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Q^ilon atoms journalist’s arrest by Israel 

" — i Sra j R °f Palesnnian reporter Taher Shrixeh was 

e VfBiiW Wednesday by the Genera! Union of Palestinian Writers and 
wlisis. The arrest ol Mr. Shntch. a correspondent for Reuters “is 
" - ed tf shutting up mouths and damping a blackout on the inhuman'and 
oris! arts committed hy Israel against the rights of our people." the 
said in a slalemcnr. Ii urged Arab and international journalists' 
.*W. ins to “pressure rhe occupiers to release Shritch and all the detained 
journalisis. and also to reopen the information centres. 
J unri* itoltons and offices dt«ed by the military administration." The union. 
>.v ■ 5 ‘i lies w Palestine Liberation Organisation, did not sav how many 
" ;,a Sksdiman journalists are detained by Israel. Mr. Shriich was taken from 
%azfl Ciry home Monday. Israeli officials have declined to sav why he 
- ,r A arrested. 
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hern Iraq 

jRA (R) — U.N. truck 
$.«in soon begin to haul 
ae from Turkey to north- 
m, where Kurds face a 
water. Turkish Foreign 
yspokesman Ferhat Ata- 
Jd Wednesday. An inter- 
tf coordination committee, 
in Ankara Tuesday, 
to prepare to send 


rSfarld Food Programme 
^“^.insves at the southern 
. import of Mersin. The In- 
. wal whiter relief opera- 
. ir Iraqi Kurds began on 
- : 2 and has so far delivered 
ile oil, wheat and seed 
chick-peas and medical 
: Vent, Mr. Ataman said. 

arrests bandit, 

: ;s Pakistan pact 

. V TA. (R) — Iran, calling for 
iecarity cooperation with 
V 1 it Wednesday, said it had 
' ' dan Afghan border ban- 
ned of crimes ranging 
mfler to stealing 10 tonnes 

• rfrio nuts. Iran’s President 
: Hasbemi Rafsanjani, in a 

l with visiting Pakistani 

• e Minister Ghous Ali 
aid that turmoil and ban- 
Afghanistan and the Bal- 
mtnes required improved 

• links between '.he two 
•nits.. “The situation in 

' stan - and Balkan coun- 
. i dle presence of foreign 
n the region make joint 
Vof. regional countries. 
ItyTran and Pakistan, 
ijtfcr^eairity,” Mr. Raf- 
. s3&1£a report carried by 


AMMAN THURSDAY-FRIDAV, DECEMBER 17-18, 1992, JUMADA ALTHANI 22-23, 1413 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 3.50 dirhams 


c- :c ; 


. • 

-Expects Qatar 
end summit 

; V(R) — Saudi Arabia 
5 -.:fOaIar to attend next 
..auimul of the heads of 
T ■" the Gulf Cooperation 
-in Abu Dhabi, a Saudi 
jid I Wednesday. “What is 
it is for Qatar to anend 
Dhabi summit and this is 
expect," the official said, 
as boycotted ministerial 
• • of the GGC over the 
> months following its 
vith Saudi Arabia over a 
• clash in September, 
foreign minister. Sheikh 
Ben Jassim Ben Jabr Al 
ieW talks on the border 
• ' with Saudi King Fahd in 
''uesday. the second such 
one month. 

, .„ ; nd staff strike at 
V-'ian airline 

:;“-RS (R) — Maintenance 
h Algeria's national air- 
. ‘W Algerie. disrupted 
: and international flights 
day on the first full day of 
duiite strike over pay. 
Radio said Air Algerie 

r irate 22 out of the 33 
and overseas flights 
• . -d for the day. The union 
.inimum service would be 
for charter, cargo and 
Rights. Air Algerie man- 
• in a statement to the 
tews agency APS said it 
1 the strike. It termed the 
m unfounded and said 
- 1 staff salaries had been 
an doubled in November 

W * 1 ^ P rev * ous 
: '.Thfc technicians started 
indefinite strike on Tues- 
..fr Algerie officials were 
(liable to comment on 
talks, were planned. 

ia: 50,000 Tajiks 
lhanistan 

- (R) — More tharw 

refugees have fled from 
*n me centra] Asian state 
“stim into neighbouring 
. ^tas, the Russian Foreign 
i . said on .Wednesday. 




Israel plans tougher 
anti- Palestinian acti 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel’s cabinet 
Wednesday discussed a new 
crackdown on Palestinians after 
an Israeli soldier was kidnapped 
and killed. 

While family and friends pre- 
pared to bury the 29-year-old 
soldier. Housing Minister 
Binyamin Ben-Eliezer told anxiv 
radio: 

“The cabinet debated a very 
long list of measures. When these 
steps are put into effect, the 
public will surely know." 

Yitzhak Shamir, former prime 
minister and head of the right- 
wing Likud Party, described 
Arabs as people who "enjoy ev- 
ery murder" and called for an 
aggressive fight against extrem- 
ists. 

But liberals worried such a 
strategy would backfire and 
urged, instead, that Israel try to 
work with moderate Palestinians, 
including the leadership of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

The Israel human rights group 
Bitselem urged the Rabin govern- 
ment to block “collective punish- 
ment.” including the closure of 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, saying “these mea- 
sures primarily harm those who 
have had no connection to the 
events of recent days.” 

Palestinians from the occupied 
territories have been barred from 
entering Israel since Monday, 
and alt Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip are confined to their homes 
by an army curfew. 

Toledano, 29, who-was kidnap-, 
ped by members of the fun-* 
damentalist Hamas movement. 


Bahrainis 
promised 
a majlis 

BAHRAIN ( AP) — The emir of 
Bahrain, Sheikh Isa Ben Salman 
AI Khalifa, said Wednesday he 
was resolved to give his subjects a 
wider political role through an 
Islamio-style consultative council. 

Sheikh Isa also said the demo- 
cratic experiment could be de- 
veloped further in future, but did 
not elaborate. 

In an address marking his 
country's 21st national day. 
Sheikh Isa set no deadlines 
however for the creation of the 
proposed council (majlis a! 
shura). Its members are usually 
appointed. 

Bahrain is closely linked with 
Saudi Arabia and is expected to 
name its council when King Fahd 
has named the kingdom’s. To 
date. King Fahd has only named 
the speaker of the 60-member 
majlis he plans. 

“We have resolved with God’s 
help to establish the majlis al 
shura from among sincere citizens 
of efficiency and expertise Jn all 
fields of national action,” the 
emir said in the address on radio 
and television. 

Indicating progress has been 
made on defining its powers and 
duties, he said the majlis "will 
contribute in providing consulta- 
tion and opinion... to guide our 
national march and help the state 
and its institutions in laying down 
(Continued on page Si 
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was found dead Tuesday morning 
in the occupied Wesr Bank. He- 
had been taken Sunday from the 
central Israeli town of Lod. 

Toledano was buried Wednes- 
day in the coastal city of Haifa. 

Preliminary autopsy reports in- 
dicated Toledano was stabbed to 
death. 

The death reportedly occurred 
after the Monday night deadline 
the captors had set for exchang- 
ing Toledano for imprisoned 
Hamas leader Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
vowed on Tuesday to wage war 
“without mercy” on Hamas. 

“The world should not be sur- 
prised if this time we’ll have to 
take very tough measures." Mr. 
Rabin told reporters. 

In a speech to parliament. Mr. 
Rabin said more than 1,200 
Palestinians had been rounded up 
in strikes against Hamas mem- 
bers “that will continue without 
mercy.” 

Mr. Rabin accused Hamas of 
trying to torpedo Israel’s nearly 
14-month-old peace talks with 
Palestinians. Hamas is the main 
rival in the occupied territories to 
the PLO. which has backed the 
talks. 

Israel has also detained Reu- 
ters Gaza correspondent Taher 
Shriteh, a part-time reporter for 
the U.S. television network CBS, 
the New York Times. France’s Le 
Monde, the Voice of America 
and the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration. All wrote to Mr. Rabin 


seeking his immediate release. 

Mr. Shamir told Israel radio 
that the left-cenrrc government 
should be broadened to include 
right-wing parties. 

He accused Mr. Rabin's gov- 
ernment of "a steady appease- 
ment of terrorism" and called for 
harsh steps against the Palesti- 
nians. 

"We have known the Arabs for 
many years ... and we know that 
these people have no respect for 
human life.” Mr. Shamir said. 

Tourism Minister Uzi Baram of 
the ruling Labour Party told 
Israel Radio: Pm for a deter- 
mined war against terror, bur I'm 
also for serious compromises in 
the peace talks.” 

He argued that Israel's strategy 
of cutting the PLO out of the 
peace process "helped the emerg- 
ence of Hamas." 

"Today Hamas is the most 
destructive force, and those who 
don't talk to the only force in the 
Arab World with which one can 
talk (the PLO) will find it difficult 
to make peace." Mr. Baram said. 

Two Palestinian groups have - 
called for the U.N. Security 
Council to be convened to discuss 
Israel’s crackdown in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The Popuiar Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine and the 
Democratic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine also urged the 
PLO leadership to announce an 
immediate pullout of Palestinian 
negotiators from the peace talks. 

“The Israeli authorities have 
declared a state of war against the 
West Bar.k ar.d Gaza after the 
failure of the repressive mea- 
sures," a PFLP statement said. 


Third leftist group 
denied legal status 


By Mariam M. Shahia 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Interior Wednesday denied legal 
status to the third leftist party in 
two weeks. The Jordan People’s 
Democratic Party (JPDP) was 
informed by the ministry that it 
had not met the necessary re- 
quirements to receive legal sta- 
tus. 

The secretary general of JPDP, 
Tayseer Zibri, and other senior 
party members blamed the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister Sherif 
Zeid Ben Shaker saying they held 
it responsible for any and all 
decisions made by Minister of 
Interior Jawdat Sboul. 

"We hope the government will 
reassess and reverse its decision. 
If not, we will have to resort to all 
means available to us — legally 
and on the popular level to assure 
our legal status." Mr. Zibri told 
reporters after he was handed the 
refusal by Mr. Sboul. 

The political implication of 
banning three leftist parties, poli- 
tical observers say. is bound to 
create an imbalance in the politic- 
al make-up of Jordan’s democra- 
tic era. '‘Indeed it puts into ques- 
tion the direction of the democra- 


tic era." said a government offi- 
cial on condition of anonymity. 

The Ministry of Interior said 
that questionable sources of party 
funding, party affiliation with 
non-Jordanian groups and parties 
as well as a lack of the specifics of 
the party’s organisational struc- 
ture were its reasons for refusing 
to legalise the JPDP. 

The ministry said that rhe 
group had failed to specifically 
mention the organisational basis 
of the parry’s infrastructure. The 
origins of its financial backers, 
and that the documents it filed 
were not clear. 

JPDP officials insisted that the 
reasons given by the ministry 
were inconsistent with the 
“National Charter, the Constitu- 
tion and the Political Parties 
Law." 

They accused the government 
of political bias. "This was not a 
legal decision: it was a political 
decision.” said a senior member 
of JPDP. Salem Nahas. 

■ Mr. Nahas said that with or 
without legal status his party and 
olher leftist parties would con- 
tinue to exist and have popular 
support. "We are a large highway 

(Continued on page 5l 
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Attas urges 

national unity 

SANAA (Agencies) — Yemen’s 
Prime Minister Haider Abu Bakr 
Al Alias has called for national 
reconciliation, saying for the first 
lime that rivalry between the two 
ruling parties was harming the 
united state. 

"Without national reconcilia- 
tion between the two partners 
and with other political forces, 
rhe cabinet finds itself unable to 
shoulder its national responsibil- 
ity." Mr. Attas told the ruling 
presidential council in a letter 
published in the government dai- 
ly A I Thawra Wednesday. 

Opposition sources said earlier 
with Mr. Attas submitted his 
resignation to President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh following price 
riots last week in which 12 people 
were killed. 

The sources said Mr. Saleh 
rejected his resignation, while 
some members of Mr. Anas’ 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSPl — 
which ruled former South Yemen 
before rhe 1990 unity accord with 
the North — also advised him not 
to quit. 

“The relationship between the 
GPC and YSP constitutes the 
basic element of the general poli- 
tical atmosphere. This unstable 
and tense relationship has dis- 
charged negative reflections on 
the general" political situation.” 
Mr. Attas said in the letter. 

It represented the first time the 
government has acknowledged 
that the tense alliance and rivalry 
between the YSP and Mr. Saleh’s 
GPC. which ruled the former 
North Yemen, was harming (he 
united country. 

According to a 5U-50 power 
sharing deal, the two parties, 
which diplomats say h3 v e major 
ideological differences, were to 
rule Yemen. 


Peace talks seen to await 




WASH1NGTON (Agencies) — 
Israeli and Arab negotiators have 
exchanged draft proposals at 
their peace talks but conceded 
that progress is so elusive that 
timing for a further round of talks 
is uncertain. 

Reflecting the effects of swirl- 
ing violence at home and of the 
lack of a firm guiding hand 
caused by the lame duck U.S. 
president, both sides were in- 
clined to hold off further talks 
until after President-elect Bill 
Clinton assumes office Jan. 20. 

The current round ends Thurs- 
day and none of the delegations 
has discussed the timing of the 
next one. 

“It could be there may be no 
meetings until after the' 20th,” 
said Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi. 

“You cannot discuss ... future 


rounds when the present round is 
facing this sort of deadlock cre- 
ated by Israel.” said Syrian de- 
legation chief Muwaffaq Al Allaf. 

Arabs and Israelis conceded 
privately that there was little 
point in another round — the 
ninth — until Mr. Clinton was in 
office, had picked his foreign 
policy team and had decided what 
role to play in the lagging talks. 

President George Bush, who 
brought the sides together in a 
historic peace conference 13 
months ago, plans to meet separ- 
ately Thursday with each of the 
delegations and urge them to 
keep (heir talks going. 

But even that meeting was be- 
set by controversy when Israel 
objected to the make-up of the 
Palestinian team planning to 
attend, forcing the White House 
to scramble for a compromise. 


Therefore. Mr. Bush will meet 
with the four-member Palestinian 
negotiating team Thursday, and 
meet Friday with Dr. Ashrawi 
and delegation adviser Fan a’. 
Husseini. Dr. Ashrawi said. 

Israel objected ro the twe 
attending the series of meetings 
Thursday, saying they were only 
for delegation members. 

Despite the planned meeting, 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) says, the United 
States has not shown any inten- 
tion of resuming its dialogue with 
the Tunis-based organisation. 

"They may be waiting For the 
Israelis to pass their final bill 
legalising Israeli contacts with the 
PLO. we don’t know.” said a 
PLO spokesman in Tunis. 

“The PLO has been attempting 

(Continued on page 5) 


Baidoa secured for relief supplies 


BAIDOA (Agencies) — Jubilant 
Somalis and relief workers 
cheered the arrival of U.S. and 
French troops in this desperate 
town Wednesday, expected it to 
end a looters' reign of ierror that 
has kept food from the starving. 

With the Marines to ensure the 
safety of the 260-kilometre road 
from Mogadishu and secure 
Baidoa’s airfield for big cargo 
planes, aid agencies prepared for 
an influx of hundreds of tonnes of 
food. 

In the southern town of Bar- 
dera. meanwhile, gunmen killed 
10 people and wounded 10 others 
at a feeding centre for the starv- 
ing. an aid worker said. 

Unidentified armed men 
attacked the feeding centre Mon- 
day after they found no food it> 
plunder from relief stores and 
became angry. 


“Some food warehouses were 
attacked. When they (the gun- 
men) found nothing in .them they 
got angry and went on this wan- 
ton rampage.” International 
Agency Care spokesman James 
Fennell told Reuters. 

“Among those killed were 
several being fed.” Fennell said. 

He could give no further details 
about who was killed and it was 
not clear why news of the mas- 
sacre did not reach the outside 
world earlier from remote Bar- 
dera. 

No mention of the incident has 
come from other relief agencies 
working in the town. 

The first U.S. and French 
troops to push into Somalia's 
lawless and hungry interior since 
they swept ashore at the port 
capital Mogadishu a week ago 
rumbled into Baidoa. about 120 


kilometres north of Bardera, just 
after dawn on Wednesday- 
Gunmen had fled Baidoa for 
the bush in their battlewagon 
cars, known as technicals, hours 
before hundreds of soldiers 
moved into the town. 

Weapons vanished from the 
streets and by early afternoon the 
multinational forces were escort- 
ing food convoys to the needy. 

France restates position 

France believes that Washington 
will rally to its view that the 
U.S.-led force in Somalia must 
disarm warring factions in order 
to feed the starving, a French 
minister said Wednesday. 

“France insists on seizing the 
weapons, and one cm think the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Mubarak vows to crush extremists 


CAIRO (AF) — President Hosni 
Mubarak vowed Wednesday to 
crush Muslim extremists to stop 
their attacks on foreign tourists 
and Egyptians but admitted that 
no security measures can guaran- 
tee full protection. 

Mr. Mubarak said tourism, 
Egypt’s number one foreign ex- 
change earner, has dropped by 
about one third since attacks on 
tourists started this summer. A 
British tourist died and two of her 
compatriots were wounded in one 
shooting incident in October and 
five Germans were wounded in 
another a month later. 

In an unusually long availabil- 
ity to the press, Mr. Mubarak 
spoke for about one hour about 
Muslim extremism after talks 
with visiting Uzbekistan Presi- 
dent Islam Karimov. 

This appeared to indicate Mr. 
Mubarak's persona) preoccupa- 


tion with rising Muslim extremist 
violence and its devastating effect 
on the country's growing tourism 
industry. Egypt last year earned 
$3 billion from tourism and, be- 
fore the anti-tourist attacks be- 
gan, the figure had been expected 
to reach 55 billion by 1994. 

Mr. Mubarak said a nationwide 
security dragnet has led to the 
arrest of 90 per cent of the 
militants. 

"We crushed them and we 
won't let them take any action 
against Egyptians or foreigners,” 
he said. 

The focus of the security opera- 
tion that began Dec. 8 has been 
the extremist stronghold of. 
Qiiro's western suburb of 1m- 
baba. The government said 
14,000 policemen,. participated in 
the sweep that led to the arrest of 
more than 650 suspects. 

As Mr. Mubarak spoke, more 


arrests were reported in the 
southern province of Assiut,' 
another extremist hotded. Asshn 
security chief Major-General 
Abdul Wahab A1 Hilaii said hun- 
dreds of police raiders arrested 40 
militants and confiscated 
weapons including swords, 
chains, knives and homemade 
bombs. 

But the president acknow- 
ledged that no matter how harsh 
the crackdown is, it cannot 
guarantee full security. 

“All measures have been taken 
to secure tourists, but small inci- 
dents happen everywhere. We 
can't secure 100 per cent just like 
any country cannot secure 100 
per cent,” Mr. Mubarak said in 
English. 

Asked about criticism that the 
use of force against the extremists 
would only trigger more violence, 
he replied] 


In addition to their usual 
targets, police and Christian 
Copts, the militants started 
attacking tourists this year to 
embarrass the government and- 
deprive it of much needed foreign 
exchange. Since January, 79 peo- 
ple have died in the violence, all 
Egyptians except one. Eleven 
attacks on tourists have been 
reported. 
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“I don't agree. Some want us 
not to control these people and 
let them take over. Wc will never 
let this happen.” 


Arab- Jewish talks launched 
to promote Mideast peace 


middle east news wi| 

Israeli censor Noeks CNN'saccessfot 


The extremists, whose main 
group is A1 Gamaa Al Islamiya 
(Islamic Group), want to over- 
throw Egypt's secular govern- 
ment and replace it with an Iran- 
style Muslim state. Their number 
is estimated to be about 200,000, 
With only about 10,000 of them 
believed violent. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Amer- 
ican Arab and. Jewish leaders, 
normally bitter rivals, said Tues- 
day they have launched a joint 
effort to" support the Middle East 
peace negotiations. 

The American groups issued a 
joint appeal to President-elect 
Bill Clinton to pursue with top 
. priority the peace process begun 
a year ago by President George 
Bush and former Secretary of 
State James Baker. 

Warning that delay risks a new 
Middle East war. the statement 
said: “It is now imperative that 
the parties themselves, and die 
U.S. as well, fully reengage in the 
peace process... we urge the new 
administration to assign this task 
to high level personnel who can 
work effectively with both sides, 
and to take an effective role in 
helping move the talks forward.” 

The statement by officials of 
the National Association of Arab 
Americans and the American 
Jewish Congress was issued at a 
news conference as Arab Israeli 
negotiators struggled to keep 
their Washington talks on track. 

The statement said that nearly 
50 prominent American Arabs 
and Jews from diverse organisa- 
tions gathered at a closed meeting 
for nearly three hours at a 
Washington hotel Monday night 
with representatives of the 
Palestinian. Jordanian and Israeli 
government negotiating reams. 

Media were barred from the 
Monday session in an effort to 
“create a maximum comfort 
level” for American Arabs and 


Jews, many sitting together in the 
same room for the first tune, said 
Thomas Smerling executive 
director of Project Nishma, a 
U.S. Jewisb-financed project 
promoting peace with security for 

Israel. - 

The dialogue was cosponsored 
by the National Association of 
Arab Americans, (NAAA), the 
American Jewish Congress 
(AJC) and Nishma, which is the 
Hebrew expression for “Let us 
listen.” 

The groups disagree over many 
issues but they agree strongly dial 
the Middle East peace talks are m 
the national interest of the Un- 
ited States and of Arabs and 
Jews, said NAAA executive 
Director Khalil E. Jahshan. 

“There is apprehension m both 
our communities that the new 
administration will not give 
enough high level attention to the 
peace process and be firm with ail 
parties,” Mr. Jahashan said. 

Arab- Americans are “elated*’ 

that Jews and Arabs finally are 
negotiating across tbe table, Mr. 
Jahshan said. He attributed cur- 
rent violence to frustration 
among Palestinians over “lack of 
tangible results” from the talks 
and said some Israeli proposals 
have fallen “far short of prom- 
ises” made by Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin’s Labour govern- 
ment. 

“There is only one purpose of 
tbe violence, to undermine the 
talks.” AJC Executive Director 
Henry Siegman told the news 
conference. 


Israel welcomes Japan call 
to end Arab boycott 


TOKYO (R) — Israel welcomes 
Japan's call for an end to tbe 
Arab boycott of Israeli goods and 
services, but does not expea 
quick benefits in terms of trade or 
investment, the head of its central 
bank said Wednesday. 

“We came here with a 
medium-term strategy, not with 
bags for financial needs,” Bank 
of Israel Governor Jacob A. 
Frenkel told Reuters in an inter- 
view. 

“We don't expect anything 
tomorrow, but you must have 
pregnancy before having a baby. 
So we want to start the process of 
pregnancy. Seed must be planted 
now.” _ 

Mr. Frenkel arrived in Tokyo 
on Monday for a four-day official 
visit, accompanying Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres. The two 
are meeting leaders of business 
and government. 

Several weeks ago the 
Japanese government called for 
an end to the Arab boycott, 
which requires Arab countries to 
blacklist companies doing busi- 
ness with Israel. 

Japan relies almost completely 
on imports for its supply of crude 
oil, 70 per cent of it from the 
Middle East. 

Many Japanese companies, 
fearful of losing important Arab 
markets and oil supplies, have 
declined to trade with Israel. 

An official of Japan's Foreign 
Ministry said that when Prime 
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa met 


Mr. Peres and Mr. Frenkel on 
Tuesday, he promised them he 
would raise the issue of the Arab 
boycott at the meeting of leaders 
of the Group of Seven (G7) 
industrial nations in Tokyo next 
July. 

“Our feeling is that the 
Japanese authorities are now tak- 
ing tbe lead to convince the busi- 
ness community Japan is against 
the boycott. When we met Prime 
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa, he 
emphasised how negatively he 
sees it,” Mr. Frenkel said. 

“The Arab World is engaging 
in reconstruction after the Guff 
war. Kuwait waived many of its 
boycott restrictions, since it felt 
its own development was ham- 
pered." he said. 

“Our links with the economic 
giant Japan are developing, but 
are insufficient.” 

According to Finance Ministry 
statistics, exports from Israel to 
Japan in calendar 1991 were $737 
million, against $875 million in 
1990. Japan s exports to Israel in 
1991 were $738 million, up from 
S509 million in 1990. 

These are negligible amounts 
compared to Japan’s total trade. 
The statistics give no listing for 
Japanese direct investment in 
Israel. 

Mr. Frenkel said he did not 
expect any quick increase in trade 
and investment from Japan fol- | 
lowing his visit, especially be- 
cause of the economic slowdown j 
m Japan. I 


Islamic conference leader 
demands Bosnia intervention 


TUNIS (AP) — The leader of the 
Organisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference (GIC) has urged rapid 
international military interven- 
tion to protect Bosnian Muslims 
from massacre by Serbs. 

“We count on asking the inter- 
national community to intervene 
by force to stop the Serb aggres- 
sion,” said Hamid Al Gabid, the 
51-nation organisation's secretary 
general. 

Mr. Al Gabid, who was attend- 
ing a meeting Wednesday in 
Geneva with the United States 
and other Western powers on 
ex-Yugoslavia, spoke to journal- 


ists after talks with Tunisian 
Foreign Minister HabiB Ben 
Yahia. 


“The essential thing for os is 
that we bead in the direction of 
stopping hostilities, and a cease 
fire,” he said. “Otherwise, we 
have to permit tbe Muslims to 
arm to defend themselves, hence 
lifting the arms embargo.” 

In Stockholm, U.S. Secretary 
of State Lawrence Eagle burger 
ruled out a massive military re- 
sponse to protect the Muslims as 
he tried to build a consensus for 
more limited force against Serbia. 
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TEL AVIV (AP) — Tbe military censor Mocked; 
Network's (CNN) access to its satellite for etgfct fiefe 
retaliation for reporting on tbe death of j kBnsjfc* 
before official permission was granted, brae 

The censor informed Cable NewsJ^etwork bureaij'r 
Hoff tbSt he would block the network’s accession 
10:00 p.m. local tune <0:00 p.m. GMT), Mr. 
said the blockage bad no practical importance forik; 
were some to file after 10:00 pjn. anyway,” hesSi 


were going to file after 10:00 pjn. anyway, ' 
refused to comment on the report, .“xTyM-jftg ' 
censored, send it to me,” be told the Assbcfejed^Pt. 
have to tell you anything else.” Uri Drotm, beadof d* 
press office, said CNN bad committed a ‘‘grave yn 
censorship regulations.” Mr. Drorar confirmed that 
move was a “punishment” for CNN’s violation 
censorship earlier Tuesday- Mr. Hoff said fie. had*' 
network’s Atlanta headquarters that the body oftfoa- 
a paramilitary border policeman, had beeo_j Sisco* 
Jerusalem. CNN Atlanta heackmainers then brntrir; 
worldwide. The mffitary censor called MrHoffaafj, 
CNN was in violation of . censorship, since thepofies- 
had not yet been informed tif the body’s discovery^* 
all local and international journalists to submit seo» 
•for censorship. • • v* 


KLM’s Transavfa to halt flight* to E 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Dutch charter aniine TW 
would stop once-weekJy flights to Egypt horn ijq 
response to falling demand from tourists raxaned* ' 
extremist violence in the country.' -A spokesman- fc’ 
Airlines CV, which is 80 per cent, owned by KXStI 
Airlines NV r said it would halt flights for an andegtra 
from Jan. 17. A KLM spokesman said it had npip 
serving Egyptian destinations. More than 71 peop&fei 
surge of violence tins year as militant Muslins seek a 
into an Islamic state. - . 


Kuwait jails Iraqi brothers for 


KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti court has. scaftsogcd . 
brothers to seven years in jail each on charges ofco&a| 
Iraqi forces during their seven-month occapatiefc ; <$1 
newspapers reported Wednesday. Tbe state security - 
that Salem T. and his brothers Fadl and Mohammad!, 
after serving their sentence. The coart declined to passt 
their father, Taleb A., who was also charged 
Last year 29 convicted collaborators were sentential 
Kuwait but their sentences were commuted to fftr M . . 
Trials resumed in April with about 100 defett^ae 
appear. Some have been released without trial/ jSf 

Turkmen president in Kuwait 5^^ 

KUWAIT (R) — Turkmen President Saparramat tiifa • * 1 
in Kuwait Tuesday at tbe start of a two-day offidatf , . , 
news agency said. The agency gave no reason forthiA'^i 
Mr. Niyazov would meet the ruler of 
Ahmad Al Sabah, during his stay. . 


Kuwait seeking funds for border i» 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait will start raising funds'll 
build a barrier along the Iraqi border to protect aganisl 
a former Kuwaiti minister said Tuesday. “It inw 
structure, an electronic fence, or wires and ditches^ 
width .is for the government to deride,” Sand AI Qtt 
news conference. '“The purpose of building die £ 
guarantee - Kuwait's external security,” said Mr.- Om 
minister and head of the national fund-raising a| 
establishing the “fourth waR.’ 5 ftawaiL, whose oo^w 
resulted in the Gulf war, has built three protectrve>i8 
city in the past to ensure security against bedbu&r 
Ousaimi did not say whether the new barrier would to 
length of Kuwait’s 207 kilometre border with Iraq. 
to stop an army... nor is it to make up for (Kuwaifsja 
be told Reuters. Tbe committee,- which consists of 12 M 
figures, is aiming to start collecting donations arJaafe 
Defence Minister Sheikh Ali Sabah Al Salem Afc 
reported last month saying the government wasreadf 
steps, including building a barrier, to make Komitisk 


Saudi Arabia signs 55m deal with A 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia stud it signed on The , 
million deal with the Arab Satellite Communication^) 
(Arabsat) for three channels on a satellite to be launch 
The official Saudi Press Agency SPA said Arabsat, of$ 
Arabia is a member, gave the kingdom a seven per-tri. 
because Saudi Arabia pledged to pay the amouat in 
while the satellite is being manufactured. It did hot 
million was before or after discount. Hughes Aircraft; 
United States was awarded a $250 million contract^ 
build two communications satellites for Arabsat-Thej- 
two HS 601 spacecraft is scheduled fox. launch m 1595 
which was formed in 1976, sent its first satellite into spa 
It sent another one in tbe same year and a third in Feft 
with an operational fife of 10 years. 


Two Israelis feared lost in flooding 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Two people were feared dwwnedi . 
rivers Wednesday as heavy rains and some snow peteedl . 
the occupied territories. Dozens of roads along we ti 
closed when rivers overflowed their banks, indudmgT 
main Ayalon highway. Lightning hit a power station JiU 
Ashkelon south of Tel' Aviv, knocking oat do?, 
thousands of homes. Heavy snow dosed roads in tbfe. 
Golan Heights and the Galilee, and occupied JensaSj 
first fight busting. Hundreds of Israeli troops -aniSp 
searched Wednesday for a Jewish settler whose- dry 
abandoned and stock near a flooded river in the otiajjN 
Bank. He was feared swept away, said tbe Itim 'aatiO; 
agency. Searches were also under way for a taxidriwr-f ' 
was found submerged in a swollen river near the Tel An 

-.r Ti:-I T m I 1 
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of Rishon Lezion. The stormy weather forced ctasoi® 
tourists sites, but aviation authority said Ben Gurion Nt,. 
tional airport was operating normally. Vi.V' 
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: L ‘ ic ' t0 daCOon- 

- A ; ■jtjc Al Mashreq project 

p - incal farmers on the 


^5^5^iculture meeting concludes 

~~ S?V2* l ° second Phase of the A 
S d,SCUS ; P r °i ect which wiir foe 
“ 7 T — — .fcd- . 5 p ,e X- and on agricultural exter 

i vSibsI feed ended their discus- vices. 

** S Wednesday and issued a _ . , 

^Snnent calling for the con- .P c,e ^ t « fr ° m Jordi 
^ .• *»a» 1 . other MiddU Fm,™ 


second phase of the Al Mashreq 
project which wiir focus mainly 
on agricultural extension ser- 
vices. 

Delegates, from Jordan and six 
othei Middle Eastern states re- 
viewed a paper by the Interna- 
tional Centre for Agricultural Re- 
search in Dry Areas (ICARDA) 
on means of helping individual 
countries acquire modem tech- 
nology that suits their region and 
gives an important role to agri- 
cultural researches. 

Syria presented a working pap- 
er on technological aspects used 
in the production of barley and 
the application of fertilisers as 
well as means of protectng soil. 

ICARDA. which organised the 
meeting in Amman, said that 80 

researchers and specialists from 
Jordan, Syria, Iraq, Cyprus. Tur- 
key, Lebanon and Morocco 
attended the meetings and re- 
viewed the progress of the project 
in Syria. Jordan and Iraq. 

According to ICARDA the 
project also foe use on human 
resource development by train- 
ing technical staff and organising 
study tours and workshops to 
enhance information exchanges. 


Arab writers present 
list of recommendations 


^ -'j. JflC rt‘ ("“j 1 ** v.icu- 

' . V’\ites Jo®l {Miners on the use of 

? T V;\tT ^ ytffisers and improved seeds. 
cr ’- J. :tt, ‘ ’/'■fc -nw project which is financed 
r.n Jn ^iV*be U.N. Development Prog- 
ifjfzoe (UNDP) and the Arab 

t : .'-1 ' If Jj-'fiw Pmnnmir and Crtrial 


Hftpuvu uiu pwjwv* 

.i '"" -- ’^ s Bve-year period to help the 
rrfjR ^•jprierned countries of the region 
i -’ u ?f 2 N r i^?ic^ease their animal feed and red 
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ca ^ ed on concerned 
to ;'.v^j )V cniinents to provide facilities 
^Vtbe transfer of modem tech- 

1 ‘'al* i0 ** P 1 *** 585 of rearin 8 

- l ®»* jJj rA*.,jgep and other animals and they 
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: -iiibe held in 

l , J i: fiMNfrN (Petra) — Twenty-one 
'• r = ''.it '“.C.jab countries represented by 
a " «ir labour ministers in addition 

y representatives of Arab and 
ftnrational organisations con- 
' -SrsiQf^yT^ with labour are to attend 
\ Atab labour conference due to 
. « held in Amman in April. 

• ^ jcoidingto an announcement by 

- • 7. ' Minister Abdul Karim AI 
r--. 7:’. abpiti Wednesday. 

- - - A. c Tbe-confe rence to be held be- 

. 5.and 12 April will review 
. i mportant working paper deal- 
• . ' V'.twth Arab women’s role in 
. - . 7\.\*" ; 8«k)pinent the minister said 

" triflg. a meeting for the the 
~ : ^^'conjmirtee entrusted with 
' ' " ‘ • "-epmn g for the conference. The 

irt u wait * n ^ ttT ^ dial * n view °f the 


|rab labour conference 
Ebe held in Amman 


fact that women consitute a l?rge 
part of the production sectors of 
the Arab world the paper is 
important. 

Arrangements for the confer- 
ence were reviewed at the meet- 
ing which was attended by repre- 
sentatives of the various con- 
cerned departments. 

The work of 10 subcommittees 
dealing with financial, tourist, 
transport, publication, registra- 
tion, information, hotel arrange- 
ment, reception and supervision 
work pertaining to the conference 
was reviewed at the meeting. 

The Ministry of Labour and the 
Arab Labour Organisation 
(ALO) will be organising the 
meeting in Amman. 


Artist proves pottery is more 
ban just a handicraft 


By Curt Ryan 

s f 0r 

b ,gr to the Jordan Times . 

•; v.MftAN r— As 1992 draws to a 
:: jijjtji W enthusiasts in Amman 
. . . "ffe^.'bn tbe year’s many im- 
. . - : ... {^ffijydribitions around town. 

; ' Art Gallery has 

- best' for last. 

lr-Sw8‘M“W< ta * ent Of^rWC. 

. Jordanian -at fist 

L . * ‘ jm^ftTaha shines throjigj* a- 
.TjJfjfc collection of works on 
"Jgjfeat the gallery until 27 
j^^prgmg the techniques of 
' "tfcfaryi sculpture, calligraphy 
• ' frontal design. Mr. Taha’s 
. . ’;' tk‘ r was described by Crown 
^ .OOB Hassan as “an inspiration 
' ■ /only to visitors but to a new 
■ JCTation.” 

: ‘ ;-peld>rated by laymen and 
• ;, Bts.in Jordan as one of the 
...i JW# ceramic artists, Mr. 
5rr< Cesi^ia’s achievements with the 
y.thefflnm marks an important 
~ “ __' ;_Jtributio» to the country’s 
' 7 nters-domin a ted artistic com- 
.. hity: - 

' "Wifle art buffs commonly hold 
• nfiog in high esteem, Mr. 

' - Vs ceramic pieces will remind 
tots- to his exhibition, that 
toy can be more than a mere 
- ' • idioraft. His day collection 

' ■ «ly elevates ceramics from the 
- icre-of functional crafts to the 
. • - rid of fine ait. 

■ ’Before J left Amman to study 
, 1 was a calligrapher,” re- 



fcfeoiy of Fine Arts in Bagh- 
i- At- that time, the academy 
sred three specialisms: cera- 
Sculpture, and painting. “In 


An exhibit 

the beginning I studied all three,” 
said Mr. Taha. “However, my 
professor soon chose me to study 
ceramics, and I learned quickly,” 
he added. Mr. Tjaha combined his 
new focus on ceramics with bis 
former trade as a calligrapher. 

In the 1970s, Mr. Taha went to 
Cardiff in Wales. “The ceramic 
movement in Britain is very, very 
rich, and progressed rapidly after 
World War n. I feel that it is the 
best,” he said. 

Mr. Taha’s work not only bears 
the mark of years spent in Bri- 
tain, but also conveys a devotion 
to bis Arab and Islamic identity. 
Several of his mural designs serve 
as artistic memorials to Jeru- 
salem. The collection’s ceramic 
designs also dwell on the impact 
of recent events in the Arab 
World. A series of murals fea-. 
tuned at the exhibition specifically 
honours the intifadah and at the 
same time pays tribute to the 
historic landscape of Jerusalem. 

The exhibition will give art 
buffs of all tastes an enriching and 
lasting memory of die arts in 
Amman throughout 1992. 


7 W GOING ON 

.lie following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
he .daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
ime and place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 

- ir' An of ceramics by the Jordanian artist Mahmoud 

: Taha at Aha Art Gallery. 

.tf Exhibition of paintings by Hind Naseer at the Royal Cultural 

Ceatiel 

ft. Exhibition of paintings by painter Ufemia Rixk at Yammoic 
-jpttfeersity. 

^ Exhibition of paintings by Samer Ousama at the French 
Catord Centre. 

^ Sculpture exhibition by Mona Saudi at Al Balka Art Gallery in 
. Al Fubeis. _ 

- ' ^Exhibition of paintings and sflkscreen by three artists 

i-Gaza Fayez AI HaMaLKamel Al Mughanni and Laila Stowa id 
, Abdal Hameed Shotnaii Foundation Gallery (10 a.m. - 8 pjn.) 

* JExhfl)ttkHi by Iraqi artist Shaker Hassan Al Saeed at the Jordan 
‘ Gafiery <»f fine Arts. 

^ Exhibition of pamtmgs by artist Kamal Al Jawhari at Housing 

■ £• huk Complex. Art Calicry . 

;: : C-V PLAY 

f-Vbs «dtfcd “Wrtttas for Godot”, di™^ ,^ ll ^ gs3 S 
■ ^ JJarwazah at the Royal Cultural Centre, the main theatre — a 

p.m. 

, '■ FILM 

%-'A 1942 Waft Disney film ratified “BamW” at the American 
at 5 p.m. (72 min.). 


By Sa’eda Kiiani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A special committee 
representing delegations of the 
Eighteenth Arab Writers Confer- 
ence which started last week in 
Amman has drawn up Wednes- 
day the final statement and re- 
commendations concerning the 
major issues to be tackled by 
writers in Arab countries. 

Confirming their commitment 
to the adoption of democracy and 
freedom of opinion, representa- 
tives voiced their solidarity 
against all forms of repression, 
assassination, imprisonment and 
exile. They also called for the 
need to guarantee free cultural 
exchange and the lifting of all 
forms of censorship. 

The committee insisted upon 
the adoption of the following 
principles: 

— The need to improve all in- 
stitutions in all Arab societies, 
supporting them, and guarantee 

, rhat they enjoy freedom and in- 
dependence. 

— A radical change must take 

[ place in the political, economic 

and social infrastructure of Arab 
countries as one step towards the 
implementation of democracy 
and the respect of human rights. 

— A demand that the interna- 
tional society force the Zionist 
entity to sign an international 
treaty that bans the proliferation 
of nuclear weapons. 

— Confirmation that the achieve- 
ment of a just and lasting peace 
would not be achieved unless 
U.N. resolutions are hilly im- 
plemented especially those which 


stipulate the Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied territories, the 
right of return, (he right of self 
determination, and the establish- 
ment of an independent Palesti- 
nian state. 

— Condemnation of the constant 
infringement upon the sovereign- 
ty of Iraq. All Arab regimes 
should call upon writers and their 
friends to condemn the embargo 
and constant interference in 
Iraq’s interior affairs. 

— Condemnation of the West- 
ern. Zionist and racial attacks on 
Arabs and Muslims and the esca- 
lating danger of Fascist and Naz- 
is! movements in the West. The 
recommendation called for a uni- 
fied and strict action which would 
put an end to the tragedy in 
former Yugoslavia. 

— The need to draw up suitable 
formulae to clear the air among 
Arab countries insisting upon the 
importance of solidarity to the 
achievement of the Arab peoples’ 
aspirations. 

The committee also called for 
die condemnation of the situation 
in some Arab countries, such as 
in Libya and Iraq to the secretary 
general of the United Nations 
Organisation, the secretary 
general of Arab League and also 
to the UNESCO. 

An election for the president of 
the Arab Writers Union took 
place at the end of the session and 
the Jordanian writer and head of 
the Jordanian Writers Union. 
Fakhri Ka’war, won by seven 
votes against 4. Jordan will there- 
fore be the headquarters of the 
Arab writers secretariat for two 
years. 


Law committee approves 
state security draft law 


AMMAN I J.T.) — The Law 
Committee of the Lower House 
of Parliament Wednesday en- 
dorsed an important article in the 
draft law on the State Security 
Court which would grant the 
Court of Cassation the right to 
overrule sentences and verdicts 
passed by the State Security Law. 

Meeting under its Chairman 
Deputy Salim Al Zu'bi. the com-- 
mittee approved the Fifth article 
of the draft law which substitutes 
articles 9 and 10 of the original 
law. 

Under the fifth article of the 
draft law. the Court of Cassation 
would be empowered to reject a 
ruling by the State Security Court 
provided that at least five judges 
sit as arbiters. The committee 
said that the Court of Cassation 
should be authorised to examine 
cases and overrule verdicts and 
vindicate or indict defendants. 

The committee said that the 


court will also have the power to 
direct the State Security Court 
towards an appropriate decision 
which conforms with the law. 
Furthermore, the committee said 
that the Court of Cassation will 
have the right to return to the 
State Security Court for reconsid- 
eration. 

“The committee also endorsed 
an article related to the formation 
of the State Security Court as 
follows: 

In certain circumstances and in 
the public interest, the prime 
minister shall have the right to 
form one or more special State 
Security Courts each consisting of 
three civilian or military judges 
appointed by the prime minister 
upon recommendation from the 
minister of justice. (In case of 
civilian judges) and the chairman 
of the joint chiefs of staff (in case 
of the military)- 

Following the committee meet- 


ing. Mr. Zu'bi said that by allow- 
ing the Court of Cassation to 
overrule decisions by the State 
Security Court, defendants will 
have the right to have their cases 
examined by two courts. 

The original draft law on the 
State Security Court had been 
passed by the Lower House of 
Parliament but His Majesty King 
Hussein returned it in accordance 
with Article 93 of the Constitu- 
tion for re-consideration. 

When the draft law in its ori- 
ginal form was debated by the 
Lower House, it failed to secure 
the required two third majority 
approval and was thus referred to 
the law committee. According to 
procedures, the draft law in its 
new form will now be submitted 
to the Lower House again for 
approval. 

The Lower House Wednesday 
failed to convene ordinary session 
for lack of quorum. Only 49 



Salim Al Zubi 

members turned up for the meet- 
ing which forced the speaker to 
postpone the session. 

A statement said that parlia- 
ment failed to convene in view of 
the prevailing bad weather condi- 
tions and the next session will be 
held Sunday. 


Unexploited natural wealth waits to be tapped 


Environmental issues 
discussed in Aqaba 


AQABA (Petra) — Participants 
in a two-day seminar on the 
environment discussed in their 
second day meeting issues related 
to family planning, the role of 
non-governmental organisations 
in protecting the environment, 
and the effects of people on the 
environment in Aqaba City- 

Family planning was tackled by 
Munira Shaaban, a member of 
the Jordan Family Planning and 
Protection Society, who 
announced that 44 per cent of the 
Kingdom’s population is under 15 
years of age. a dear indication 
that the birth rate, in Jordan is 
very high. 

■ For every woman the average 
number of children is 5.6. while 
the mother .mortality rate stands 
at 40 for every 100,000 deliveries,- 
sbe said. 

The percentage of deliveries 
under medical, supervision, Ms. 
Shabaan said; is 89.5 per cent, 
and the use of Birth controls by 
Jordanian families is 35 per cent, 
she said. 

Ms. Shaaban, who works as an 
inspector in mother and child 
care centres, said that most dis- 
abled persons in Jordan are bom 
to large families. Moreover, a 


large number of the disabled 
were bom at home, she added. 

Human activities on the en- 
vironment was dealt with by 
Director of the Marine Sdence 
Station in Aqaba Janri Qar. who 
stressed the importance of 
spreading awareness among the 
public on the proper means to 
protect the environment. He 
warned that ignorance has nega- 
tive repercussions on the environ- 
ment. Aqaba, he said, is clean 
compared to other areas. Pollu- 
tion in the city results from waste 
discharged by some ships, but 
generally the authorities clean up 
polluted areas, be said. 

Mariam Allawi of the Freidrich 
Naumann Foundation dealt with 
ways to manage homes in an 
environ mentally-safe manner by 
the use of raw building materials 
that fit the nature of the sur- 
rounding area. In order to protect 
houses environmentally, she said, 
walls and floors should be insu- 
lated and materials used in con- 
struction should not be harmful 
to health. Ms. Allawi warned of 
the use of insecticides, chemical 
detergents and organic fertilisers 
since they are detrimental to the 
environment. 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Geological surveys 
have established that Jordan has 
an abundance of non-metallic 
minerals and diamonds as well as 
semi-precious stones, and the 
government is planning to estab- 
lish a commercial venture to tap 
the unexploited natural wealth, a 
senior official said Wednesday. 

Quartz sand of unsurpassed 
quality used in glass industry 
which could yield numerous high- 
value by-products is one of the 
best assets of the Kingdom in 
addition to industrial minerals 
such as kaolonite. bentonite, 
dolomite and tripoli — used in 
paint and ceramics — as well as 
tiianimum. said Kamal Jreisat. 
director-general of the Natural 
Resources Authority (NRA). 

“Our research date has estab- 
lished beyond doubt that Jordan 
has commercially exploitable re- 
serves of these and other numer- 
ous other non-metallic minerals.” 
Mr. Jreisat told the Jordan 
Times. 

“I have no doubt that if proper- 
ly exploited these could easily 
beat phosphate and potash as 
Jordan’s primary foreign- 
exchange earners," he said. 

The Council of Ministers re- 
cently decided to set up a com- 
mercial entity to work with the 
private sector in-.minipg. the 
mineral wealth. A committee has 
been formed to follow 1 up on the 
issue with the minister of energy 
and mineral resources as its chair- 
man. 

Mr. Jreisat said the shape of 
the company had not been deter- 
mined, but that “several foreign 
companies have already indicated 
their keen interest in the ven- 
ture.” He did not give details. 

“New data available to us now 
indicates that diamonds could be 
found in some of the ‘most poor’ 
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Geological experts say non-metallic minerals are in abundance in Jordan 


areas in the south of Jordan,” and 
a Sri Lankan expert had found 
that “semi-precious stones were 
also to be found in plenty” in the 
Kingdom. Mr. Jreisat said. 

• -.iVWhat these • projects need is 
right approach,” . said Mr/ 
, Jreisat. adding that he . had re- 
1 commended the establishment of 
a commercial venture for the 
purpose as far back as six years. 

The NRA is only a geological 
survey agency which seeks to 
locate and establish potential re- 
serves of natural resources, he 
explained. “We never had a dedi- 
cated entity to follow up our 
findings and recommendations," 
he said. “Hopefully the new com- 
pany will fill the gap now." 

Many of the non-metallic 


minerals found in Jordan have 
wide uses and are scarce in the 
international market and there- 
fore will enjoy excellent marketa- 
bility, he said. He cited as an 
example zeolite — found in the 
northeast — which is used as a 
filter for water purification as 
well as a neutralising agent “to 
absorb non-desirous gases from 
animal feed.” Another is bento- 
nite, which produces a lubricant 
extensively used in drilling for oil. 

The Aqaba region holds over 
100 million tonnes of ready-for- 
use feldspar, a prime component 
for ceramic tiles, while tuff — a 
strengthening compound for ce- 
ment — is found in abundance in 
the northeast. 

“Jordan is poor in metallic 


minerals, but is very rich in non- 
metallic minerals,” said Mr. 
Jreisat. “Having established this 
as a fact, it is up to the commer- 
cial sector to exploit the assets 
and contribute to the national 
economy," he said. “On our part, 
we remain open for all sugges- 
tions and are ready to cooperate 
with creative ideas and propos- 
als." 
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Zone for free thought 

H3S ROYAL Highness Crown Prince Hassan, during a 
m-setzng with participants in the 18th Arab Writers 
Conference at the University of Jordan Tuesday, 
called for the establishment of a “free zone” for Arab 
jGornaiists in order to free Arab press from economic, 
political or ideological manipulations and coercions. 
The Crown Prince also called for the creation of a 
pan-Arab publishing and distribution bouse that 
though Arab funded would be politically and financial- 
ly independent of provincial or ideological Arab 
pressures. 

Prince Nassau's motive was obviously to break new 
ground in continuing Arab efforts to enhance both the 
quality and integrity of Arab thought as revealed and 
exposed through Arab scientific and intellectual writ- 
jags. However, some of the Arab writers participating 
ip. the conference, themselves employed by their own 
regimes, were ill-prepared to fathom such ideas or 
consider incorporating them in their final resolutions. 
Instead, some resolutions adopted by the writers’ 
conference Tuesday once more resorted to “conde- 
amation” of Zionism, the West and “all the forces 
hostile to the nation.” Those resolutions were conspi- 
cuously void of any action plan or mechanism for 
advancing intellectual debate. This is most unfortunate 
since the proposal to create a free zone for Arab 
writers and journalists is a progressive idea that has to 
he considered and debated. For as long as democracy 
is anathema to many Arab countries, there can be no 
realistic hope ever that free exchange of opinion can 
nourish among and within the various Arab peoples. 
And as long as free thought is denied existence in the 
heartland of the Arab -. . arid, there can never be hope 
iXi upgrade and elevate Arab intellectual and scientific 
kiic-viedge. 

Zl Is unfortunate to note that at this late hour Arab 
intellectuals have been unable to project themselves or 
provide any evidence that they are ahead of the 
regimes they represent. If Arab writers could not 
understand that the fault in the Arab intellectual 
course lies within rather than outside, then something 
is fundamentally wrong in the way our, intellectuals 
think and operate. Most bizarre, for instance, is the 
writers’ call on their regimes to work for reconciliation 
while the writers themselves could not pool their 
resources to fight what is wrong and archaic in the 
Arab system, it is not a secret that Arab regimes are 
the main culprits behind the stifling of the freedoms of 
thought and expression that in turn resulted in a 
culture fearful of being invaded and defeated from the 
outside. Perhaps other writers, not so distinguished or 
guilty by association with repressive regimes, would 
Identify the real problem and point their fingers to it. 


A3SAB3C PS2ESS COMMENTARIES 


NOW THAT the body of the kidnapped Israeli soldier has been 
found, the Israeli military machine is escalating its aggression on 
the defenceless population and the Israeli leaders are issuing one 
threat after another against the resistance, said A1 Dustonr Arabic 
daily Wednesday. But no doubt *hr Israeli leaders realise the 
consequences of esc.. - 'lir.st the Palestinians, a 

move that can only create more violence and draw more 
resistance action on the part of the Palestinian people, said the 
daily. The paper said that the initial reaction for the killing of the 
Israeli soldier manifested the fact that the Israeli leaders are not 
willing to leam from the past and they do not realise the 
consequences resulting from such repression and the outcome of 
violence. It said that Israel will not benefit from repression and 
violence or the creation of an atmosphere conducive to violence 
and aggression. The Israeli leaders are showing the world that 
they are aToaart and that the'’ can only understand the language 
of force ...e> arc usin b a b ui:ist the Palestinians, the paper 

said. Therefore, this lust for terrorist actions and aggression can 
only be answered with counter measure on the part of the 
oppressed people, the paper added. It said that Israel can end the 
cycle of violence simply by responding to the call of peace and can ■ 
save its people from further suffering by ending the occupation of 
Palestinian lands. 


THE ONGOING criticism being directed against the draft law on 
press and bublieations in Jordan is motivated by the desire to 
enhance the process of democracy in Jordan, said a columnist in 
41 Ka'i daily. Salah Abdul Samad said that certain articles in tbe 
draft law drew angry reactions from the journalists whose ideas as 
presented in the daily press should be taken into consideration by 
the Parliament before the full endorsement of the law. The writer 
said that public interest is not the sole responsibility of a certain 
person or a certain group and therefore, the law should be just 
and fair to all. The government ought to withdraw the draft law 
from Parliament and set a special committee which should include 
Journalists to rephrase its various articles and provisions so that 
the outcome would be an acceptable formula for ail parties, 
proposed the writer. He said that withdrawal of the law before it 
can be endorsed in its present form means that the government is 
keen on safeguarding the interests of all concerned parties. He 
said that the government and the Parliament are keen on 
' safeguarding democracy and therefore they ought to take this step 
in the public's interests. 
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strategy can erode the Arabs 
ting strength at the peace talks 
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By Radwan Abdallah 


ALTHOUGH a large segment of 
public opinion supports die quest 
for a peaceful solution to the 
Middle East conflict, or at least 
. sees no harm in making the 
attempt, some political ly-aware 
individuals and groups share 
some degree of unease over the 
performance of our negotiating 
team. The greatest concern is 
expressed by those who consider 
the success of these negotiations a 
matter of supreme national in- 
terest since prospects for a suc- 
cessful outcome are closely linked 
to our approach to the negotiat- 
ing process itself. 

What follows is a general critic- 
al evaluation of our negotiating 
strategy, designed to expose and 
amplify whatever weaknesses ex- 
ist. This is not meant to depreci- 
ate several positive aspects that 
have already been achieved. The 
Arab side as a whole has scored 
many points with world public 
opinion; the process of creeping 
annexation of the occupied areas 
has been significantly slowed 
down and the Palestinians suc- 
ceeded in defeating Israel's 
attempts to exclude them. 

The start of political negotia- 
tions does not signal the end of 
conflict. And since it is true in 
politics, as it is true in economics, 
that one always tries to get as 
much as possible for as little as 
possible, attempts by the nego- 
tiating partners to influence each 
other are greatly intensified dur- 
ing the process of negotiations. A 
negotiating strategy is the objec- 
tive as well as the influencing 
technique chosen to achieve it. 

Following is an assessment of 
Jordan's negotiating posture: 

1) The resolution of conflict 
must involve an eventual ex- 
change of something or another. 
The land in exchange for peace 
formula, which we advocate, is 
simply the kind of exchange we 
find acceptable as a basis for the 
resolution of conflict; it is our 
objective. But this should not be 
confused with (he negotiating 
strategy. The strategy, in addition 
to tbe goals, refers to the 
methods and techniques to be 
used in order to arrive at this 
exchange. We have been confus- 
ing the ends with the means. 

Such a strategy becomes possi- 
ble when the party adopting it 
becomes convinced that the two 
sides recognise that each has 
something of great value to the 
other. A straight forward ex- 
change is then envisioned. Such a 
setting resembles a dear situation 
of mutual interest if the conces- 
sions the two parties make to one 
another have minimum costs. 
When such a situation exists, 
bargaining is hardly necessary. 
The political setting of the Arab- 


Israeli conflict is hardly condu- 
cive to such straight forward ex- 
change. Israel places a gre 3 t 
value on continued control of the 
occupied territories while norma- 
lisation of relations with Israel is 
anathema to many Arabs. But 
even if the Arab side is ready for' 
such an exchange, the Israelis 
have not expressed such willing- 
ness. Successful barter requires 
the readiness of both parties. A 
potential buyer who values a cer- 
tain item more than a certain sum 
of money must find a potential 
seller who values the same sum of 
money more than the item in 
question for the deal to be made. 

2) The failure of our offer for 
exchange reduced our strategy to 
one based on inducement. We try 
to induce the Israelis to withdraw 
by promising them recognition 
and normalisation of relations. 
The effectiveness of a promised 
reward as an instrument of in- 
ducement is a function of its size 
and credibility. The level of credi- 
bility. in turn, is a function of the 
cost of the promised reward. 
Thus, this technique requires fhar 
we communicate to the Israelis 
that their admittance ro the re- 
gional system is not contrary to 
our interests. 

This strategy does not create 
the conditions for negotiating 
with the adversary on equal 
terms. It is in fact a straight 
forward influence attempt based 
on a conditional commitment to 
reward. As such it will result in 
either success or failure l com- 
pliance or non-compliance). If 
the Israelis refuse the offer, we 
cannot build up The reward since 
normalisation is in fact our max- 
imum available concession. 
Therefore, their non-acceptance 
of our initial offer would lead to 
either an impasse or continued 
negotiations based on our readi- 
ness to scale down our own de- 
mands. 

If we communicate to the 
Israelis that the establishment of 
a conflict-free region is a cher- 
ished goal, we weaken our bar- 
gaining position. One does not 
need a strong inducement to 
strive for a certain favoured out- 
come. Our declared interest in 
ending the conflict weakens our 
ability to grant it as a potential 
concession and consequently re- 
moves it as an effective bargain- 
ing chip and weakens the very 
foundations of the land for peace 
formula to which we remain corn- 
mined. 

It is also a great mistake to 
make the question of the norma- 
lisation a foregone conclusion 
that is not in itself subject to 
negotiations as intense as those 
concerning the question of with- 
drawal. To limit the negotiations 
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to the price our adversary is 
willing to pay in return for our 
offer renders us helpless and 
gives him the initiative and total 
control over the pace and direc- 
tion of these negotiations. The 
conditions of peace are. as far as 
we are concerned, as important 
as the conditions of withdrawal. 

3) There is only one correct 
strategy for negotiating with an 
adversary. Such a strategy rests 
on the presentation of demands 
backed up by a threat. We 
threaten with continuing the poli- 
cy of exclusion unless they with- 
draw. 

Here, the necessary distinction 
between the means (strategy 
adopted to achieve a certain pre- 
ferred outcome), and the end 
(the nature of an acceptable out- 
come) is made. A rational bar- 
gainer is a utility maximiser. His 
goal is not only to achieve a 
beneficial solution but the most 
favourable one possible by tim- 
ing the interlocutor into a situa- 
tion where he has to make con- 
cessions. Thus, he always starts 
by denying the existence of condi- 
tions favourable for a straight 
forward exchange. 

A rational bargainer must al- 
ways hide his true convictions and 
intentions and must assume that 
the adversary is doing the same. 
Political bargaining always entails 
a clash of wits and wills where 
each side strives to avoid making 
concessions by communicating 
his total commitment to bis own 
demands and threats in an 
attempt to convince the interlocu- 
tor that a solution is possible only 
if he (the adversary) makes tbe 
concession. It is very clear that 
this is precisely what the Israelis 
> are doing. We placed ourselves in 
a disadvantageous position by 
opting for a negotiating strategy 
which is a mixture of inducement 
and exchange and which, apart 
from the fact that such a strategy 
is inappropriate in any negotiat- 
ing situation, is totally in- 
appropriate in this particular 
situation where our adversary is 
neither willing to be induced nor 
ready for an exchange. 

The effectiveness of this 
method, in sharp contrast to the 
inducement technique described 
above, rests primarily on the size 
and credibility of the threats and 
the bluffing skills of the nego- 
tiators. While inducement de- 
mands making the promised car- 
rot as attractive as possible, com- 
pelling requires making the stick 
as big as possible. The first stres- 
ses a precommitment to normal- 
ise totally while the second stres- 
ses a determination to deny Israel 
the status of a normal regional 
state. 

4) Our success in the negotia- 
tions will ultimately depend on 
two factors: The first is the value 
placed by the Israelis on gaining 


political access to the Arab 
World; the second is the negative 
value which we place on norma- 
lisation as perceived by the 
Israelis. To establish that Brad 
has a great interest in gaining 
regional access establishes very 
little regarding their expected 
conduct at tbe negotiating table. 
It merely indicates how much 
they will be willing to concede if 
they are driven into a comer. Our 
interest lies, therefore, in con- 
vincing them that tbe cost of 
making our concession is very 
high while tbe cost of not making 
it is very low (i.e. the status quo is 
not such a bad tiring). This is of 
value in communicating to them 
our concession limit (the refusal 
to accept an agreement that 
would make ns actually worse off 
than we would be in a conflict 
situation). 


“To Km it the nego- 
tiations to the price 
our adversary is 
willing to pay in 
return for our 
offer renders ns 
helpless and gives 
him the initiative 
and total control 
over the pace and 
direction of these 
negotiations. The 
conditions of peace 
are, as far as we 
are concerned, as 
important as the 
conditions of with- 
drawal.” 


THANKS AND APPRECIATION 

The family of the late Mr. Lee Fairhall 
wishes to thank the doctors and staff of 
the intensive Care Unit at A!-Khalidi 
Hospital for the excellent treatment he 
received there during his last days. We 
will always remember your kindness, 
during this difficult time. 


WANTED FOR RENT 

The American Embassy is seeking one to four bedroom 
unfurnished apartments and houses for its staff. The size 
of each type of apartment is specified below in net square 
meters. 

The term net square meters means the sum of the square 
meters measured from wall to waif of the living room, 
dining room, bathrooms, bedrooms, kitchen, closets, and 
halls. Storage and utility rooms and stairs are excluded 
from the calculation. 

Number of bedrooms Net Square meters 


One 

Two 

Three 

Four 


83 to 92 
1 19 to 132 
174 to 191 
202 to 224 


The most desirable apartments will have modem kitchens 
and bathrooms, however, the mission is willing to consider 
apartments with older amenities. 

The Embassy prefers apartments in the Abdoun, Sweifieh, 
Urn Uthefna, Al Rabieh, Um Summaq, or Jandaweel areas 
or in the areas from Fourth to Eight Circle but will consider 
other near by areas. 

Offers must include the price asked, the number of 
bedrooms in the apartment, the net square meters, the 
address of the apartment or house, and the name, 
address and telephone number of the owner. Floor plans 
are desirable but not required. 

The Embassy will deal only with owners. Offers should be 
sent to; 

General Services Officer 
P.O.Box 354 
Amman - Jordan 


In this regard, tbe kind of 
impression our negotiators im- 
plant in our opponent's mind is of 
paramount importance. One side 
may be driven into making dis- 
proportionate concessions if it is 
convinced of the other’s irrevoc- 
able commitment to its own 
stance. Objective reality seldom 
forms the basis upon which hu- 
man choices are made. The image 
of this reality is the guide, regard- 
less of the degree of accuracy or 
distortion. The art of negotiations 
is the art of influencing and man- 
ipulating the adversary's percep- 
tion of the relevant political en- 


vironment in a manner conducive 
to the making of choices that are 
highly favourable to the nego- 
tiator's interests. While it is not 
posable to influent* the oppo- 
nent’s valuation of his own stakes 
(in the demand of concision) or 
costs (of continued conflict), itis 
however possible to influence his 
perception of our own valuation 
of our stakes and costs and tbe 
degree of commitment to our 
maT iwm n demands and deter- 
mina tion to have our way. 

' Our negotiators waste no time 
in making their feelings felt. 
Obsession with progress, impati- 
ence over tbe slow pac e, cx - 
asperation with Israeli intransi- 
gence and frustration over lack of 
progress are signals that are being 
daily emitted to be deverly ex- 
ploited by our adversary. Such 
wnsk only serve to enhance the 
effectiveness of our enemy’s high- 
ly developed skills by conveying a 
of mind that is highly sus- 
ceptible to penetration and man- 
ipulation. Our enemy's display of 
apathy and reluctance at the 
negotiating table is designed to 
trigger our impatience. Our dis- 
play of frustration, therefore, 
only serves to reinforce their in- 
transigence. Frustration is caused 
by helplessness and lack of con- 
trol over variables determining a 
certain desired outcome. It is, 
'therefore, a strong signal of 
weakness that should not be con- 
veyed even if it is an accurate 
reflection of the negotiator’s 
actual state of mind. 

5) The Jordanian team’s con- 
tinuous barrage of briefings, 
statements and dedartfoos has 
been most damaging. 

Public pronouncements should 
be made part and parcel of the 
. negotiating process itself. What- 
ever else they are designed to 
achieve should be made secon- 
dary to the impact such declara- 
tions produce on our interlocutor 
or other interested parties cap- 
able of affecting the outcome. We 
should be able to differentiate 
very dearly between the require- 
ments of political propaganda 
and public relations exercises on 
toe one hand, and toe impera- 
tives of effective political bargain- 
ing on the other, and realise that 
the two may run counter to one 
another. The normal objectives 
of propaganda (principally the 
projection of a favourable image 
to public opinion) may conflict 
with its nature and objectives as 
an instrument of bargaining 
(principally to display commit- 
ment and show resolve, to mask 
one’s true intentions and confuse 
the adversary and so forth). 

Our negotiators' infatuation 
with the media had effectively 
turned the negotiations, into a. 
public display of oratory. Open 
negotiations tie tbe negotiator’s 
hands. Tactical moves which 
might be vital for an effective 
negotiating strategy might not be 
pleasing to domestic or foreign 
public opinion. The awareness of 
a public audience and the irresist- 
abje desire to please it or score 
public relations points could lead 
to tbe presentation of unreason- 
able demands that could make it 
extremely difficult to scale them 
down if and when tbe situation 
warrants. Furthermore, toe mul- 
tiplicity of audiences makes it 
impossible to select a particular 
target. Audiences with heter- 
ogeneous interests and outlooks, 
require radically different and 
perhaps conflicting manners of 
address, in terms of form and 
substance. Thus, a statement that 
is carefully weighed and targeted 


may produce toe desired e 
toe selected antoeuce but, 

is made in pubKc, nu 0 
produce ah undesbaBfe^ 
a different audfencc; 

6 ) Negotiations should 
confused with p etmafe . 
presentation of' pjateffifc 
meats has no value in 
someone to do sotjaetfa 
would make Ism worse-©: 
it is tanfly necessary ton 
someoitt to-do. wntegg •• 
•would- makctomrbeifctt^ 
negotiating pbufonn%^ 


justice and fairness. This 
poses the existence of if' 
objective judge who has 
terest in: the ou tooma% 
has the power . or amhc- ' 
enforce his decision; At Tfc - 
tutting table the two iAn . 
address each other, net s 
ter. Zf third parties have 
terest m a:partkuhT <Rr^ 
such mi interest wookL 
result of political calcdatx 
moral or legal , coasideag « — 

It is a great enor jcJ £3 
progress in the ae gptfa tfpft 9 
tingent upon AmericaV 
ness to- exert direct- press* 
Israel. ' The accanctJ? .. 
assessment of U-&-5Zabx 
efing the conflict is Verfjr ~ 

1 in calculating o movn'aeff 
- strength., since IsraelVintj . 

* a s uc c ess ful ontconiftjkife r- 
extent derived firom-di 

assessment ofAmcrica’sfi 
the issue. It is iiapxtist . 
member that tins . Araefc 
terest is based pa" yodo£ 
and regional consktexaticQ 
not something we created . 
constant pleas andapj* 
their better judgemeB& „ 
our conduct doerW c&B 
interest rtsetf, it coddf «' 
their selection of the-m 
achieve their objective 
naively drink that our - 
eagerness for peace, crag 
our enemy’s retoctmc^u 
dragging, win induce the. I 
take a more active pari 
negotiations. We further^ . 
that such an i nter v en e 
necessarily be in oer favot 
we are convinced that In- 
transigence is the only sts 
block. It is obvious tint# 

has a strong interest ma I 

ftti outcome, bufthis says j 
about the method tin; 
choose to achieve it. It a 
reason to assume that th 
choose to follow the ease 
Accordingly, they wifi" 
pressure where it 
produce maximum effect* 
perceive chat we are to? 
eager party and hence ijgL 
ready to concede an 
influence, they may too 
exert pressure on ns ran* 
the Israelis. Our ownJSI 
that we cannot achieve-* 
without their active, into? 
is in itself a signal.of xc? 
Effective bargaining lajuie 
we hide such weaknesses^: 
they do exist • . 

We must arrive al a.cfo 
final conclusion as towht® 
ability to grant Israel lto} 
security and a reponal foffe 
us the bargaining strength-- - 
sary to produce an. wnp 
result. These are the realpc • 
terms of reference tothe bc ~ 
tions. No negotiating sttriej _ 
be a substitute for real nq.. 
ing strength. But a had -_s& 
can erode much of wbi 
negotiating strength we J» - 

Tbe writer is chairman ^* 
Department of Political St 
at tbe University of lord* 


LETTERS 'i 

Love thy visitor! 

To tbe Editor: \ . ' 

To someone coming to the region for the first time, Jordan i*j 
ideal place to have a great peaceful vacation. 

Jordanians are known for their hospitality generated 
Islamic culture and customs. But toe issue 1 want to higW»#* ; 
is the mentality of some people who insist on wrongly depkX 
some tourists coming to Jordan. . 

We certainly have values and customs that we go by, but w- 

should not put our guests in a strange and anconafortable positit 

Some tourists coming to Jordan get harassed and are . tow 
remarks they are not interested in hearing and by which mauy 
them are offended. "* 

We should all regard foreigners with objectivity. They 
because of our great reputation which precedes ns in cvetyaspe 
Being nice, would be very helpful and wotrfd fadp/fogg. 
tourism- We must take into consideration that each 
different from the other, and that differences mate 
unique. We should treat tourists the way we would-. 
treated. That way we will be living up to our. reputation*^ 


P.O. Box S2l. 

Amman, 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions fr?® i 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters ifltend»» 
publication, however, should contain the writer’s full 
preferably address as well. Names can be withheld ordf^m 
request and under special circumstances. Letters are snhjda^ 
editmg. The newspaper is not responsible for the return dronasB 
manuscripts. 
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£* w *wJ*k . By J*™ Arraf 

ca: ^ ..*' Reuter 

v ' sr -’»ne t0 ) «j.': '. - 

i; r“ !r ' £ ^ i hb ^-zIR AiN ASA TA , Jordan 
^ : / 4|cftaeo/ogisfs working in 
! c 3? » ctf t&e mosf desolate set- 
&%£* "W? earth have disco- 
: - ?<v rrfa 7th cenfuiy monas- 

_^r. '“J c iar^^jjedfca/erf to Lot, who 
from the fire and 
'*■■- -v:: °f Sodom and 

: - =:. , P . ,' n .- <f]je excavation near the 
-•'; ‘.he jy^^td. Sea has unearthed a 
;' "^iruj^-jastejy and an e/aborare 
: _” ! • : ’ , f as we// as what may 

sis* p' L tfie cave where believers 
■■ :r :fra a^J - too* refirge with his 
3‘ 5: infers after Ats wr'/e 

i! l ]n 'z*j£f back and was turned 
_ _ -_ . 


/nro a pillar of salt. 

“77ie early Christians be- 
lieved this was Lot's cave — 
w/ien pilgrims came to \isit, 
this is what they presented as 
th e room,’’ Greek 
archaeologists Konstantinos 
Polilis told visitors winded 
from the steep, 20-minute 
climb up the mountain. 

There, the Old Testament 
says. & v en wine and seduced 
by his two daughters desper- 
ate to continue the family, 
the nephew of Abraham 
fathered Moab and Ammon, 
whose descendants populated 
ancient Jordan. 

Mr. Politis, who directed 
the British Museum-funded 


: rwapt*: 

excavation completed in 
November, said the cave had 
been robbed centuries ago. 

But workers digging deep- 
er found a bronze age clay 
pot and drinking cups dating 
to the period when Lot would 
have lived 

Four thousand years after 
Lot, early Christians drawn 
by legends of the site built an 
elaborate basilica dedicated 
to what both the Bible and 
the Koran describe as a right- 
eous man who was saved by 
God because he railed 
against the sins of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. 

"Lot please bless us," 
reads a plaintive inscription 


from three early pilgrims. 

Some geologists believe 
the two cities, supposedly 
destroyed for their sins in a 
rain of fire and brimstone, 
could have been annihilated 
in a volcanic eruption while 
eerie upright salt formations 
gave rise to the Biblical story' 
of Lot's wife. 

The monastery, depicted 
on an important 6th-century 
mosaic floor map which 
places it above the city of 
Zoar (modern-cay Safi), has 
been sought by Biblical 
archaeologists for decades. 

It came to light only after 
excavating an ancient stone 
reservoir visible from the 


winding road which twists 
through the jagged moun- 
tains and ancient crafe/s to 
the sour A eastern end of the 
Dead Sea — still referred to 
in Arabic as the Sea of Lot. 

Jordanian soldiers on the 
road descending to the life- 
less ocean — the lowest point 
on Earth — patrol the bleak 
mountains which sheltered 
Palestinian guerrillas in the 
1970s within sight of Israeli- 
held territory. 

The site, a twisting three- 
hour drive from Amman, 
consists of a basilica with two 
rows of columns and an aisle 
leading to the cave and kitch- 
en and dining areas where 


monks gathered for meals. 

Mosaic floors bright with 
vines and animals date the 
structures to 606 and 691 AD 
— a period of thriving 
monastic tradition in Pales- 
tine which survived the Mus- 
lim conquest. 

A community of perhaps 
JOG monks lived in nearby 
caves, coming down to the 
monastery for prayer and 
communal meals, said Mr. 
Politis . who is writing a book 
on the excavation for the 
British Museum. 

Despite the desolate set- 
ting, the monastery, one of 
hundreds which flourished in 
that period, was fed by a 






3 : i|3- A globally accepted plan for the future 


• 3 ,: •• ' ; i Mi Mir Saiers 

the Jordan Times 
r? home in a small , 

:■ ^?.^~\oteBshing town in Cana- 
zz^'lC isolated Nova Scotia, 
,7.r- : S-Jjnd.:Baird wants to save 

- -c ;• /vwodd 

^ 'We are standing at the 
• jsfiAtf of what will be- 
V '-.:v'ie tfe greatest age in the 

- ~ =■:. humankind. ” proc- 

V ; - isiteport issued recently 

' rikanal! think tank, which 
'V ;* f ffiq g to “help to inject 
. J “7 . rgy into this new age. V 
. V' .yl -’iadi today is the first day 
:$e rest of your life. 

■ .. ff.'-Baird, head thinker. 

BsHaiifax-based Hunter 
. T&Jhink Tank have put 

- •: proposal to rid 

- ■'.■if/. worid of its nasty 
.■ Products;, unemployment, 

• .-ntt? terrorism, ethnic 

- -wring, starvation , opu- 

: 'je$fgintrd dogs and peep 
‘-^Fate just some Bis that 


will fantastically disappear, 
says Mr. Baird, should his 
ideas be realised. 

Mr. Baird writes: " What is 
badly needed is a globally 
accepted plan for the Attune. 
Until we have a plan we will 
continue into the future like a 
ship without a rudder. With- 
out a plan forces cannot be 
focused. If an alien showed 
up to warn us, we have ten 
yeans before our species be- 
comes extinct, it wouldn’t be 
long before we had our first 
global plan. Do we have to 
wait for them to motivate 
us?” 

Enter the Hunter Street 
Cbeerieading Squad. 

Hunter Street has written 
“ »n offer to the public of 
planet Earth" a proposed 
plan for the future. Nothing 
new, really. However, this 
proposal is an anomally 
among the humdrum, dry, 


pseudo-intellectual presenta- 
tions prefered by most other 
think tanks; Hunter Street’s 
proposals are contained in a 
novel — one which would 
impress most grade school 
creative writing teachers. 

The proposals are not so 
subtely presented in a story 
about a wizard, aliens and 
main characters named Try 
and Lila on the gloomy, war- 
raviged planet Pie where 
everyone is too busy caring 
for themselves to do anything 
to better their situation. 

Try is a missile engineering 
student who narowly escapes 
death from a terrorist blast 
on a street in a dirty, stormy, 
city. After the trauma, he 
and his girlfriend Liia pledge 
their lives to “end the hate 
permeating (the) planet" and 
venture out to solicit the help 
of a reclusive, all-knowing 
wizard who fives in the only 


beautiful place on the planet 
— a sun-drenched, tropical 
island. After “an arduous trip 
through the crashing seas." 
they rind him and “ fortunate- 
ly , be is a friendly wizard ” 
who unselfishly agrees to 
empower them with the 
panacean knowledge. 

The story and its blindly 
obvious symbolism continue 
as the wizard shows Try and 
Lila the wonders of his home 
planet which, of course, de- 
monstrate just bow fantastic 
our world could be. 

To be fair, some of his 
proposals seem legitimite. A 
worldwide electronic uni- 
versity. enabling earthlings to 
study via computer, and a 
sophisticated bullet-train 
linking the dries of the world 
are enxisionable and one can 
argue the practicality of their 
implementation. 

Others, however splendid 


they are, make you cynically 
wonder if Mr. Baird and his 
fellow think tankers were 
tanked when they thinked. 

The worldwide bank 
account, funded generously 
by governments and citizens, 
that would "touch" the peo- 
ple of the world and " com- 
bine their strengths to gener- 
ate awesome creative ener- 
gy" to forever end depress- 
ions and recessions is one 
that springs to mind . 

One does have to give the 
guy some credit — he’s not 
all talk : he is putting his plan 
into action. 

Mr. Baird has sent his 
proposal and a synopsis of his 
novel, A Magic Thing — The 
Evolution of a Super Civilisa- 
tion. to newspapers and news 
organisations around the 
world. (Which is his biggest 
mistake — most news orga- 
nisations aren't regarded as 


pinnacles of positivity, espe- 
cially when confronted with 
such bordering on the bizarre 
ideas. Mr. Baird, no doubt, 
would say this is part of the 
problem). 

He is looking for a pub- 
lisher in every country for his 
“ document on the future 
The publisher receives a "fair 
and normal percentage of 
royalty ” bur must agree pay- 
ments that normally would go 
to the author would be used 
instead to buy computers for 
students in the country. 

Knowledge is power. 

A copy of the 64,000 word 
manuscript is S100, ‘to help 
cover the costs of... produc- 
tion. " He is looking for an 
interested publishing bouse 
in Jordan to take him up on 
bis offer. 

Mr. Baird lives on Hunter 
Street in Halifax, Nova Sco- 
tia. Canada. 
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Somali farmers find 


-■ riiv. Vivekanand 

- Times Staff Reporter 


. . .WAS not drought and 

jrS that were behind the 
. of the Somali people as 
V -.iTas the wanton destruc- 

.... _• -of farmlands and looting 

‘ arming Lois and equip- 
:r .r t,. which deprived enter - 
. riff Somali farmers of all 

- i-Sns to make a living for 
. -Tsetves instead of having 

s (tend their hands for 
" national handouts. 

- y.yday, one of the few 

: ID spots that contrast with 
'' - p^barp images of death , 
y . J and starvation in 
'^.-aow is a small but signiti- 
.-.sector of the forming 
^ I : ru3atrbn slowly starting to 
. l„r tbe land, thanks to the 
bined efforts of the Brit - 
... charity Oxfam, which is 
'"■’Hying . seeds and pesti- 
::4, mid the United Nations 
* „ . Wren’s Fund (UNICEF), 
•••■ ds offers other in-kind 

makes it even more 
[rising is that the so-called 
pp ibititation. of agriculture 
^ taken roots around Kis - 
o m the southeast, a tra - 
• -JfpoaJfy lawless troublespot 
\ |?l» l ’*e war-tom Horn ofAfri- 
vtuntry. 

p to 6,000 Somali families 
now benefiting from the 
-• T.CEF-Oxfaih effort , 
tii inyofves encouraging 
.-- d farmers to cultivate 
r land by offering them 


~7 '■ ^ ' .. 


the essential needs of farm- 
ing: Tools, seeds and water. 

"We lost everything in the 
war, ” said Abdi Dagle, who, 
along with his entire family, 
was preparing a one-square- 
kilometre -land to plant 
maize. "Gunmen came repe- 
at idly to the village and took 
away everything that we own- 
ed; our tools, pumpsets and 
cattle. " 

The story of the Dagle 
family is typical of most 
Somali formers, but it stands 
out in that the Dagles did not 
flee their land despite the 
heavy odds. 

“There was no food; peo- 
ple were dying around us. 
There was no water and dis-' 
eases were plenty. But we 
still bung on, eating grass and 
roots, ’’ recalled Dagle. "We 
bad nowhere to go except our 
own land. But we stayed, 
praying to God not to be 
cruel to us for our entire 
life.” 

Dagle's hopes were re- 
warded when international 
relief agencies slowly made 
their way to Kismayu and set 
up feeding centres to meet 
the urgent needs of the peo- 
ple. Although nowhere near 
acceptable levels, the help 
kept alive families like the 
Dagles and those in the 
camps for the displaced. 

And that was indeed a 
miracle, given the clan rivalry 
and violence that plagued 


Kismayu — one of the most 
violent of Somali regions 
where half of a dozen orga- 
nised groups and hundreds of 
bandit gangs roamed the 
countryside:, taking what they 
wanted by force and attack- 
ing everything that moved. 

Kismayo and the surround- 
ing region are blessed with 
water from the Jubba River, 
which flows down to the Indi- 
an Ocean. For centuries, the 
land has been very fertile and 
the people very hardworking. 
It is only a matter of time before 
the region gets back on its feet, 
provided law and order is 
restored and fanners are en- 
couraged to go back to their 
land, U.N. experts say. 

Coconut palms are plenty 
in the coastal region. Every 
part of the palm is of use to 
man. in one form or another. 
The fruit is edible, and yields 
healthy cooking oil while its 
shell could be excellent fire- 
wood as well as fibre for ropes 
and mattresses. The palm 
branches and trunk are hous- 
ing material for many. 

It is estimated that there 
are up to two million coconut 
palms in and around Kis- 
mayo, offering the inland the 
look of a typical island in the 
Indian Ocean or the main- 
land in southern India. 

The " rehabilitation of agri- 
culture” has already planted 
the seeds of the hopes of 
farmers in Kismayo likg 
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*ere a Messing in disguise for nan*? 
■S®** since roads iw*re Wocfced 


Many SosnaSi families wSsici s have 
either returned to their farmlands 
or never left the land despite vio- 
lence and starvation, are now till- 
ing the land as part of an agri- 

Dagle who says he needs again." 
nothing but tools and seeds co in addition 
make the farms — of bananas f am provides 
and other fruits as well as small quantitie 
maize and wheat — shine fn its turn. L 
green 3gain. farming tools i 

For the moment, the well as fuel foi 
Dagles are working the land “This land 
of another, who owns a water don't really ne 
pump-set which qualifies the says Dagle. J 
family to get free fuel from are essential . 
UNICEF. UNICEF agro 

The Dagles are not work- sure round-th 
ing for full wages ; only a part tion of the la t 
of their labour is paid in cash, , different seasi 
the rest is in the form of The agrievh 
water from the land since. Kismayo wen 
Dagle's farm does not have November by 
direct access to water chan- ing of the 
nels. Thousands 

But the family is happy. It kilometres of 
has found a new hope among lands were unt 
despair and their spirits are metres of wa 
rising just as the level of the Bui that was i 
muddy waters of the Jubba worries of the 
River. for the better t 

“This is the only work we four years, h: 
know." said Dagle's wife, under the dres 
Ha/uma. as she encouraged the gun. 
her children to work rather “ Floods an 
than staring at the small Somali legacy 
group of reporters and cam- the agronomis 
eramen who descended on have learnt tc 
them out of the blue. The UN I Cl 

“We will be working on ject is target ti 

our own land soon." Dagle /arming fa mill 
explained as his wife’s eyes “We hope r hi 

gleamed with hope. "As soon ter recedes, v 
as the work is finished here, age many fron 
the owner of the land mill the displaced 
divert bis water channel to their land and 
our land and then we hope to The waters 
have our own farm going indeed recede 


cultural rehabilitation programme 
launched in the southeast of the 
country (photo by R, V m Viveka- 
nand) 


again. 

in addition to seeds. Ox- 
fam prorides pesticides and 
small quantities of fertilisers. 
In its turn, UNICEF offers 
farming tools such as hoes as 
well as fuel for water pumps. 

“This land is blessed; we 
don't really need fertilisers. ” 
says Dagle. But. fertilisers 
are essential, explained a 
UNICEF agronomist, to en- 
sure round-the-year utilisa- 
tion of the land by planting 
.different seasonal crops. 

The agricultural efforts in 
Kismayo were set back in 
November by massive flood- 
ing of the' Jubba River. 
Thousands of square 
kilometres of fertile farm- 
lands were under at least two 
metres of water for weeks. 
But that was the least of the 
worries of the Somalis, who. 
for the better part of the past 
four years, have been living 
under the dreadful shadow of 
the gun. 

“ Floods are part of the 
Somali legacy said Abdi. 
the agronomist. “People here 
have learnt to live with it. ” 

The UNICEF-Oxfam pro- 
ject is targetting up to 20.000 
/arming families in the area. 
"We hope that once the wa- 
ter recedes . we can encour- 
age many from the camps for 
the displaced to get back to 
their land and start working. " 

The waters of Jubba may 
indeed recede; but the fears 


of the Somalis are still high. 

"I cannot go back to my 
farm,” said a community 
leader in a camp for the 
displaced in Kismayo town. 
"Looters and bandits are still 
very active in the area and I 
cannot afford to expose my 
people to danger any more 
than they are today, ” argued 
the middle-aged man who 
identified himself as Omar, a 
leader of the Bantu commun- 
ity living about 50 kilometres 
inland from Kismayo. 

When Omar spoke to this 
reporter in the third week of 
November, it was rumoured 
that it was only the flood 
waters that was keeping a 
powerful armed group from 
moving towards Kismayo to 
take over the town. But since 
then, American-led interna- 
tional forces have landed in 
Mogadishu, the capital which 
lies some 600 kilometres to 
the north, and were planning 
to land in Kismayo soon. 

As and when that happens, 
it will probably be the de- 
liverance of the Dagles, the 
Omars and others like them. 

"We are not lighters: We 
are a simple fanning com- 
munity which minds its own 
business." said the Bantu 
leader. “We don't care for 
whoever is in power, here in 
Kismayo or in Mogadishu. 
All we want is to be left 
alone, to work on our land 
and feed our families.” 


spring where monks grew 
grapes, apricots and olives on 
irrigated terraces. 

Seeds and bones found on 
the site show 25 different 
kinds of foods, including 
meat, fowl and fish which 
would have been served to a 
constant stream of visitors to 
the Monastery of Saint Lot. 

"It was an attractive life for 
young, educated males — 
monks paid no taxes," said 
Mr. Politis. 

Although present-day 
thieves have stolen two of the 
most important architectural 
pieces, the excavation, partly 
funded by the Greek govern- 
ment. recovered an elaborate 


seven-cornered pulpit, coins, 
fine pottery and fragments of 
hanging metal and glass 
lamps. 

Mr. Politis said common 
items such as silver platters 
and goblets might have origi- 
nally been in the church but 
looted in antiquity. 

In a mass grave just unear- 
thed under the dining room 
floor, the disjointed 
skeletons of 10 monks lie 
jumbled in a heap. 

Mr. Politis said his team 
would soon seal the grave, 
covering the bones which 
have grown brown and pow- 
dery in the 13 centuries since 
they were buried. 
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Oft P ower and Princ4de: Brass's 
HatfonaBsattonAndBtsA&asraEiaek 

'By Mostafa Elm 

Syracuse University Press, New York 1992, $39.95 

The familiar thesis of this book is that Dr. Mohammad 
Mossadeq, perceiving Iran as the enfeebled and innocent 
prey of the British , the Russians and its own imperial 
governments, Qajar and Pahlavi, was resolved, since 1921, 
to stop foreign interference and introduce parliamentary 
democracy. '* Constitutional rule could not develop as long 
as foreign domination fed local corruption And for 
Mossadeq the symbol and instrument of foreign domina- 
tion was the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company , whose conces- 
sion bad been exacted from a despotic Iranian regime. The 
nationalisation of the company was in consequence " legally 
and morally right.” The opposing British case in the 
ensuing dispute was that abrogation of the concession and 
seizure of the company amounted to robbery, and that a 
settlement must include fair compensation, no discrimina- 
tion against British interests, and arrangements for an 
efficient industry. 

For purposes of research into the history of this 
lamentable confrontation, official Iranian archives, apart 
from the published Asnade Naft of 1951 and the proceed- 
ings of Senate and Majlis, were presumably not accessible 
to Dr. Elm. Haymaking, however, amongst the British 
material now disclosed in the Public Records Office, he 
recounts the desperate endeavours of Her Majesty’s 
Government to manipulate Iranian opinion, to encourage 
the shah, to enlist American support, to diminish the 
intransigence of the company, and in the end to get rid of 
Mossadeq himself. These shenanigans, to be sure, ironical- 
ly or sourly described here with copious quotation from 
sources high and low, sound “ impossibly high-banded ” in 
our enlightened times 40 years on. But in the contemporary 
context of the cold war, the heyday of Nasser and the 
chaotic state of Iranian politics, it was not altogether 
wicked to try to protect a pretty substantia 1 British interest 
and a principle of international behaviour. Indeed the 
claim of Anthony Eden, endorsing the establishment of the 
consortium which, with Iranian participation, eventually 
. took over the oil industry, that it was the policy of Britain 
to do all in their power to ensure the wellbeing and 
prosperity of Persia , ” was not necessarily quite as “ far from 
the truth ” as Dr Elm affir ms. 

If there were natural conflicts of interest between Iran 
and Britain, the conflict of personality in this case was 
acute. There could be no more intractable contrast than the 
difference between the chairman of the company, William 
Fraser Lord Strathahnond (or Lord Crude of Abadan, as 
Gulbenkian unkindly entitled him), a “mean Glasgow 
accountant and the saintly, emotional and obstinate 
Mossadeq. In their struggle with that heroic Iranian, 
Herbert Morrison and “ the ineffable Shephered,” ambas- 
sador in Tehran, get short shrift from Dr. Elm. And 
Mossadeq himself of course was beset by radical agitators 
in the National Front, not to mention “the royal court and 
the privileged elite. ” 

Wise Americans, initially not so closely concerned in the 
imbroglio, did their best to mediate, but inevitably became 
involved in the search for reasonable stability in Iran. They 
paid deadly in Iranian hatred for American support for 
autocratic government. Their intervention in 1954 , accord- 
ing to Dr. Elm, “planted the seeds ” of the revolution 25 
years later, of foe Iranian war with Iraq, of the invasion of 
Kuwait, and of the Gulf War of 1991 — Middle East 
International. - • 
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THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 

May God defend me from my friends. I can defend myself 
from my enemies 

— Francois Voltaire, French wrifer-phi/osopher (1694- 
1778). 

Yes and no are the oldest and simplest words, but they 
require the most thought 

— Pythagoras, Greek philosopher-mathematician (about 
582 B.C.-500 B.C.). 

Only parents' love can last our lives 
—Robert Browning English poet (1812-1889). 

I believe in the discipline of silence and can talk for hours 
about it 

— George Bernard Shaw, English playwright (1856-3950). 

He who sings frightens away his ills 

— Miguel De Cervantes, Spanish writer (1547-1616). 
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New book reveals little- known 
facts about Casablanca 



By Bob Thomas 

T le Associated Press 


LOl ANGELES — Fans of 
the 1943 classic Casablanca 
koo ■ that Humphrey Bogart 
nev> ■ said , “ play in again , 
San: '* 

B :t do they know that a 
19k * Warner Bros. Publicity 
refe se announced the stars 
wot d be Ronald Reagan , 
Am Sheridan and Dennis 
Moi jan? 

7 at is one of the little 
kno m facts disclosed in the 
new book, Round Up The 
Use J Suspects: The making 
of Casablanca — Bogart, 
Ber, man and World War H 
by Jjean Harmetz. 

C ‘ the publicity release, 
the luthor says: * They did 
thin : they could put Ann 
She idan in the movie, but 
thej knew they couldn't cast 
Ro aid Reagan The 
reaim; Reagan had already 
bee • scheduled for active 
dut in the army. 


Bogart had been slated to 
play Rick from the begin- 
ning, but producer Hal Wallis 
wanted Hedy Lamarr as Bsa. 
But Louis B. Mayer wouldn Y 
lend his glamour star to rival 
Warner Bros. 


said , ‘well, if we can't do any 
better...' very late in the 
movie, be sent a memo 
saying, ‘find me a negro actor 
who can ring these songs. 'He 
didn't like Dooley Wilson's 
voice , either.” 


Wallis’ next choice was the 
French import Michelle Mor- 
gan. But she wanted $35,000. 
and Ingrid Bergman was 
available from David O. Selz- 
nick at $25,000. 

All of the casting seems 
inspired. Conrab Veidt, Pe- 
ter Lorre, S.Z. Sakall, Mar- 
cel Dalio, Helmet Dan tine 
and many lesser players were 
themselves refugees from 
Nazi Germany. 

Round Up The Usual Sus- 
pects discloses that producer 
Wallis was unhappy with one 
member of the cast, Dooley 
Wilson (to whom Bergman 
said, "play it, Sam,” and 
Bogart said , "play it”). 

The author remarks: “ Wal- 
ks kept writing memos that 


Mrs. Harmetz, a former 
film reporter for the New 
York Times, viewed the film 
more than a dozen times dur- 
ing her research. She doesn't 
remember the first time she 
saw Casablanca. 


lieves the nature of the script- 
writing was a major element. 

“Howard Koch, who was a 
very serious playwright , 
wrote it senous. He gave 
Rick Blaine, (Bogart) a back- 
ground of running guns to 
Ethiopia and righting for the 
loyalists in the Spanish Civil 
War. He deepened the poli- 
tics of it. 


“What I remember very 
vividly as a small child was 
listening to the radio on that 
Academy Award night in 
1944 and wanting desperately 
for Humphrey Bogart to win 
and being so unhappy when 
he didn't.” 


Paul Lukas was named 
Best Actor for Watch On The 
Rhine. 


The lasting success of 
Casablanca has long been 
analysed. The author be - 


“ 1 think the movie intri- 
gues us today partly because 
of its ambiguity. People still 
argue whether Ingrid Berg- 
man was really in love with 
Paul Henreid and only pre- 
tending with Bogart. Or 
whether Bogart was just a 
little bit relieved when she 
went off with Henreid.” 

And did the characters 
portrayed by Bogart and 
Bergman sleep together in 
Paris? 

“Absolutely, not only in 
Paris. They slept together in 
Casablanca. I am quite sure. 
But the production code was 


extremely vigorous at that 
■time. Impure love was not 
allowed. Even pure love be- 
tween a husband and wife 
could not be shown. If they 
were in bed together, one of 
them had to keep a foot on 
the floor, " Mrs. Harmetz 
said. 

She said Casablanca would 
have included a sex scene if it 
were made today. “ Yon 
know what? The movie 
wouldn't have some of the 
ambiguity and sexual tension 
that it has now,” she said. 

The SnaJ “we will always 
have Paris” speech was 
■filmed on Stage 1 during a 
July heat wave. 

A heavy spray of movie fog 
obscured the fact that the 
waiting airplane was a 
wooden cutout. To give the 
plane a proper perspective. 
Assistant Director Lee Katz 
had the inspiration of hiring 
midgets to portray mechanics 
around the plane. 
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Asian- American groups 


fosters 


By Ernest Sander 

7 ne Associated Press 


LO ANGELES — Mr. 
Bas ball has no Asian butlers 
or r, irses. Instead, the movie 
trots out more modern 
die. es: The freewheeling, 
bra : i American running up 
aga, ist the conformist , rigid 
Japi nese, sushi and low ceil- 
ings 

A ian-Americans generally 
don : think the film, starring 
Ton Selleck as an American 
on : Japanese baseball team, 
is a iti- Japanese. But many 
said it's subtly destructive to 
the Asian image. 

" hey (Hollywood execu- 
tive. ) feel like they need to 
mai : an excuse for why there 
is ai Asian in a movie, ” said 
Gil; Aoki, president of 
Mer/a Action Network for 
Asii rt Americans. 

A i Asian-Americans in 
Hoi v wood make the trans- 
form ation to such roles as 
bar -driving businessmen. 


aggress/ve television repor- 
ters or nerdy, overachieving 
students, they say the new 
roles are as flawed as the old 
ones. 


Indeed, a flip through the 
film riles reveals plenty of 
examples of movies with 
Asians who are portrayed as 
anything from boorish to 
emotionless to silly: “sub- 
human military commanders 
In The Bridge Over The Riv- 


er Kwai; a pidgin English 
speaking man in Sixteen Can- 
dles: Chinese mob leaders in 
Year Of The Dragon. 

The Association for Asian- 
Pacific American Artists 
(AAPAA) gives out its Jim- 
mie Awards to movies, tele- 
vision shows „ advertisements 
and companies that project 
Asian-Americans in a ^posi- 
tive light. Past ivinners in- 
clude David Lynch's Twin 
Peaks, Alan Parker's Come 
See The Paradise and The 
Karate Kid mories. 


But this year no awards 
were presented. Nothing de- 
served a nomination, said 
AAPAA President Wendy 
Fujihara Anderson. 

And Asian-Americans say 
that , despite the Jimmie 
Award recipients, movies 
like Year Of The Dragon are 
more the norm. 

In that 1985 movie, fear of 
controversy prompted 
MGM-UA to issue a dis- 
claimer with it. At the time it 
was released, one Asian actor 
involved with the movie de- 
fended it, remarking how re- 
freshing it was fhar “so many 
Asian faces were simply 
allowed to breathe...” 

But these days Asian- 
Americans say they want to 
breathe in more realistic 
ways, and they're not getting 
enough chances to do that. 

The screen actors guild 
(SAG) reports that 1.170 out 
of 70.000 members, or about 
1.5 per cent, are Asian. By 
contrast. Asian-A mericans 


account for about 3 per cent 
of the country’s population. 

• According to SA G. in 1 991 
some 50,075 acting jobs were 
performed, of which S09. or 
about 1.5 per cent, involved 
Asian actors. And out of a 
total 250,950 days worked by 
actors during the year. 3.584. 
also about 1.5 per cent, in- 
volved Asians. On the pro- 
duction end. 91 of 9.700 
members, or less than 1 per 
cent, of the Directors Guild 
of America are Asians. 

“ Most of our clients are 
Asian- American, bom in this 
country. Bur most of the 
parts they go for are as fore- 
igners. They are constantly 
asked to put on an accent.” 
said Ken W hire. an assistant 
at Guy Lee and Associates . a 
talent agency that represents 
mostly Asian-American 
actors. “There are very few 
roles where the character is 
actually an Asian without an 
accent. “ 

Although Mr. White said 


the lack of diversity in Asian- 
American casting is “tiring.” 
Asian-Americans are equally 
concerned chat moviegoers 
may be forming inaccurate 
perceptions of Asian- 
Americans. 

The Media Action Net- 
work's Aoki says Asian- 
Americans are partly to 
blame for their ill treatment 
on the silver screen. An audi- 
ence is less likely to hear 
“nigger" or “fag" than 
“Jap, ” he said, because Hol- 
lywood can use the latter with 
impunity. 

‘ 4 With Asian-Americans, 
you can get away with it. 
They don r t fight back. ” Mr. 
Aoki said. “ Blacks have done 
a good job of calling people 
when they think they’ve been 
insensitive to them. They've 
been good at warning people, 
'don't mess with us. We have 
a big enough population and 
we w ill come down on you. 

Tim Dang, director of an 
all-Asian version of Stephen 


Sondheim’s Into The Woods, 
said Asian-Americans suffer 
from disunity. 

“We are so fractured. The 
Chinese, the Japanese, the 
Koreans we all have our own 
cultures Mr. Bang said. 
“We are trying fo learn (to 
organise) from the African- 
American groups and the 
women’s groups.” 

So typecasting continues, 
and most of those inter- 
viewed said they do not ex- 
pect the practice to change 
much. 

“For the most part , 
stereotypes are recognisable 
and cliches work," said 
Charles Johnson . an execu- 
tive producer at Universal 
Pictures . .. . 

r. . Janet Yang , vice president 
of Oliver Stone's Ixdan Pro- 
duction Company, owner of 
the rights to Amy Tan’s The 
Joy Luck Clud. also attri- 
buted the situation to an un- 
willingness to take creative 
chances. 


“They only want some- 
thing if it has already work- 
ed,” she said. 

The only way around this 
“odd cross between art and 
commerce Ms. Yang said, 
is through actors and charac- 
ters “that are so outstanding 
that you almost bypass the 
racial question.” 

For Asian-Americans. 
though, struggling with bow 
to end an intense period of 
Asian-Bashing , the issue of 
stereotyping transcends “en- 
tertainment. ” 


States to go uptit 
Several years ' ag oy ■ 
Chin, a ChmeseAil 
was clubbed ta 
couple of unemphyc 
workers in Dctngti ' 
the beating, theaS 


blame for a slump; 
industry in the United 
They thought- b 
Japanese. 


“Because contact (between 
Asian-Americans and others) 
is so limited said Jimmy 
Tokeshi of the Japanese- 
Axnerican Citizen's League, 
“We are left with the carica- 
tures of Asian, people who 
don't speak English well , the 


Hollywood is certi 
the only reason for the 
American image <ri * 
pens say. The ecqga 
migration and tbe-'i 
relations between ihe 
States and Japan are- 
tors. t _ 


corporate predators, the plot- 
ters of the secret attack on 


Pearl Harbour, the 
Academic nerds causing 
grade curves in the United 


sidCer for somepedA 
. these ctmem &kntsi 
entertainment, the «. 
be toxic. 

Said Ms. Yang: 
related. The public 
sciousness. It’s aflj 
what racism is atom 


French^ language music - 


for ethnic communities 



Some sing in French. Others do 
not. They are the music of French 
language lands and the joyous 
dance of peoples. “ Outside (the 
metropole j, we are the French,” 
says one of them, the Zaire pianist 
Ray Lema, “because there is no- 
thing Anglo-Saxon about our 
music.” 

By Jean-Marc Dupuich Closer to France , Rocl 


PT ncess Erica in concert 


PARIS — The Quebecois 
sing the same way as they 
speak, in French. One can 
hear it. Felix Leclerc and his 
travelling shoes , Charlebois 
and Lindbergh's aeroplane, 
Gilles Vigneault and his land 
of snow, Diane Dufresne and 
the man of her life, and 
Carole Laure and Fabienne 
Thibeault bear witness to the 
vitality of their community on 
the North-American conti- 
nent. 


Closer to France, Roch 
Voisine . a new idol, com- 
petes with his Paris cousin, 
Patrick Bruel, for the adula- 
tion of the young, while 
Richard Desjardins combines 
lyricism with sarcasm to the 
rhythm of blues and boogie 
for popular sages and 
Morane is, forever, the hero 
of Starmania. 


Even in the l/nrted States, 
“Cajun” music, descended 
from the French minorities of 
Louisiana, is in fashion. Af- 


ter almost disappearing, it is 
now very popular on records, 
and even in gastronomy as 
“gumbo.” a spicy fish soup 
and local speciality, is a being 
asked for horn the A tlantic to 
the Pacific. 

“it is thanks to music that 
the Cajuns have once more 
found their honour Pete 
Bergeron, in charge of a local 
radio station, asserts in 
L’Evenement De La Musique. 
“In every family, there bas 
always been at least one 
musician. On every ' farm, or 
nearly, one can find an accor- 
dionist or a fiddler. Here 
people like to enjoy them- 
selves, to eat well and ro < 
dance. Let the good times' 
roll, as the saying goes. ” 

Cajun music, to which all 
ages dance to breax-neck 
rhythms, has its annual festival 
in Lafayette (in Louisiana) 
and its stars: Zachary 
Richard. Steve Riley and his 
Mamou Playboys, and the 


group Beausoleil. 

JZai life 


Creole is the language of 
the black slaves and their 
descendants. In the French 
West Indies, the words of 
zouk are in Creole. Zouk is 
dance and festivities. It is the 
pride of the French West 
Indians. Zouk shakes people 
up with its spicy percussions 
and its incandescent brasses. 


Zouk is the only medicine 
that we have, “ Zouk-La-Se 
Sel Medicaman Mou NT' by 
the Kassav group has sold 
100,000 records, one of the 
best French sellers in the 
United States. 

Haiti also speaks Creole 
and practises a cult handed 
down by the slaves, voodoo, 
whose rites are supposed to 
exorcise violence. Haiti has 
its music, “root music, ” 
“ voodoo-adjae . ” Adjae calls 
down dance and trance and 


this frenzy takes hold of the 
spectators who are bewitched 
by the concerts of the group 
Boukman Ekspervans, which 
is a great bit in the United 
States, going against the tra- 
ditional image of the Haitian 
immigrant as a slaughterer of 
hens, drug-trafficker and 
propagator of AIDS. 

Rai is Algerian. “A kind of 
makeshift combination of 
poetry and music. ” deliber- 
ately licentious and to be 
drunk from the veins of 
peasant wedding songs, and 
impertinent. They are the 
voice of joyous revolt. “Rai 
song,” says Cheb Khaled in 
Le Monde, “is gaiety, love 
and fiesta. " Cheb Khaled , 
the rebel from Oran. Cheb 
Kader. the Moroccan from 
Mulhouse and Cheb Mami 
are the kings of rai. 

From Mali, Mory Kantd . 
the electric “griot” (storytel- 
ler) and SahfKelta , the “no- 
ble albinos ” are well known. 


But Bamako contains 
of singers. u griots’ f ar 
children. The *'gnbi 
storytellers, ringers': a 
provisers who are ton 

ceremonies and are tb, 

oryof Black Africa.1) 
ta Kouyatd is a “ gdoF, 
his father. “ The ffk 
says in “L’Evenemeiy,. 
Musique, “bas noprei 
He is neither a ami 
nor a worker , nor * 
keeper, nor a forme . 

* griot ' sells words, if- 
and 1 he tells stories." 

But, next to this tr 
which is still alive, a he 
of modem music, matt 
rock, is emerging. U'» 
ponds to the pnresi 
tastes of the young. Dt 
MKoTta , the bobo sta 
Bamako says so: “The 
have spoken too much - }| . , 
people want to move ' K 
Dounawkd has people _ 
away the Bamako nig 
L'Actualite En Fran# 


New star shines despite dark days at the Boishoi 


r . *y Mark Trevelyan 
Reuter 

MOSCOW — The grieving 
fam lies raised aloft the 
bod'es of Romeo and Juiier, 
the. orchestra struck the last 
tragic chord and the Bolshoi 
The.itre erupted in rapturous 
apt fuse. 

F »r Inna Petrova, the 
che *rs and flowers that 
gret ted her debut as Juliet on 
a si owy Moscow night last 
moi th were fitting reward for 
yea . s of waiting to dance the 
pan and weeks of rehearsal 
Whe 7 she feared it could end 
in i asco. 

A : 25, Petrova is a rising 
star with one of the world's 
mo: t prestigious ballet 
iroLxs, playing to packed 
hou es at home and abroad 
as siie dances some of the top 


roles in the repertoire. 

But nowadays in Russia, 
not even the Bolshoi is im- 
mune to economic crisis and 
a deepening mood of gloom 
that leaves most people with 
little time and money for the 
arts. 

“Sometimes when I’m 
being driven to the theatre 1 
see queues or demonstrations 
and I think my God, people , 
have such problems , some 
people have nothing to eat, 
and I'm off to the theatre. 
Maybe what I’m doing is no 
use to anyone?” Petrova said 
in an interview. 

“But when 1 reflect on it, I 
feel the opposite: If people 
stop going to the theatre, 
communicating spiritually, 
thinking, taking pleasure in 
things, then that will be a 


kind of moral degradation- 
...so perhaps people need us 
after ah. ’’ 

A visit to the Bdlshoi , with 
its classical pink facade and 
lavish gilt and red velvet in- 
terior, is still the cultural 
highlight of any visit to Mos- 
cow — but one that fewer 
and fewer Russians can 
afford. 

Petrova ’s monthly salary is 
20,000 roubles (545) — three 
times the average wage but 
equivalent to the black mar- 
ket price of just two good 
tickets to one of her perform- 
ances. 

On the other hand, she has 
access to perks like a car and 
a dacha (country house), and 
can cam hard currency on 
lucrative foreign tours. In 
December, for example, she 


will dance Giselle in Italy. 

“I can go to a hard curren- 
cy shop to buy food, but 
many artists at the threatre 
can’t afford that. Sometimes 
the performance probably 
suffers because people on 
stage are thinking about the 
problems in their lives in- 
stead of thinking about high 
art,” she said. 

In appearance, Petrova is 
strikingly Slav: A thin , deli- 
cate face, high cheekbones 
and long blonde hair. Dane-: 
ing has been her dream since 
early childhood, when she 
tirelessly performed for 
guests at the family home 
near the capital. 

When she was eight, 
friends saw a newspaper 
advertisement for Moscow's 
top ballet school and urged 


her mother to put the gang- 
ling little girl forward. 

With 50 or more applica- 
tions for each place, the com- 
petition was intense — but 
she won. 

At 17, after gruelling audi- 
tions with the Soviet Union's 
top choreographers and 
directors, she joined the Bol- 
shoi — the name simply 
means “big” — and was 
dancing solo parts within a 
year. 

A classic product of the 
high-pressure Soviet training 
system, she was made a lead- 
ing soloist last year, one of a 
select group of ballerinas who' 
dance the top roles in the 
theatre's repertoire. 

To play Juliet — a role she 
had wanted for seven years 
— Petrova rehearsed almost 


day and night for a month 
and confessed she despaired 
at first of blending her per- 
formance with that of her 
younger partner Andrei 
Uvarov. 

“To show this whole range 
of feelings I bad to. in a 
sense, fall in love with this 
man. ..at first I couldn't im- 
agine how I would dance with 
him. He was shy of me and I 
was shy myself. 

“For two weeks nothing 
was working out at all and I 
was thinking, my God, / 
wanted this part so much, am 
I going to be able to do it? 
Then we reached a turning 
point . got used to each other 
and about a week before the 
performance / knew it would 

work out well... thank God it 
turned out ■: way. ” 


With every prospect of 
dancing until she is 35 or even 
beyond. Petrova hopes to ex- 
tend ber range to include 
Swan Lake and other leading 
roles, and has no plans for 
now to join the exodus of 
dancers leaving for the West. 

“Many people have left ’ 
recent/y...nof because they 
didn't like working in the 
Bolshoi Theatre but because 
very many, nearly all. didn't 
like living in our country. 
They all have families and 
children. They all want to live 
better and riot to worry for 
their future and what will 
happen tomorrow... 

“This theatre, and the 
teacher I work with, is my 
life. That’s the main thing for 
me now. I’ve never thought 
of going abroad because I get 


pleasure from going fljv 
here. 1 like working at 
and we often travel, b 

the time being this suits 

More than lyridsra <n w.jy 
nical brilliance , 
it was “a certain..'®^.. . 
Russian soul w that gM* 
country’s ballet its put! ? 
ing world reputation-/ ■■■■-. 

“ Despite everything 
happens, ail the chaflg 
regimes , preside nfs 
general secretaries , 
many interesting, spy • 
people remain in our f. 
try, ” she said. ; 

“They don’t go *P& . ■ - 
they live here, afldm SP ; v 
what's going on aroin^. . . 
they don’t lose mtf... 
ituality.-.they 
tieve that some day - 
will get better f • 
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The 20-gram encyclopedia 

By Jean-daude Elias 

jmenf of the laser technology in the past thirty f* fl I 11 T . / K 

»r beyond its original military application -ft. -*»■ 
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Nobody’s child 




ByJean-Claut ic Elias 

development of the laser technology in the past thirty 
fears is reaching far beyond its original military application 
hack in the sixties. There is hardly a technical Held that has 
Mt, one way or another, benehtted from it. 

;;&<] 77k: iaser principle is deceptively simple. Natural light. 
'/*?.h%ainry to electromagnetism, usually travels in irregular 

Because of this irregularity, it loses most of its energy, 
technology consists of organising these waves and 
tig to light its tremendous power and more impor- 
its great accuracy , measured in fractions of mic- 
ro — 1 millimetre is 1,000 micrometres. The term 
comes from “Light Amplification by Stimulated 
on of Radiation. 

iyricians and surgeons are using more laser techniques 
\y and some applications have now become routine 
ues. Music CD's (compact discs) launched only- 
years ago have quickly replaced the traditional “ vinyl 
They are “ engraved ” and played thanks to the laser 
in die CD player. Perhaps CDs represent the most 
is and popular laser application. 

Surprisingly enough, CD-Jaser techniques were used for 

usic before being used in computers where they are 

^equally needed. There are different ty-pes of computer 
£cb$: CD-ROM. WORM CDs and WE-CD. 

. CD-ROM — Compact Disc Read Only Memory. This is 
. the most common type. It allows the reading of the 
' ^ ^ tnaitiifacturer ’s pre-recorded data but doesn't allow any 
erasure or user-recording. Compared to standard computer 
magnetic hard disks, the CD-ROM is incomparably more 
~' '^[uBable. almost perfectly reliable in fact, and one CD can 
A r.. hold a very large amount of data, typically 650 MB — six 
T ] J ^hundred fifty million characters. 

‘ .J WORM has nothing to do with the crawling animal: 
' Write Once Read Many (WORM) means that the disk 
comes blank and that the user can record his or her own 
data on rt and naturally can read it as many times as he or 
she needs to. But because of its very structure, optical. 
- physical, non-magnetic , it is impossible to erase any data 
once it has been recorded. It is worth noting that it is 
- precisely this impossibility to erase data that gives WORM 
aad CD-ROM an extremely high reliability factor, and a iso 


makes any computer-virus contamination very unlikely . 

WE-CD is a magneto-optical disk which still uses laser 
but is Writeable-Erasable. It remains expensive for the 
private user and has not yet gained much popularity. Its 
magnetic property drastically reduces its reliability. 
CD-ROM drives are now commercially available in Jordan, with 
an average price of JD6D0 for a complete player that can 
easily be installed on a Personal Computer (PC). Pub- 
lishers have immediately seen the possibilities the disk 
offers. One 20-gram CD-ROM can hold a complete 
encyclopedia. The advantage is far from being limited to 
space saving. Once driven by a PC. the disk allows fast 
search , indexing and cross-referencing — a writer's dream. 
Some CD-ROM's come with multimedia capability — 
integration of still image, animated images, sound or 
music. You can for instance enter a keyword like 
“elephant" and insiamiy see the animal on the computer 
monitor, watch it walk and hear its sound. Or ask For a 
complete list of the mammals , etc... The CD-ROM is also a 
blessing for all those who use large directories and 
catalogues that are not only too heavy to carry but difficult 
to search, like trade directories, world atlas, drugs cata- 
logues and other data bases that were till now reserved to 
those who had access to mainframe computers. 

While the CD-ROM drive unit is quite affordable, the 
software — the data you buy on the disk — is not. for the 
time being at /east. Some publishers have priced a single 
CD-ROM disk as much as the complete CD-ROM player. 
If the CD-ROM is to become as popular as its cousin, the 
music CD. furniture designers will have to rethink the shape 
and size ot the bookshelves where we used to store our 
encyclopedias. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

By Mohammad A. Shuqair 

BITING , BUT CLEVER DEFINITIONS YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 


COAGULATION: The only proof that blood is thicker 
han water. 

' COLLISION: An attempt on the part of two vehicles to 
tecupy the same space at the same time. 

2QFFE E: The morning transfusion. 

CIGARETTE: A fire at one end. a fool at the other and a 
-it: of tobacco in between. 

WLD: Someone who stands halfway between an adult 

■ o d.a tTV set. 

AMAZING FACTS 

•>- 

- Charles HI of France was called “Charles the Simple. 

- Almost one-half of the women in the United States 
between Che ages of eighteen and sixty-four work 

- outside the home. 

- Baseball bats are made of ash. 

- The planet Jupiter is more than fourteen times larger 

than Earth. , 

- The average person in Switzerland eats about eighteen 

■ pounds of cheese each year. 

LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 

REQUESTS 


— Bring me some books. JibB Inod el kotob. 

Give me your watch. Adduusatak. 

^ - This is my house. Hadab&ti. 

- — I want your help. Ayez tea Him. 

— I want to see your father. Ayez ashoofabook. 

— I want to buy a brown jacket. 

Ayez asbtri jacketta boom. 

— / want to eat cooked-beans with olive oil. 

Ayez aakol fool bezait zattun. 

— 1 want to drink coffee without sugar. 

Ayez asbarab kabwa sada. 

— Idon'i want a lot. 

-I want a little. Ayezsbwayeb. 

-I want more. Ayezkaman. 

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 

PLANTS 

’■ Cork is usually obtained from a variety of what 
well-known tree? 

* What is a herbaceous plant? 

Are lentils named after lenses, or vice versa? 
f- What kind is it that forms the fine powdery film found 
on fresh grapes? 

>■ If “fauna" means “ animal life" what's the word for 
“plant life"? 

laugh time 

— I called a specialist , and his secretary said the first 
appointment idle could give me would be in three weeks. 

’Three weeks!" J exclaimed. “J may be dead by that 

timet" . 

“Ob,” said the secretary " you can always cancel an 
appointment." 

' n r 

:V- John d. Rockefeller borrowed a dime fromftis 
secretary one day to pay his bus fare home from his office. 
“Be-sure to remind me of this transaction, he said. 
‘‘Oh, that’s nothing, Mr. Rockefeller," the secretary 

’ . , 

. -“Nothing!” exclaimed Rockefeller. “Why, thats two 

vtok years’ interest on a dollar!” 


AFRAID: A dream of contrary; you will recognise your 
diffi culties and find the courage to overcome them. 

4 tr it tY fr 

AFTERNOON: Dream events that happen in the afternoons 
are generally favourable omens pertaining to personal 
affairs, bat tbe interpretation depends on the details. 

44444 

AGE: To worry about your age in a dream , or to dream you 
an or have aged beyond your actual years , indicates you 
should see a doctor; but to see aged people in a dream is an 
omen of great good luck. If they are poor or ragged , you 
may have same difficulties ahead, but you can easily 
overcome these by positive bold action. 

MY NAME, this is wbat it means 

HAJCKJ: One adhering to truth. 

HAKAM: Tbe judge; arbiter; umpire. 

HALIM: Mild- tempered; gentle; patient. 

HAMMAD: One who praises or lauds too much. 
HAMED, HAMDY and HAMDAN are also names very 
near to this meaning. 

HAMZA: One of the herbaceous plants: legume. 
HAIDAR: The lion; short. 

YAHLA/HA YYAN: Two names indicating to live optimis- 
tically; the former is a Prophet’s name. 

PUZZLES 

1. How many times, on average, must a six-sided dice be 
tossed before every number from one to six comes up at 
least once. 

4 -ri 4 4 4 

2. Here is something of a record in word squares-eight 
letters. 

As this is rather difficult, the first and last words are 
given. A rosetter is someone who ties ribbons on 
chocolate-boxes (really!) while redeless means without 
council or wisdom, witless. 

The clues for the six down words, reading across from 
left to right (and of course the corresponding words 
across ) are : 

1. ANNUL 

2. SPANGLED 

3. EXPLOSIVE 

4. COMMONPLACE 

5. COATED 

6. RAISES 

R 0 S E TT E R 


By E. Yaghi 

When Sam was a small boy, he and his parents emigrated 
from a small village in the mountains of Lebanon to Ellis 
Island where the Statue of Liberty is located and also where 
aliens lose their foreign identity in the process of becoming 
“Americanised. ” Before he left, his grandmother baked 
some fresh bread and wrapped it in white linen in case Sam 
and his parents got hungry on the way. She also picked 
some fresh green mint leaves from her garden and packed 
them between some clothes, giving the suitcases a sweet 
smell of home. Just before they left, 5am told his 
grandmother good-bye and wrapped his small arms around 
her frail figure. He then clasped her withered hands for the 
last time and looked at her anxious black eyes. “ Don’t 
worry, grandmother. I’ll come b3ck to see you some day!” 
He was both afraid and excited when his boat finally 
reached the shores of New York. A gigantic statue loomed 
over him as a vulture looms over its prey. It held the torch 
of liberty in one hand and silhoened a rosy sunset in the 
background which Sam determined looked almost as 
beautiful as any in Lebanon. He looked at some strange 
words in a stranger language inscribed at the base of die 
statue which read: 

“Give me your tired, your poor. 

Vour huddled masses yearning to breathe free. 

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed, to me: 

I lilt my lamp beside the golden door. ” 

Eventually, Sam’s tired and poor family settled in the 
midwest in an industrial town called Dodge City. His father 
had once been an Imam and he dreamed of someday 
building a mosque in America, but first, he had to proride 
for his young wife and son, so he got a job at die steel 
works and learned English the hard way. Sam and his 
parents were branded with the name of foreigner and it 
took many years for the family to fit in with the American 
society. Such different customs and culture they had 
carried with them from so far away and so long ago. Now. 
Lebanon seemed like just a distant dream of a remote 
paradise across the sea. While he was growing up. Sam was 
not only tormented by scenes of bis former home, but also 
by images of his old grandmother with her black coffee 
eyes, her snow white hair, her homemade bread and the 
mint leaves she had so carefully packed on tbe last day she 
saw her son and his family , before they went off to seek tbe 
golden door of the “new country. ” Would he ever see her 
again? 

Every once in a while, there would be mail from home 
and Sam would notice bow his father ran his fingers over 
the curled letters that carried news from the old country'. 
After some time, his father started a commercial business 
and became quite successful. Too, Sam began to fit in more 
and more with his American peers, but he never forgot his 
Lebanon. His father kept Islam alive in his home and 
regular hours were observed for prayer. The family fasted 
every Ramadan just like they had always done in the m 
mountains of Lebanon and bis mother made every effort to’ 
preserve an atmosphere of their native country. 

By the time he entered high school, Sam discovered 
among other things, that he was a poet. He showed a 
remarkable gift: of verse and as if out of nowhere, poems 
flowed from his pen like a river to the sea. And while he 
began spurting poetic wings, his father started building a 
small mosque for the tiny Muslim community in Dodge 
City. He had already planted olive and fig trees and 
watered them with loving care as if growing them brought 
his cherished country closer to him. At last, the little 
mosque was completed and the trees had grown big enough 
to bear fruit. Sam's father sat on the steps one Autumn 
afternoon enjoying his accomplishment, basking in the 
shade of his trees and smelling the crisp pre-winter breeze. 
Without warning, a bullet struck him in his chest and he fell 
off the stairs on bis face in the mud of his miniature 
orchard. When Sam raced home from school upon hearing 
the news, bis father had been removed from the pedestal of 
his mosque and spread out on the dining room table. 
“No more letters from home. Dad. What can we ever tell 


Grandmother? At least now you are free to wander around 
the mountains and waters of your Moved homeland , " the 
son whispered to the frozen form. 

After his father's death. Sam tried not to be bitter, but 
how could he ever forget how his father was wrenched from 
his life because of hate and prejudice? Sam wrote his Erst 
real poem on tbe day of the funeral. Later, he obtained a 
PhD from an American university and published several 
volumes of poetry. The hurst poem in all his books was the 
poem that be had written about the assassination of his 
father. During the American seige of Lebanon, Sam again 
felt hate and bigotry fill the air. By this time he was married 
and bad children of his own. His grandmother hod passed 
away not long after learning of her son's death. Sam had 
never kept his promise ui seeing her again. 

“ I must go home!” Sam shouted to himself. "I must go 
home and see my people!” 

After the Gghting died down, Sam took a plane to Jordan 
and from there, he travelled by car to the mountains of his 
former home. For the second time in his life, he saw death. 
But he had never felt it on such a large scale. Everywhere 
he looked, the rich dark earth was torn and bleeding, 
houses were either demolished or pieces of them jutted our 
in gruesome columns like ghastly ghostly figures. The 
reality of war sunk in his mind like a heavy weight. When 
Sam went to his village, he searched for his grandmother's 
home. He was horrified to End nothing standing. It was a 
treacherous rubble. His whole neighbourhood was like a 
huge graveyard. Nor too far from his old house, he noticed 
some books scattered about. He went to look at them and 
being curious, he probed a bit in the ruins of the house that 
had collapsed. Half buried in the blood-streaked dirt, lay a 
baby shoe next to fragments of a mortar which bore the 
label, “made in the U.S. A.” 

“ Who does this shoe belong to? Sam wondered. ‘"What- 
ever happened to the foot that belonged to the shoe? 
Whatever happened to the father and mother of the baby 
that never grew up? And wbat would this baby have been, 
a handsome bridegroom, a beautiful bride? Is this baby 
now an angel in heaven? No one knows!” 

He stayed for two weeks in the mountain village. He 
talked to many people and they told him their stories of the 
horrors of war that they had suffered. Above, the sky still 
seemed the same, so calm and peaceful, and the birds still 
sang in the trees as if there had never been such devastation 
and people moved forward with their lives because they 
had no other choice •; but war was written on their faces and 
recorded in their hearts. Just before he left, Sam didn’t 
pack any green mint leaves in his suitcase or take fresh 
loaves of bread with him in case be got hungry. Instead, he 
brushed the dirt of Lebanon off the baby shoe and placed it 
gently in his suitcase between his clothes. 

after be returned to America, be wrote a new volume of 
poetry in dedication to the victims of the war in Lebanon. 
He was asked to present his poems at a poetry recital as an 
honoured guest. As be spoke to his attentive audience, he 
tried to control his anger and bis face grew red when he 
read the tines of his latest poem called. Nobody’s Child. 

The last lines of his poem went as follows: 

“This shoe doesn’t belong to me. 

It isn’t my shoe. 

This shoe doesn’t belong to you either. 

For it’s not your shoe. 

This shoe is our shoe. 

And it belongs to all of us! 

Nobody’s child is our child, 

We are responsible for its death!" 

When he read those lines, he remembered his assassin- 
ated father and the many dead babies and their lost shoes. 
He remembered the carnage and horror of war. He 
remembered the bate and tbe tom bodies and lives and the 
injustice of the continuing conflict in the Middle East. 
What good does this never-ending slaughter of Arabs do 
for the progress of mankind and what destiny is he to have 
when innocent people are daily slaughtered? Sometimes to 
Sam, the lamp lifted beside the golden door seemed 
mighty dim. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVh 


Thursday, Dec. 17 

8l 30 Unde Buck 

Thea takes tbe rap for a 
felony committed by her 
friend, but the friend admits 
her guilt in the end. 

9:10 Civil Wars 

The cases are those of a 
couple who wants to split 
their property : another cou- 
ple who jointly own a res- 
taurant and two brothers who 
are contesting their father's 
will. 

10:00 News In English 


Home Videos 

9:00 Perspective 

9:30 Varieties 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Feature Film 

Blind Judgement 

Starring: Lesley Warren and 
Jean Smart 


Sunday , Dec. 20 


8:30 Family Matters 


10:20 Movie Of The Weak Body Damage 


R ED E L E S S 


Love Is A Ball 

Starring: Glenn Ford and 
Hope Lange 

Friday, Dec. 18 

8:30 Too Close For Comfort 
9:10 Equal Justice 
End Game 

The prosecutors work on the 
case of a young black man 
accused of murdering two 
white men. 

10:00 News In English 
10:20 Columbo 
Rest In Peace Mrs. Columbo 
11:10 Mr. Bean 

Saturday, Dec. 19 


Rachel will damage the old 
police car during the night. 

9:10 National Geographic 
Documentary 

The Miraculous 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Law And Order 

Star Struck 

The case of Lucy who is badly 
beaten in the park by a young 
man who claims insanity. 

Monday, Dec. 21 


8:30 Step By Step 
Pulling Together 
9:10 A Fine Romance 
Double Indignity 


Michael in an old English 
palace. 

10:00 News In English 
10:20 The Dismissal 

Tuesday, D&s. 22 

8:30 Golden Girls 

The girls participate in a 
charity auction for the benefit 
of sick children. 

9:10 Maigret 

Maigret Sets A Trap 

In Montmartre a killer has 
struck Eve rimes, and his 
victims are always young 
women. Maigret has no lead 
in the case, and decides on a 
desperate measure. He plans 
to set a trap to lure the killer 
into the open. The newspap- 
ers report that the killer has 
been captured, and that 
evening men and women 
from the police force flood 
into the area and wait for him 
to strike again. 

A policewoman is attacAred, 
she defends herself, and 
almost captures the man. He 
escapes but, in the struggle, a 
button and piece of cloth are 
tom from his suit. These lead 
to Moncin. a young designer. 
He no longer has the suit, but 
Maigret is convinced he is the 
killer. He takes him into cus- 
tody. But then there is 
another murder. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Feature Film 

The Ambassador's Daughter 


See Solutions on page D 


8:30 America's Funniest The adventures of Louisa and Starring: John Forsythe 


Wednesday, 12>ec. 23 

8:30 Saved By The Bell 

9:00 Spotlight 

9:30 James Randy 

Psychometry And Grapholo- 

gy 

Do we leave 'emotional im- 
prints' on personal objects 
like keys, watches and clo- 
thing? Can personality and 
job suitability be discovered 
from handwriting? And is it 
right that your career could 
depend on it? In this new 
series on the paranormal 
psychic investigator, magi- 
cian. escapologist and psychic 
researcher James Randi 
looks at “Psychometry and 
graphology.” “ Tonight were 
investigating claims that 
some people can reveal per- 
sonality. emotional life and 
even career possibilities by 
examining your personal pos- 
sessions." says Randi. 
Graphology — the art of 
analysing handwriting — and 
psychometry — the * reading ‘ 
of psychic imprints on objects 
— are tested in front of a 
studio audience. Leading 
graphologist Duncan Mrin T 
tosh hopes to demonstrate his 
expertise in the studio. Five 
volunteers line up. Armed 
only with bandwriting sam- 
ples, Duncan hopes to match 
each one with their jobs. Will 
he succeed? 


10:00 News In English 

10:28 Feature Film 

Yes. Virginia, There Is a San-, 
ta Claus 
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T'rno much nomm mmt 



By Elke Bruser 


PHONOPOLLUTJON is 
what the Americans call 
noise pollution, or the type of 
din which serves no useful 
purpose but which more and 
more people have to live 
wirh. It is usually a by- 
product of progress,' especial- 
ly in transport, in the ever- 
increasing use of technology 
at ivor* and not least in the 
world of domestic appliances. 
Gerald Fleischer of Giessen 
University department of 
anatomy and phytobiology 
describes it as acoustic 
machine waste. 

A recent study of noise 
pollution caused by inner-city 
road traffic carried out re- 
cently by the Berlin municip- 
al department of urban de- 
velopment and environmen- 
tal protection confirms the 
hazard. 

It did not deal with the 
weli-known harmful effects 
of noise on health . such as 
high blood pressure, an in- 
creased risk of heart attacks 
or incurable damage to hear- 
ing, but with aspects like 
increased nuisance and re- 
duced quality of life. 

The findings give cause for 
concern. Many Berlin apart- 
ments, around 40 per cent in 
all, are on main roads . where 
it is almost always too noisy. 
In about 95 per cent of the 
rooms facing the road the 
recommended maximum 
level of 65 decibels is ex- 
ceeded during the daytime. 

In a fifth of these apart- 
ments the level is exceeded 
by is much as ten decibels. 
Because decibels are mea- 
sured logarithmically, this 
means that the noise level is 
ten times higher than the 
authors of the study, who are 
proven experts in questions 
of acoustics and road trans- 
port. consider reasonable. 

The noise experts leave no 
room for doubt as to the 
significance of this excessive 
noise: “As a rule the win - 


HOW SHOCKING’ 

By Dorothy B. Martin 


ACROSS 
I "Honks — ' 

5 Fbr in place 
9 Macho maws 
14 ftttgnart 

19 Cordelia's lather 

20 Opera be sole 

21 Excuse 

22 Al no nine 

23 Flabbergast 

26 Hep »3lk 

27 AftK* 

20 Auricle 

29 Pome time 
olday 

30 Listing 
51 Font 

32 Cooking fat 

34 Tarkemor of 
twxo&l 
36 Alphabetic 
sequence 


DOWN 

1 Soprano Gluck erf 
yore 

2 Grasslands 

3 Sturdy trees 

4 Cherish 

5 Resolute 

8 Crude metal 

7 Seine tributary 
C Indian potentate 

9 Hem and — 

10 Church officers 

1 1 Stuck m the mud 

12 Black, to poets. 

13 CM 

14 Without a 
moment's rxmee 

15 Raps* a coat 
1 8 Grandparents) 

17 Tepee or wigwam 

18 Work, unit 
24 Lubricate 


dows have to be kept shut 
even in the day time... in 
order to conduct a normal 
conversation . " 

Even at night the noise 
levels in the main roads are 
too high: “The recommended 
maximum level of 55 decibels 
is exceeded in almost all the 
road sections we studied .” 

It is perfectly understand- 
able that many residents try 
to escape this noise terror by 
keeping their radios. TVs or 
music on all day long and 
wherever possible turning the 
volume up loud: This doesn 't 
make it any quieter, and is 
another strain on their neigh- 
bours' nerves. 

Those with double glazing 
or double windows can count 
themselves lucky. They can 
hear better in the daytime 
and sleep more peacefully at 
night. But Fleischer warns 
that so-called noise protec- 
tion measures are usually of 
less benefit to victims than to 
culprits: motorists can still 
keep their foot on the 
accelerator. 

At the same time, traffic 
noise levels could easily be 
halved by one immediate me- 
asure which is at the same 
time cheap, energy-and life- 
saving. The authors of the 
Berlin study recommend that 
as a “measure to decrease 
traffic noise pollution” 
account be taken of the fact 
“that a speed limit reduction 
from 50 to 30 kilometres per 
hour would mean a 2.5 de- 
cibel decrease in perceived 
noise levels. " In other words, 
it would be only half as noisy. 

Pedestrians would bene fit 
from this too. The Berlin 
study data confirm the extent 
to which they are affected on 
busy roads. “In the pedes- 
trian areas of these streets it 
is only possible to make one- 
self heard by raising ones 
voice." Psychologists Gerda 
Lazarus of Bochum Universi- 
ty and Hans Lazarus, noise 
expert at the Federal Health 
and Safety Office in Dort- 


mund, established several 
years ago how people 
affected by disturbing noise 
levels try to drown them out. 

People automatically speak 
louder, they articulate sounds 
more slowly and the pauses 
become longer. The listener 
too has to make a greater 
effort. He has to strain his 
ears to hear. “In the long 
term it becomes unbearable 
for both . ” says Hans Lazar- 
us. 

Noise does not only affect 
communication but also con- 
centration and, independenr- 
ly of that . intellectual per- 
formance. This is well-known 
in the case of noisy offices 
and has been confirmed by 
tests on schoolchildren. 

According to Japanese and 
American studies, children 
who grow up and attend 
school in areas affected by 
noise are at a disadvantage 
when /earning to read. Be- 
cause it is harder for them to 
distinguish noises clearly with 
their hearing they do not 
perform as well. 

The fact that they are less 
able to master tasks requiring 
thought than school-children 
from quieter areas, and in 
addition work more slowly 
and tire more quickly, is put 
down by scientists to the 
damage their concentration 
has suffered. 

Both acute disturbances, as 
for example through aircraft 
flying over schools in the 
proximity of airports, and 
chronic exposure to noise in 
noisy residential areas play a 
part in this. 

“The function of attentive- 
ness can be appropriately ex- 
plained using the channel 
model,” says August Schick 
of the Institute for Research 
into Human-Environment 
Relations at Oldenburg Uni- 
versity. 

According to this model, 
information from the sensory- 
organs has to be passed 
through a restricted channel 
in order to be processed in 


37 Emphasis 
40 Offenders 
43 — house 

(togretatwo tabby) 

45 Publish 

46 Serf 

47 Electrical unit 

49 Lover 

50 Cowboy spectacle 

51 Lawyer abbr. 

52 Up and about 

54 Period before an 
event 

55 Cream ol the crop 
57 Cardinal point 

59 Nor a soul 
80 it is bo 

61 Occupied a chair 

62 Concerning 

63 Scorched 

64 Stun 


69 Processon . 

72 Route 

73 Greek letter 

74 Sunshine State: 
l afibr. 

77 ABance acronym 

78 Caravansary 

79 Srrvjl pies 

81 — Abner 

82 Farewell 

83 Writing fluid 

B4 Former Ift&an VIP 
86 Andes animal 

88 Asian hoMay 

89 Tree traffics 

91 flash of Sg« 

92 Expresses 
boredom 

93 Outstanding 

95 Looped ropes lor 
support 


96 Letters on a ship 

97 Cincinnati team 
96 River of Hade* 

99 Bizarre 

101 Havana 
103 Anaconda 
164 DDE 
107 Shorelines 
111 CotumbiH' 
birthplace 
incomplete 
surprise 

715 Happy as — 

116 Pirate vessel 

117 Ananias 

118 Solitary 

119 Crowded together 

120 Sphere of 
action 

121 EngBsh composer 

122 Calendar span 


25 Actress Dahl 
30 itaBari river 

33 In sudden 
amazement 

34 Dvt 

35 Nudge 

36 Uses a stopwa t ch 

37 Bt 

38 Jog 

39 Go by car 

40 Couch 

41 Hetcapter pan 

42 Take a — to (ike 
at once) 

43 Low card 

44 Has a delayed 
reaction 

46 Annoy 
persistently 
48 TVs talking bona 
53 Kind of ppere 


56 Erie or Ontario 
58 Single 

63 Tiff 

64 Spouse 

65 Key 

68 Stool pigeon* 
87 Timetable abbr. 
68 Plays* grtar 
89 Certain exam 
letters 

70 Certain 
mosqwlo 

71 John or Donnie 

74 Defects 

75 Delineate* 

76 WeHaway! 

78 Mamet" 

79 At that Bme 

80 'To — . end a 
bone.- - ' 

55 Potion 


87 lit « prais ew orth y 
manner 

90 Auto pioneer 

94 Inaccuracies 

95 — Intend. NY 

98 Clear up 

99 Orange yeiow 
100 BembJ's mom 
181 Soccer greet 

102 — even keel 

103 Churl 

105 Beverage nut 
10E Turkish tttte 

108 WfeJ pium 

109 Afcecora 

110 Soothsayer 

111 PR about 

112 BMnlpari 

113 Monastery man 

114 Convert (mo 
leather 


iiui jiii iiiiipaim 
iaiaaimaiiu^Biin 
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■aaa aaamamHH 
ama aniR aim aia 
ami amr aii aam 

aiEiauK ajm aim 
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Lent Week’s Cryptogram 


1. KW« top got stuck u pothole, stop sticky glob of bubbly tar. so that It 
eoaU not Spin freely. 

2. With homonyms, 1 would rather mar two balky males than ride one 
balky male. 

3. Aging female figure skater Lakes a number of ballet lemons to keep 
herself in top shape. 

4. HlnL- No Jrtter in these cryptoo can appear oafy ooee. 


CRYPTOGR AMS 


X. USD S' B HIEB IMLF ESKWBX UIA UNFBPFV 


rc VKLO BAVEC HJF BMBF QXKCGMX 


QMQQC AG ASXC E UFFP AN DA ELAT 


— By Lois H. Jones 


2. CEPL JEJL JEJUUP RA1EYIQ REPL 


i a 19. By James Bernck 


IKBAULIir EN. AUKEA CUU BTNO DTY 


ACROSS 
1 Peach Wlone 
4Rd. 

5 Foofish fallow 
eCoflean 
10 Very targe 

13 Shove 

14 - — Whom the 
Ban Tons" 

18 Boisterous 
dsturbanca 

17 Seagirt region 

19 Mutmwr 

21 a tally good 
leBovr 

22 Old adding device 
24 Gasoline. e.g. 

27 Guinness or 
Waugh 

29 Fixed gazes 

30 Jral saw — " 

31 Ultimate 

33 Traveled wey 

35 A gem 

36 Ring 

37 Utensil for 
Sifting 
39 Bard 

42 Dinghy, tor one 
44 Tim down 

46 Invisible 
emanation 

47 Drew, in a way 
49 Fashion 

60 Endorse 

51 Outcome 

52 Earths handle 

53 Take place 
55 Pol source 

57 Sweet potato 

58 Indefinitely long 
time 

59 Wanderers of a 
kind 

81 Personal effects 
65 Fly atone 
BB.Craval 

67 Rigid 

68 —the toe 

DOWN 

1 Not ratJdy 

2 — the Terrible 

15 Popt- ar rote 

16 UnwlBlngneas 

32 Ham actor 
34 steering item 

48 Ring taurty 
51 OW written 

3 EHunlnaUon 
5 Distress call 
fiOppostig one 
7 Throb 
9 Strongboxes 

10 Cut down 

11 Kind of toast 

1 a Throw ta a curve 
13 Slater or Cctten 

IB Wyatt — 

19 Rural 

20 Lotopalooza 

21 Possesses 

23 Came to a ctase 
26 —tide 
26 Secular 

28 Nursery item 

29 Delames 

38 Stringed 
Instruments 

39 — do deux 

40 Yes: Fr. 

41 Reasoner's word 

43 Tight 

44 Mlcntgan cky 

45 Brain-wave 
reading-, abbr. 

characters 
54 Mala Swan 
58 Aft: comb, form 
57 Length measures: 
abbr. 

60 Time 

62 At sea 

63 Ersatz butter 

64 Memo 


BT A Q EPNTKY. 


— By Bari Ireland 


a. GSUAB IW LZS BESSD FULZT1L O WORKYS 


GSOLJ GSUAB LZSES JTODSR, FUIZ O 
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the brain. If too many mes- 
sages try to get in at once, the 
way through quickly becomes 
blocked. 

People who do their work, 
including intellectual work, 
to music know that it is not 
just a matter of the qua/m'ly 
of information entering but 
of the acoustic quality of the 
sound. So what is it that 
makes tones into a disturbing 
noise ? 

“Some of these sound 
characteristics are known to 
us." exp/a/ns August Schick. 
"We are trying to get to the 
bottom of others within the 
framework of a post-graduate 
study group on psycho- 
acoustics, sound evaluation 
and effects of sound funded 
by the Scientific Research 
Association (DFG). 

Naturally the degree of 
nuisance depends on the 
noise level. But there are 
other qualities which are par- 
ticularly unpleasant: for ex- 
ample. a penetrating whistle 
in the sound, as with the old 
steam kettles, or sudden re- 
verberating noises like those 
we know from low- flying air- 
craft or firing range practice, 
and finally rough, grinding 
noises like the screeching of a 
car's tyres as it gets off fo a 
frying start. " 

Apart from the physical 
characteristic of the noise, 
the effect depends on 
whether the individual ele- 
ments combine to form a 
melodious whole. Few peo- 
ple are disturbed by a harmo- 
nious pattern of sounds. 

“Differences in individual 
Judgement should nor be 
underestimated,'' says 
Schick. "WEaf gets on one 
person's nerves puts someone 
else in a good mood or has a 
soothing ^effect. ' 

Only r the beginnings of how 
this happens have been re- 
searched. " Tne fact that we 
only perceive sounds in 
meanings piays a role," 
Schick explains. Thus a night- 
ingale singing early in the 


morning does not usually dis- 
turb anyone , whereas 
screeching car tyres do. 

Probably the fact that hu- 
man beings automatically try 
to make sense of what they 
hear damages their attentive- 
ness when it is too noisy. The 
work of interpreting diverts 
them from the actual task. 

We can ieam how impor- 
tant this aspect of sound 
perception is from people 
with learning difricu/ties. who 
are frequently unable to put 
sounds in order. “Loud 
noises often put them into a 
' terrible panic. We know this 
from homes where low-flying 
aircraft fAunder overAead,” 
says Schick, who emphasises 
the right of people w7fA learn- 
ing difficulties to lead a 
peaceful ex/sfence. Small 
children too experience fear 
when they are surprised by 
unknown noises. 

/n researching the disturb- 
ing effects of noise it is also 
important to remember that 
it is a social occurence, cre- 
ated and borne by human 
beings . It is often combined 
with quite different prob- 
lems. particularly in the case 
of neighbour nuisance. 

Wil fried Belschner, a 
health psychologist at Olden- 
burg University, has analysed 
more than 1.200 letters of 
complaint on behalf of the 
German Noise Abatement 
Society (DAL) in Dussel- 
dorf. What surprised him 
more than anything was the 
fact that there is often a 
bigger problem underlying a 
complaint about a neigh- 
bour’s noise. 

The complainants often 
feel like victims of their en- 
vironment. Whether or not 
next door's lawnmower is 
perceived as a nuisance does 
not only depend on the time 
of day . the racket the motor 
makes and the size of the 
iawTi. but also on tihe rela- 
tionship between the neigh- 
bours themselves. A friend is 
given more latitude than a 
foe. 

DAL acoustics expert De- 




Researchers develop 
skin substitute; no 
signs of rejection 


By Wilhelm Irsch 


SURGEONS have been fer- 
vently looking for skin substi- 
tutes for years and usually 
use a combined product of 
artificial materials and natu- 
ral skin components. At the 
Clinic for Bum and Plastic 
Surgery of the Rhenisb-West - 
phalian Institute of Technol- 
ogy in Aachen, a promising 
alternative to this composite 
skin has been developed 
fiirtAer by Professor Rolf 
Hetticb and his working 
group. 

It is based on the great 
breakthroughs of Chinese 
scientists in the Seventies: 
Patients, whose skin was 
almost completely burned, 
could be saved by transplant- 
ing so-called composite skin. 
During a project of several 
year's duration, and spon- 
sored by the Federal Ministry 
for Research and Technolo- 
gy, BMFT, tbe scientists in 
Aachen have also developed 
a device with which this com- 
posite skin can be produced. 

Human skin consists of two 
layers: the top layer or 
epidermis , and the inner 
skin, referred to in the medic- 
al profession as the corium. 
Superficial skin wounds 
usually heal spontaneously , 
whereby the cells of the 
epidermis multiply, thus clos- 
ing the wound without leav- 
ing a scar. However, when 
the inner skin or the under- 
lying tissue is damaged, scars, 
which can knit together, form 
upon closure of the wound. 

Now demands are placed 
on the surgeon to remove the * 
damaged tissue and cover the 
wound by means of a skin 
graft. With a fine “electric 
plane” he removes the intact 
skin , wA/cA is, at most, 0.3 
millimetres thick and which 
consists of equal preportions 
of epidermis and corium. 


These grafts can normally be 
transplanted onto the wound 
without any difficulties be- 
cause both the covered w 
wound and the donor site 
usually heal well. 

However, difficulties can 
arise when there is not 
enough healthy skin on the 
body to cover the burnt 
areas. "TTien there is no 
alternative but to turn to 
composite skin: Strips of skin 
from donors which are perfo- 
rated at intervals of approx- 
imately three centimetres. 
Epidermal skin bom the pa- 
tient is inserted into the 
holes. If there is reason to 
spare the patient such treat- 
ment, epithelial cells from 
the epidermis can be multi- 
plied in a test tube. 

Unlike skin grafts from a 
donor, this foreign corium 
skin is not rejected. On the 
contrary, it fuses with the 
endogenous epithelial cells to 
form a healthy skin substi- 
tute, as tbe researchers in 
Aachen have established in 
animal experiments and from 
observations of human pa- 
tients. As regards quality, 
however, they do not consid- 
er the transplantation of com- 
posite skin to be on a par with 
endogenous skin, but it is a 
significant alternative to the 
hitherto conventional 
methods of replacing skin „ 


Although this composite 
skin has thus far been pre- 
pared meticulously by hand, 
it is now possible fo produce 
it mechanically, which is not 
only of assistance to surgeons 
in their race against time, but 
is also conducive to impro- 
ving the quality. A computer- 
controlled machine punches 
holes in the donor's skin and 
BUs them with the patient's 
skin cells, which have been 
cultured in a test tube — 


The Qerman Research Service. 
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tlef Branrigk considers the ; 
number of complaints about 
noisy neighbours and the 
level of willingness to go to 
court over things like cade- ! 
ting hens or church bells as a , 
sign of our “every man for 
himself ' society. 

Neither at home nor at 
school are children taught to \ 
understand what noise means 
for other people and for 
themselves. la Schick's view , 
part of the problem is also 
that “ nowadays people show 
very little consideration for 
their neighbours. ” 

On the one band . there is 
obviously no need to torn a 
blind eye , for who nowadays 
is dependant on others? On 
the other hand, often neigh- 
bours scarcely know each 
other . 

Comparative studies show 
that it is different in Japan . 
“People there are no quieter 
buf they value harmony 
among neighbours more 
highly than their own right to 
peace.” 

There are very good 
reasons why noise is becom- 
ing a more and more frequent 
cause for complaint in -Ger- 
many. Numerous noises can 
neither be reduced nor 
switched off, and one can 
rarely avoid them. 

it is ■ not only the loud 
noises but also some gentler 
tones which disturb the 
peace, for example the sales- 
promoting background music 
in shops, folk music in Greek 
restaurants and Christmas 
carols in pedestrian precincts, 
markets and shops. 

But there is no-one to sue 
about the loss of peace in 
public areas. Thus tbe spiral 
of noise will presumably keep 
on rising, for only little can, 
be achieved with individual 
measures like sound-baffling 
walls alongside the autobahn, 
protective earpieces in the 
workplace or a few “whisper- 
ing” lorries. And so presum- 
ably it will increasingly be the 
neighbour who is made the 
scapegoat — S&ddeutsche 
Zeitung. 


for generations , 
women have noticed die pro- 
tection breastfeeding can 
provide ■ against pregnancy. 
Now scientists are taking a 
closer look at nature s con- 
traceptive method, 

. Performed correctly, 
breastfeeding provides 98 per 
cent protection against pre- 
gnancy for at least six months 
after a mother gives, birth, 
scientists say , provided a few 
simple roles are followed. 
This “new" method is consi- 
dered to be as effective, or 
even more so, than many 
other available contraceptive 
methods, scientists say in a 
new issue of Networfc, a bul- 
letin published by a U.S.- 
based on non-profit research 
organisation called Family 
Health International (FHT). 

For the method to work, 
mothers need to be “fully or 
nearly fully ” breastfeeding. 
Contraception is assured only 
until one of three events bap-, 
pen: The mother's menstrua/ 
period resumes , she begins 
feeding her infant a signiG- 
cant amount of food other 
than breastmilk, or six 
months has passed since her 
child was bom. Once any of 
the three occurs, a mother 
should begin using another 
contraceptive method to 
assure protection against pre- 
gnancy. 

Tbe method, called the 
“ lactational amenorrhea 
method ” (LAM),' has been 
endorsed by an international 
gathering of family planning 
experts, after numerous stu- 
dies demonstrated its effec- 
tiveness. Some experts be- 
lieve the method is depend- 
able beyond six months and 
should be considered in effect 
as long as a mother's periods 
have not resumed. Another 
international meeting is being 
planned to discuss their 
views. 

“Reliance off lactational 
amenorrhea is not the right 
contraceptive method for all 
breastfeeding women, and it 
is a time-limited one,” says 
Kathy Kennedy, an FHI re- 
searcher. “Those who prefer 
another option should use it. 
But tbe information about 
LAM should be available to 
all breastfeeding women so 
that they can make a well- 
informed decision.” 

Breastfeeding suppresses 
fertility by inhibiting ovula- 
tion. This is achieved by a 
sufficient degree of nipple 
stimulation from breastfeed- 
ing, which affects a hormone 
that controls ovulation. 

“In areas of tbe worid 
where modem contraceptives . 
are either unaffordable or 
unobtainable , breastfeeding 


becomes a 
achieving adequate 1 , 
spading 

mortality, Dr.:Rogsf 


bourne, Australia, di 4 
ity m tbe Sridi ’saSdJ * 

. editorial appdnwg hj ** 
work. ‘Tbe challengef 
future is to protect, ps ' 
and support breastfeec ’ 
both .developing am 
veloped countries: -aw 
for its major beafrit U 
fyir tiie mother andher ' 
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work outside thc hodit 
from their infants.- Yet 
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breastfeeding fbf. iis, _ 
tiohal value show thati . 
feeding can be encou 'f. 

From 1981 to E&ljji r - 
paign to edneatemoitz ' 
workers about breastfed 
resulted in new hospifa. 
des and practices^ehd ' 
mg its use._ The podi * 
mothers wbo brcastfk 
creased. to 93 per cent j ' 
end of the camp^igffhf ' 

80 per cent . 

“The message ha^i 
out that breastfeedmgi 
for tbe baby and good! 
mother , and afsogbdiff . 
hospitals , ” ' •Dr.[PaisfJ 
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ed oo the Honduras ?^ 
said in Network. Ha • 
saved substantia/ zd# • 
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SOLUTIONS 


TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


1. (Cork oak). (Qucrcus suber) 


2. A seed-producing plant that does not develop persist 
woody tissue and dies down at the end oftbegroir... 


3. Vice versa. (The lentil , lens in Latin, was a cofiih 

food long before Alhazen described the magnify' 
effect of lenses, around A.D. 1030). - ^ 

4. Wild yeast. - 

5. Flora. - '../■* - 


PUZZLES 


(1) FIVE. Each value appears on an even numbeirj. ' 
squares-eight. Inside the chain the values 
pairs, therefore a 5 at one end of the r.hain mtt& .. 
matched by 5 at the other end. 


(2) A WORD SQUARE 
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3 leftist group denied licence 


\. the people against the 
n of 3 nti-democratic forces 
yrist in our society.” he told 
orrfan Times. 

t “colour of the govern- 
3r » . according to Mr. Zibri and 
V Nabas. represents only half 

V ie Jordanian society. It is 
a person with only a right 
- a nght foot and a right eye; 
r voiii not be complete without 
gft side-” said Mr. Nahas. 
. ' ^^phorically referring to the 
.^ijninent as “right wing.” 
e Jordanian Communist Par- 
the Arab Baath Socialist 
- pert also denied legal sta- 


(Con tinned from page 1) 


ace talks await Clinton 


fCondnned from page i) 


^{nation office in Tunis. 

‘ ‘ -';•£ & ct that Mr. Faisal Hus- 
’ was not invited to the meet- 
Mr. Bush was seen as a 
•' “ tine sign in Tunis, Mr. Hilal 

■, I . ^ ir Husseini is the head of 
^.'(verali Palestinian delegation 
the one who used to 
' „ '":‘c5 ye former Secretary of State 

s (Baker) in Jerusalem; He 
r.^jooowho received the lener 
'• - yrran ces and he should be 
- --“ng "-fhc Palestinian delega- 

• "Air. hilal added. 

.. r T: > Palestinians plan to press 
. . . ■ Bash to set a precedent by 

faring a three-way meeting 
-the Israelis and Palestinians 
- - 7 - .'der to break the logjam in 
: - ‘ talks on self-government for 

_ alestinians in the West Bank 
; -3aza Strip. 

X Ashrawi said the United 
--: j‘was considering such an 
--T.'.rBut another official, who 
;on condition of anonymity. 

; -jraclhad been aoonded out 
ic- State Department and 
‘ ad any U.S. intervention. ’ 
..'^Palestinians presented. 
*: - iwth a draft agenda for 
- ' talks, another in a series of 
'.^nents exchanged by the 
. . vance tiiey began talking last 
. ? IsraeTs negotiators said the 
. hcnt was far from what 
' " bad in mind but they would 
‘ 'i hridge the gap. 

— ' another front at the peace 
Israel gave the Syrian team 
.'Dosalit said was designed to 
c .fee impasse in their 
_ pa to draft a common agen- 


da. Syria described the document 
as a setback to what had been 
achieved thus far. Neither side 
would elaborate. 

Israel and the Arabs agreed on 
one thing: That the killing of an 
Israeli policeman by his abduc- 
tors was intended to derail the 
peace process. 

Dr. Ashrawi, while deploring 
“all acts of violence," said it was 
born of despair among Palesti- 
nians about the chances of 
achieving independence from 
Israeli occupation. 

She warned against attempts to 
portray the Palestinians as a peo- 
ple divided, saying “we may dif- 
fer on the means... of bringing 
about an end to the occupation... 
but we are all one people.” 

Israel’s ambassador to the Un- 
ited States sought to make a 
distinction between the Hamas 
movement which kidnapped and 
killed the Israeli policeman and 
the Palestinians negotiating with 
Israel. 

ZaLmajn Shoval said he was 
certain the Palestinian nego- 
tiators and the majority of those 
they represent in the West Bank 
and Gaza do not identify with the 
extremists. 

Chief Palestinian delegate 
Haider Abdul Shaft said the kill- 
ing was not mentioned in more 
than two hours of talks with the 
Israeli team that focused on a 
negotiating agenda. 

“But certainly everybody de- 
plores the killing of people in cold 
blood.... whether this man or the 
killing of Palestinians by the 
death squads of the Israelis." he 
said. 


kminis promised a majlis 


(Continued from page 1) 


"tpp&des- and programmes 
, f : government action 
mw its march and per- 

added: “We hope this new 
iwoe in national action will 
; t> encouraging positive re- 
;rn the public level so that in 
: can lead to more develop- 
■in‘ future.” 

’Jovember, the emir first 
_ed through a press inter- 
. ns intention to have the 
• formed of 30 members, 
tort-lived elected parlra- 
:m 1973-5, after Bahrain 
l independence from Bri- 
- also had 30 members. 
i Isa dosed down the coun- 
:r some of its radical mem- 
ntidsed the government. 

« then, only Kuwait among 
ulf Arab countries of the 
h region has elected a 
m-style legislative body, 
an, Qatar and the United 
' Emirates also each have a 
al shura. Oman has broken 
-^ujewbai from the appoint- 
procedure by having its 


provinces first elect three repre- 
. sentatives from which the ruler 
then chooses one for the Oman 
majlis. 

Calls for elections 

A London-based human rights 
group urged Sheikh Isa Wednes- 
day to allow democratic elections 
and repeal tough state security 
measures in force since the mid- 
1970s. 

Article 19, International Cen- 
tre against Censorship, urged 
Sheikh Isa in a letter to restore 
key constitutional rights sus- 
pended in 1975 and allow free- 
dom of expression and assembly 
and the formation of political 
parties and trade unions. 

Itt urged the government to 
“hold free and democratic elec- 
tions to local councils and a 
national legislative assembly." 

“As a first step, restore sus- 
pended articles of the constitu- 
tion, in particular concerning the 
powers of the national assembly 
and the organisation of legislative 
functions," the group said. 


idoa secured for relief work 

(Continued from page 1) - 

wan position will evolve to- men was not part of the mission 

UateaT “'"gw 

T Foreign Minister Georges troop* are being deployed in 

wn as telling a cabinet So man a. , . IT M 

ng. France, supported by U.N. 

ferenus on the scope of the ^tBry-Genei^ Gha- 

m have marred the start of k, believed it hilled f or 
operation by the U.N.- U.N. mandate which called for 

force, with the White the cation 
i saying that disarming gun- ment for the re ope 


the al-hussein society 
)R PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED 

ii continue its annual bazaar on Sunday 
5C; 20th, 1992, from 10:00 to 1:00, at 
•Hussein Society, 7th Circle, behind the 
>yal Automobile Club. 

International Bake sale 
☆ Decoration ☆ 

Handicrafts ☆ Gift items ☆ 

Tel.: 81 7599-8/81 761 3 
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Is the injustice of the civilised world to 


tus two weeks ago. Both have 
said they would appeal the deci- 
sion in courts. JPDP officials said 
they would appeal to the govern- 
ment to retract its decision. 

Political observers in and out- 
side the government circles say 
that the future of Jordan's demo- 
cracy will depend on its ability to 
allow for political pluralism. Most 
say that the judicial decision will 
cement the direction the King- 
dom’s democratic process is likely 
to take. 

Five of the 1 1 parties who have 
applied for legal status have been 
granted legality. 


By Pascal B. Karmy 

IT IS all very well for vomr Arab 
and Muslim stales and organisa- 
tions to raise hue and cry against 
ihe intervention in Somalia by the 
American. European and other, 
forces u rider the United Nations 
Security Council authority and its 
flag and to stamp this interven- 
tion as new colonialism. The 
question, however, that should 
be answered by the opponents is 
this: Why did not they them- 
selves. at the outset, take con- 
crete and concerted action to put 
an end to the bloodshed in Soma- 
lia and bring food and medicines 
to the hungry and dying men. 
women and children and bring 
about a reconciliation between 
the warlords there. 

What we have seen on televi- 
sion about Somalia was fearful, 
disgusting and appalling. Yet. as 
one columnist in a Jordanian 
newspaper observed, there was 
not any Arab or Muslim organisa- 
tion, society or group working in 
Somalia to help' the victims of 
famine and sick people, but there 
were organisations and groups 
from the western world and one could 
see American or European 
women rolling up their sleeves 
and working hard to soccour the 
victims of fighting warlords and 
looting gangs. Even the famous 
actress Sophia Loren volun- 
teered, symbolically as it may be, ! 
to work for some time among the 
miserable, the haggard and the 
skeleton-looking children. It is 
true that some Arab countries, i 
like Jordan, sent medicaments 
and foodstuff, but that was no- 


thing in comparison to the assist- 
ance and supplies contributed by 
the western countries. 

One may ask why the Arab states 
did not try to obtain from the 
outset a decision from the Secur- 
ity Council to authorise their 
forces only to intervene for the 

benefit of the so-called Sister 
state Somalia, and put an end to 
the civil war, to (he anarchy and 
chaos prevailing there. One may 
also rightly ask why the Arab and 
Muslim slates, especially those 
neighbouring Somalia, did not try 
to reconcile the two well-known 
warlords Mohammad Farrah 
Aidecd and Aii Mahdi Moham- 
mad. Is it no; rather ironic thar 
the Americans, who are usually 
dubbed as imperialists, should 
succeed to bring the two war- 
lords, who have been deadly ene- 
mies, to shake hands and even to 
embrace each other after months 


during which neither had agreed 
to concede an iota of his power or 
authority to the other? 

Is it not a blot on the Arab and 
Muslim stales not to try to do 
what the Americans were able to 
achieve? Did colonialism or im- 
perialism as wc are wont to call it. 
prevent us from being rhe ones to 
reconcile the two warlords? 

It is indeed easy to accuse 
imperialsim for dong this and that 
while the Arabs and Muslims are 
doing nothing but watching. It 
may be that the American; have 
ulterior political or economic mo- 
tives in intervening in Somalia, as 
no state acts out of mere charity 
or altruism. If that is so. then the 
Arabs and Muslims are 10 be 
blamed for this turn of events in 
the first place. 

With regard to Bosnia, here 
again the Arab and Muslims are 
doing almost nothing to help the 


Muslim Bosnians again*: the 
onslaught of the Serbs. The pic- 
ture of events as l see it in Bosnia 
is indeed very similar to the sor- 
did events which took place in 
1948. The Serbs are overwhel- 
mingly armed in comparison to 
:he poorly armed Bosnians. The 
Serbs have already occupied most 
of Bosnian territory and the 
world is just looking on with near 
apathy. The western world and 
the Arab and .Muslim forces 
should intervene under the Un- 
ited Nations banner before it is 
too late to do so. 

The events in Bosnia remind 
the Palestinians of the un- 
lamented year of 194$ when, on 
May 15, fee Arab states' forces 
came belatedly io the rescue of 
the poorly armed Palestinians 


against the well-armed Jews who 
had already occupied the major- 
ity of the’ Palestinian territory. 
The intervention of the Arab 
states on that date did not achieve 
the return of thousands of Palesti- 
nian refugees to their homeland 
who were already living in exile in 
miserable makeshift tents in the 
surrounding Arab countries. 

it may nos be too late for the 
United Nations forces and. or. 
the Arab and Muslim forces to 
intervene efficiently in Bosnia to 
put an end to :hc slaughter and 
e:hnic cleansing carried out there 
by the Serbs. Otherwise, the Ba- 
nian Muslims and some Croats 
will become refugees and be dep- 
rived of their homes. Linds and 
belongings for years and years to 
come, just as the Palestinians 


have been refugees since 1948. 

It is high time for the Arabs to 
jvake up from their lethargy and 
not simply be satisfied with 
blown-up declarations and state- 
ments with no concrete and effec- 
tive means to pm them into force. 
Action is required and not simply 
verbal reaction. 

But the question which haunts 
one's mind is this: Will the west- 
ern. Arab and Muslim worlds 
condone the replacement of the 
Bosnian homeland by a Serbian 
homeland just as they condoned 
(and in the case of the western 
world encouraged) the replace- 
ment of the Palestinian homeland 
by a Jewish homeland? If this will 
happen, it will constitute another 
gross wrong and injustice com- 
mitted by the civilised world. 




^SapP ‘THo. 'itt Spa, 

for fun 8i c ure 

The first Spa in the Middle East based oc hot 5ulfurous mineral Water 
Springs of high mineral Concentration for ihc Cure of 
' Rhumatizm ' Arthritis * Sinusitis * Digestive diseases 
Or Just for b loots circulation enhancement 

50% Discount 

? On Room Rates 

For Non Jordanians " Residents * 

Amman : 666271/2 . 660279 . 6SS310 - Location : 00 545500 
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Wish all our dear guests a Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year 
and wish to extend a special offer on this special occasion 

3 nights/4 days with 2 meals ^ 
ha addition to Xmas Eve special party . 
at our 


“ML X 


(/3iue oLcufroon night club restaurant 

as of 23/12 up till 26/12 

Rate per person in double room occupancy 
Aquamarina E JD 50.060 

Aquamarina H JD43.00Q 

The above rates INCLUDE 10% government tax & 10% service 
charge 

For reservations and more information, please call 

03/316250/1/2/3/4 









^A&MBERT co&fc 

Les Moussons de Paul Predault de lion 

Wide Variety of French Cheeses No. 1 in France 


Arrived Fresh by plane at a very reasonable prices 


Now available at i v r'"’ 




SfcXi-bf - 5 tvs Jabal Luweibdek — Tel. 625140 


JO 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWWS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


I 

KC 3 IS/ 


CROWN 

INTIL EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
i forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 


ms cshtee ptffi eras sfisness 

TOOT &E5T C&2©S£E 





☆ Kais Dryclean. 1 Hr. Service 

☆ Shoes repair * Engraving 
* Keys Service 

☆ Upholslry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at' YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
8231 63 





FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


rifffiiSIi E 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -ft .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
towards 3rd circle 


TeL659519 659520’ 


r . /. 

¥■ r isi nc 

RESERVATION 


TEL 819564 
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AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
12:00 -ISM & 18’JO - 23-JO 

Tel: 03-214415 


4 RENT & SALE 

•- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 81052Q 
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I ProjfeS5K)D8l Quality in 
I) i Hour Service 

^ Develop your colour film at 
g our shop and get:- 

8 * s> 

II siso 30% larger 

* Free esisrge- 

fS0£7C£ 20 x 30 CZSB 

Skmeisaci - Opp. Grindiays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Sweficb lei - S23R91 


/ CHEW’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Slreet, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Sfirboece for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 816214 
Come and lasie our 
specialities 

Opsn daily 12:00 - 2:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Niidnishs s 


Every great city in the world has its China, 
Town and Amman now has its own. 

Where you can enjoy the most exquisite 
Chinese dishes for lunch and dinner. 

Banquet and take-away service 

Al l chefs from Peking. China 

China Town 

at the Amman Plaza Hotel 
Tel. 674295 or 674111 - ext. 6338 


■A, 


W -J 

•r. 


ymm. 

fAmmarc 

\m 


RESTAURANT 


Open 1L 3O-3-J0 X 6-00- 11 JO JmBy 


Take away is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel y 

|Tei 661022, Amman) 

Ouee lusted 

uved 


The firstfe best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

'si Crc'e Jabal 4mman. near 
yan Gins Schi> 0 : 

Tctie away is avafitoMo 

Open daily !2:0>i-2:3H 
pm. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 6389SS 


The First Class Hotel in 
, ’ Amman that has a 

\ Kitchenette in every 
j room...! 

k 






; Amman - Tel 668 1 93 
f P O fiO' 9403 - Fay 602J34 

i Telex 238S8 DAROTL JO 

ideal Residence For 

§ Expatriates and 


T3riu» Ktp t’s oIr 
AT. TTCTATMA BAR 


pjs - L3Q aan / 


J'Q.'IEID'iJ.J OSHEEXT' TT'D.-iirPinr 

iriL/i-raG'irir 


announces its new senice 
AMfrtAN - AIRPORT - AMMAN 

with its modern air-conditioned 
buses. 

Departure every half an hour from 
either Abdali Bus Station or Jfc.ll 
Headquancrs. 

Fare: 750 fils per trip. 

Enquiries: 664146 
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RaUytour 

to be held 
Friday 


By a Jordan Turns 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Arab Insurance 
Rallytour. which will be held 
Friday Dec. 18, will be the sea- 
son’s final auto sports event orga- 
nised by the Royal Automobile 
Club of Jordan (RACJ). 

The rallytour, the results of 
which will be entered in the Jor- 
dan Drivers' Open Cham- 
pionship. does not depend on car 
specifications or high speed but 
split second timing in navigation 
over a route which will be 
announced at the start. 

For the first time in auto sports 
events in Jordan, 24 handicapped 
participants will be competing in 
the rallytour. They will take part 
in the second half of the event 
which starts at the Alia Gateway 
Hotel at Queen Alia Internation- 
al Airport. Each handicapped 
participant wifi be sponsored by 
an individual or company for a 
cost of JD 250. Proceeds of the 
rallytour will be donated to A1 
Mustaqbal Club for the Physically 
Handicapped. 

The 55 participants in the rally- 
tour will set-off from RACJ head- 
quarters at 10 a.m. Friday morn- 
ing. The second stage will begin 
at 1 p.m. Results of the rallytour 
will be announced at the prize 
giving ceremony Saturday even- 
ing. 



Defending champion Paul Accola 


Tomba leads cup standings 


MADONNA DI CAMPIGLIO, 
Italy (AP) — Alberto Tomba 
may be feeling in the wrong 
place. 

He's still winiess this World Cup 
season, but he’s reached the top 
of the standings. 

Tomba. 25, suffered his fifth 
consecutive upset when he 
finished second to young French- 
man Patrice Bianchi in a slalom in 
this Italian Dolomite Resort. 

The skier known as "la bom- 
ba,” or the bomb, for his aggres- 
sive style, once again was over- 
cautious in one of the two runs 
and missed the top spot by 0.11 
seconds. 

About 10,000 fans from Tom- 
ba 's region of Emilia came to 
cheer him on, picnicking on 
toasted bread and ham. 

Along with the experts, they 
were baffled at the unexpected 
I brought for Tomba. the only 
skier to have won consecutive 


Olympic titles, in Calgary and 
Albertville. 

Tomba placed second and third 
in two previous giant slaloms and 
had a spill, a seventh and a 
second place in slaloms. 

This year was Tomba’s worst 
start since 1987.. Last season he 
had four wins and two runner-up 
places after the initial six gate 
races. 

Eight races, including two dow- 
nhills and one Super G, have 
been raced so far this season. 

Defending cup champion Paul 
Accola of Switzerland was a dis- 
tant 17tth in the race and 13th 
overall. He trailed Tomba by 120 


points. 

Tomba said his leadership 1 
should be short lived. 

He can load up on points in a 
giant slalom and a slalom sche- 
duled in Kranjska Gora, 

_ Slovenia, over the weekend. 

He turns 26 on Saturday, and 
said he hoped to celebrate hfs 
birthday with his first season vic- 
tory. 

The cup calendar in January, 
including three downhills, one 
Super G and thre combined, is 
expected to boost overall points 
of Marc Girardelli. Accola and 
Norwegian Kjeril Andre 
Aamodt. 


Ashe honoured for 
lifetime achievement 


CELEBRATE A GOURMET HOLIDAY 
ENJOY OUR SELECTIVE CHRISTMAS ASSORTMENT 
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- THE FINEST FRENCH «fc SWISS CHEESES 

- HAM. MORTADELLA. SALAME. 

- POULTRY & BEEF COLD CUTS 

- CHRISTMAS CAKE, CHOCOLATE DELIGHTS 


GOODIES - AL AMER CENTRE 
SHMEISANI - NEAR BUSINESS BANK 
TELEPHONE: 696998 
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NEW YORK (R) — In recogni- 
tion of a lifetime of excellence 
both on the court and off, former 
tennis star Arthur Ashe was hon- 
oured Tuesday as Sports ITlus- 
trated’s Sportsman of the year. 

“It was not just for this year, 
but for his career,” Mark Mul- 
voy, the magazine’s managing 
editor, said at a news conference 
the announcee the selection. 

Ashe, 49. the most prominent 
black male tennis player in his- 
tory, has also distinguished him- 
self by his commitment: to ideals 
and his courage in the face of two- 
life-threatening illnesses — AIDS 
and heart disease. 

In accepting the award. Ashe 
hailed Jackie Robinson and Bill 
Bradley among his inspirations 
for his commitment to political 
andltsodal causes. 

“They were people who after 
their active days as an athlete 
were finished decided they were 
not finished,” Ashe said of 
Robinson, who broke the colour 
barrier in major league baseball, 
and Bradley, who became a U.S. 
senator after a successful profes- 
sional basketball career. 

Ashe won the U.S. Open in 
1968 and finished the year ranked 
number one. He won the Austra- 
lian Open in 1970 and upset 
Jimmy Connors to win the Wimb- 
ledon Crown in 1975. He is still 
the only black man to have won 
those Grand Slam events. 


Peanuts 


THI5 IS MY REPORT ON 
THE FIELD TRIP WE 
i WENT ON YE5TERDAY. 


r didn't get 
SICK ON THE BU5 


WE SHOULD GO ON 
MORE FIELD TRIPS.. 


LIKE MAYBE ONCE 
EVERY TEN YEARS.. 



Andy Capp 
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Mutt‘n’Jeff 


MUTT, I’M \ 

r , G3NNA BE , 

[ THERE W £ ST ) G? , A GREAT 

BE ( - 3^ LOVE STORY, 

EASIER JOB / if JIT. WRITER* t 


'you a t.ove'T do V do know 

I STORY WRITERS W MAT IT'S ALL 
\ HA, HA. DON'T/ ABOUT? WERE 
MAKE ME J 1 YOU EVE R »N 
h LAUGHjj LOVE? REALLY 

k IN LOVE? te 


HAVE YOU LIVED." y/iVE SEEN T JESSED “1 
rtAVE VfeU EVERFEClA K.ISSFD (fwSsEDVbU 9 • 
THE RAPTURES OF LOVE? ^ ONC E/ {VEjSjRP - 
HAVE YOU EVER BEEN / , Vj; 




HAVE YOU EVER BEEN 
LIFTED TO THE HIGH 
HEAVENS AND THEN 
BEEN CAST DOWN 
LIKE A BOLT OF 
LIGHTNING. DOWN 

To the bottom r 

OF THE EARTH?/ 


OUR HORSE ON the) ? 
STREET dLEANINY^ 
JOB! SHE DIED!/ 5? 3* 
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Chess legend Bobby 

Fischer indicted 


WASHINGTON (R) — Chess 

legend Bobby Fischer was in- 
dicted Tuesday on one criminal 
charge for defying U.S. and U-N. 
sanctions by playing a match 
against rival Boris Spassky in 
Yugoslavia, a prosecutor 
announced. 

■ U.S. attorney Jay Stephens 
told a news conference that Fis- 
cher was charged with violating 
the international emergency eco- 
nomic powers law by engaging in 
a commercial transaction in 
Yugoslavia. 

President George Bosh, acting 
in accordance with U.N. sanc- 
tions against Yugoslavia, in June 
barred U.S. citizens from engag- 
ing m certain commercial transac- 
tions with Yugoslavia. 

“At a time where there is a 
grave international crisis in 
Yugoslavia ... it is not too modi 


to ask that Bobby Fischer comply 
with U.S. law instead of lining his 
own pockets,” Stephens sard. 
“Bobby Fischer, like anyone else, 
should be held accountable for 
his actions.” ' , 

Stephens said a warrant has 
been issued for Fischer's arrest. 
He reportedly has remained m 
Yugosiavia. 

Stephens said the United 
States has an extradition tr eaty 
with Yugoslavia, but was. unsure 
if Fischer would be turned over. 
Fischer became a legend in 
when he beat the Soviet 
champion Spassky 20 years ago in 
Reykavik, Iceland to become 
worid champion. ■ 

After emerging from self- 
. imposed seclusion in September, 
he again beat Spassky, now a 
French citizen, by 10 gfimes to 
five, in a marathon rematch that 
ended in November. 


He was inducted into the tennis 
hall of fame in 1985, six years 
after a heart attacker forced his 
retirmem. He had a quadruple 
bypass operation in 1979 and a 
double bypass in 1983. Still, he 
served from 1981-1985 as U.S. 
Davis Cup captain. 

But Ashe made the biggest, 
headlines of his life earlier this 
year when he announced that he 
had the AIDS virus. 

Ashe, who said he apparently 
contracted the virus from a blood 
transfusion he received during his 
second bypass, became a high 
profile activist in the campaign to 
find an AIDS cure. 

He founded the Arthur Ashe 
Foundation for the Defeat of 
AIDS, receiving support 
throughout the tennis world in his 
bid to raise _$5 million starting 
with a start studded exhibition 
just before the U.S. Open. 

He recently received the AIDS 
leadership award from the Har- 
vard Aids Institute. 

Ashe has also been an out- 
spoken opponent of South Afri- 
ca's apartheid policies and has 
written a three-volume history of 
black athletes. “A Hard Road to 
Glory: A History of African- 
American Athletes.” 
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“He has always stood up and 
always been counted for,” Mul- 
voy said. "The South Africa 
thing, his health, the world of 
tennis. They don’t make them 
like that anymore.” 


1 st division basketball matches to be played Thursday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Four matches will be played Thursday intbe 
First Division Basketball Championship organised by the Jordan 
Basketball Federation (JBF). A! Orthodox! play A1 Watani and 
Horoemment play A! Jazirefa in Amman, wfcDe A1 Abbas play A1 
Hussein and A1 Ahh play A1 Jalil in Irbid. 

French Motorcycling Grand Prix axed 

GENEVA (R) — The 1993 French Motorcycling Grand Prix was 
scrapped Wednesday because of the country’s tough new laws on 
tobacco advertising. The International Motorcycling Federation 
said the decision had been taken jointly with the organisers and 
promoters of the Grand Prix c ir c ui t. The move follows the 
decision last week by the International Motor Sports Federation 
(FISA) to strike the French Formula One race off their world 
championship calendar. FISA raid there were do guarantees cars 
and equipment would not be seized after a French court decision to 
fine the Williams team $5.6 million for carrying cigarette 
advertising in the Australian Grand Prix which was screened in 
France. 

WBA championship belts stolen 

CARACAS (AP) — An awards ceremony Tuesday for welter- 
weight boxing champion C h rista n to Espana was cancelled after 
his victor's belt was stolen at gunpoint from a boxing official. Also 
stolen were the prize belt for die winner of the WBA flyweight 
title match Tuesday between Aquiles Guzman and David Griman 
of Venezuela and a belt belonging to Guzman, said Alberto 
Sarmiento, a WBA executive. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY DECEMBER 18, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Only 
by being charming and especially 
considerate in your actions with, 
others will you be able to over- 
come the triple Moon square to. 
Uranus, Neptune and Mars that is* 
ruling the day. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You would be wise to do so attend 
to your usual routines that one of a 
different background to your own 
will be impressed and lend you 
much support. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have many good ideas where 
adding to your present good things 
of life are concerned so be pre- 
pared to put them into immediate 
effect for best results. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 21) Use 
this time to find out exactly where 
you stand with those whom you 
regard as partners and by the deeds 
they are performing, not just from 
worlds. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can get a better 
insight into the pleasures which can 
both bring you a good time as well 
as be profitable otherwise to you 
now. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
can do those things today of -an ' 
outside nature that will make what- 
ever your vocational activities 
more operative to handle and suc- 
cessful. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your aspirations to have every-' 


thing on a basis that is comfortable 
to you can easily be put in motion 
with just a little extra thought on 
your part. I 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octbbe^ 
22) Consider all phases and aspects 
of your practical problems now and 
do nothing in a rush or you huts 
out on some benefit awaiting your 
acceptance. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You now have the chance 
to find out just what changes your 
attachment would like you or both 
of you to make in order to gain 
some long range objectives. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 tto 
December 21) If you want to get 
along well with a restless and viva- 
cious associate it is necessary you 
be more open to listen to that 
persons stand-points. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to* 
January 20) This is the day for you 
to use all of those excellent angles 
that are so nature for you in> 
achieving whatever your intimate' 
purposes happen to be. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Yon will have to walk a 
tightrope today to avoid some ran 
on where a member of your family : 
and an influential outrider are con- 
cerned. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March. 
20) Some situation s come to light 
that make you wonder just bow' 
you will handle them but think in . 
terms of what adds to your basic 
security and all will be wed. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH MAR SHMUF 
ATANNAH HUtSCH 


SHOW AND TELL 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
* A J2 
P3 2 
0X965 
. #QJ93 

WEST EAST 

#4 4985 

V A 10 7 5 9KQJ9864 

010 8 7 4 0 Void 

♦ K 7 6 2 * A 10 4 

SOUTH 
9KQ10763 

<? VoM 

0 A Q J S 2 
*85 


The bidding: 



North 

East 

Sooth 

Wwt 

Pass 

1 9 

1 * 

4 9 

4 4 

5 0 

5 4 

Paw 

Para 

Pan 

DU 

Para 

Para 


Opening lead: Four of 0 
Usually, the auction is a vehicle to 
describe your holding to partner. 
However, once in awhile a situation 
develops where you can use the bid- 
ding for lead direction. This hand 
conies to mind. 

With the vulnerability fa v oring 
neither aide. West decided on a full- 
blooded four-heart preempt after 
Sooth ovucaBad East’s ona-lwait 


opening bid with one spade. An un- 
imaginative East would have simply 
bid five hearts competitively. The 

better action is to make a lead-di- 
recting bid of five diamonds — since 
it is impossible that you would want 
to play in diamonds after locating 
an excellent heart fit, the bid can 
only be to direct the defense. Abso- 
lute par was reached. East- West 
could make five hearts as the cards 
be, but not six. And East’s double 
confirmed the fact a diamond lead 
was wanted. 

Had East bid a lazy five hearts. 
West would surely have led a heart 
and declarer would have fmd no 
problem raking in 11 tricks. After 
the tead -directing bid, ho weve r, the 
killing defense was easy. 

West led a low diamond and B—t 
ruffed. Obviously, the defenders 
were not going to get any tricks in 
hearts. Since West's lead of a low 
diamon d showed a potential entry 
in the lower-ranking side suit, in 
this case dubs. East decided to trust 

partner and protect against South 
nokfing a singleton chib by return- 
ing a low club. In with the king. 

West gave partner another diamond 

ruff and the ace of dubs completed a 
two-trick set 



FORECAST F OR THURSDAY DECEMBER ^ 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, C&rp^ T^gliet f^ 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Wrtb ■ ’ 

the Moon Trine Vmiiml and 1weafcf8St ^ ke ^. , 
Saturn, conjunct Jitter despite prebtems"^.^ 
sxmribOitres you have that seem ■- 

difficult, wont be if you. get « ^RA^epteinheri 
them early in the day and cooper- ZZ) A dose company 
ate folly wiih mhos. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) tied purposes sofett 
Look for some inspiration within foBow exactly. > 
yourself by whk* you can make a 

greater expression of the abend- SCORPIO: (Oaofc- 
anas which is necessary for you to ber2l) Ifytnmre ^T 
have the things you desire. xccatejsrant assacugett 

• • • be able to get that** 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) along with a afaf-n 

Consider well your own need for joint benefit. 7 ' '*• - 

. eariy arid to ia$a * ' 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) evening to 
Take some time out now to quietly constructive. - ~ ■ 
but effectively get into the behind ^ 

die scenes activities ttal must be GlUPRiGQRN: (bcc£» 
coosdenuousfy done before you Jaiinary 20) YiJa^S 
can to forward. ^ 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to across tb^ i ^^r ed ^ 

July 21) Get in touch with an “ abili ty' w fath'raq y 
understanding friend early and let dreams come tree,..:- .; 

that person know your intimate AQUARIUS: (Janaary 2 
aims, then don't try to telt him/her ary 19) Take some-tr 
bow to get them for you. forget yoursdf-in ftndi, 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get 

together wrth a bigwig tiu» morning ro of wot ad hke yoft to d - " 

to let your capabilities be knows tnrougir wjm &cir wfl * 
and then you can get some support PISCES: (Fcbrasuy-20 ‘ 

so they can bring you more worldly 20) Whatever epantams" 

aedaim. have agreed todo of irit 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September ^ oosl rigfa ifiroqi 
22) Start your drive toward that ^ P 01 11,10 . 


V ." — 7T -r P* , 
despite problems. - 1 

LIBRA:. (September 2. 
22 ) A 'dose company 
you the way to grip 
material ways. to adtfev 
tkal purposes so fete 
foBow exactly. > .. 

SCORIKfc (October 
ber 2l) tf you areaSfc. 


be able .to grtYha*^ 
atopg tirth a 
joint benefit.' *' ■-■•; 

s^rrtARp^ (Nm ». 
December^i) A da»&> 

into whatever ytfarjs 

early are) to imfite* fr 
evening to afcieve.ia.* 
constructive. ■ .y, ,- 1 

CAPRKXJRN: (Dec** 
January 2 D) Yon des 
best means by wfcfrfty 
across that inspired 
an abiEiy' wtBdi frnq , 
dreams comc troe. - ' . 

AQUARIUS: (Janos* 2 
aiy 19) Take sorae ^ 
forget yonrsdf-in foaS, 
whardioscwfaod^i^e 

roofwotiki hie ybftro^ 
through wkh meir ^ ^ 
PISCES: (Fefcmuy. 26 

20) Whatever common'' 
have agreed to do of Wffi 
boost in the right (greri) 
be put into motion, at 


THE BEnER HALF, 



“Whoever writes the best love ieflr 
in their alphabet soup wing 5- 
a foot massager 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORNr 

9 by Henri Amok! aid 9^ 


Unscramble these lour Jumbta. 
one lattsr.toeaeh square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


RID0L 


YOPEN 


CONTOY 


DURECE 


where the 
MATHEMATJC/AN^r* 
ALL ATE LUWCRrV 

- - 

Now arrange the circled Mfet-— 

form the surprise arawana*# 
gested by the above cartoqrtj^ 


Print answer hem: ^ J J 

(Answers - 

Yestorda/s I JumWas: ^NCE BUILT SHAKBJ 
I Answer -if your neighbors^ dog to wo 

by to do this — ,, BAF»C- AT THBj ; > — - 


^ EX 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Charles PL 


Wood«4.. 


ACROSS 
1 Shed 
BOflgp. 

9 Oeoteiorwnaking 
power 
14 Inter — 

IB Church pert 

16 Gladden ' 

17 Paper measure 

18 Moran of 
"Happy Days" 

19 More base 
SOKhayyem- 

Cagney IRmtie 
23 Founder of 
Carthage 
34 Laooste 
25 Baby food 
28 Wrist banes 
30 Tavern 
33 Singer Hat 
35. Kind erf wS 
38 Devfl leader 
37 Eccfcsfastes- 
Hemtngway tie 

41 Memory 

42 Tokyo, once 

43 Become, one 

44 Frigid 

45 Cocktail 

48 Bottom Sne 

49 - — go on 
(oravor" 

50 COmbing stem 

52 “Humpty- 
Ompty"- 

RobertPenn 
Warren Ue 

58 Pay for 

59 Nest of 
pheasants 

60 no 

61 Omit a syttabte 
62 — do-wefl * 

53 Cupid 

64 Also-ran , 

65 O-Nea trees- 
86 Dispetched 

DOWN*’ 

1 Chagall 

2 Toast 
spread 

3 Novelist . 
O'Flaherty 

4 Domesticated 

5 New York city 



©1992 ' tltMH MMb Smn. me 
Rnanad 


6 Entertainment 
room 

7 "Who knows 

. what — kirks-." 

8 Telephone 
exchanges 

9 At sixes and — 

10 — B.ToWas 

11 Korean river 

12 Phase 

13 “ — trie 

ramparts we^" 

21 Neckwear 

22 Greeting tor 
Dolly 

25 Laboratory <Ss)i 

26 One kind of 
■ committse 

27 Reverence 

29 Sample TV 
show 

30 Washbowl 

31 Mountain ridge 

32 Adjust 
34 Han ally 
36 Kip&ng’s ■ 

"Gunge—" 



38 Under, to poets 

39 Actress 
Bartwau 

40 R egrett i ng 

45 Grumble 

46 Footnote arm. 

47 Forty^- 
49 Razor 


54GW.B** 
55 HorM : 

67-BnpV-;. 
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Financial Jordan Times 

Markets in c<w>| ** rat, “» with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

U5. DflUar ht InMnutioiul Markvu 



AMMAN riMANCZAX. MAWKST 


IWUSTMB BM> CZ>n» MON - EHKf ISAKt l 

miMKi 640170 / 663170 \ 

ncMiun mmxkt annas rates list rt» MsnoMT 16/12/1*92 



.Slcrftnj* rtmnd 


OruL'trhv Mark 


S»r>« Krone 


Vrenrta Krone 


Japanese Yen 


brupno Cumu) I'nit 





I.574S 


1.564$ 


.406* 


55300*' 


123.17 


U„S. IXrilar 


Sterling _ Pound 


Deulxcbe Mark 


Swea Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Currency (.’nil 1 jq.93 


UfcTtranli hW rates hr rsrmilat! I .v 


1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

3.50 

3.56 

3.59 

1M 

7.15 

6.93 

9. IS 

9.00 

■EH 

6. IS 

6.16 

5.95 

11.00 

10.7 5 

10.00 

3.54 

H33 

3.65 

10 . 93 

10.75 

10.25 



>hH<rs i.MiMMear eqanakat. 


Metal 

USD/Ox 

Hold 

334.90 


DMU 16.12.91 


Metal USD/O* I JD/lim 


6.60 SAver 




Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen'* 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Urn ' 


Bid 

Offer 

0.6570 

0.6590 

1.0602 

1.0556 

0.4354 

0.4406 

0.457 S 

0.4599 

0.1254 

0.1290 

0.5539 

0.5567 

0.3900 

0.3920 

0.1015 

0.1020 

0.0491 

0.0493 . 

0.02123 

0.02135 


JCUM ISLAMIC IMI 
JODM) XtMAlT BASK 
-T0 80O3IBC BAH* 

JUAB JORDAN INVESTMENT 8AVR 
uuiiilihzal development o*m 
ran go bake fob saving l investment 
MM BAtorrao eooraiATien/joBoiui 
JORXUUI NATIONAL BANK 
-xmuajt investment e risuci bmk 
JMWUi BAIR red I NVESTMEtlT/OLO 
-REAL ESTATN JNVES7MEHT 

mttonal Portnoi- jo securities 

'l'Sl'231 BANK 

it:: turn. savings investment ron noosing 
i: •-■•ntsawi caffk':v /.» 

.teas asm: 

r..*'.- east i 3 srnn.T 
jccr<:ji msnwsN-.-. 

JOP3AS niENClt vjt sss%r 

neun iwirtr ■ 7r*::-sasrs 
aw:- '.ire t .-.c-r; i.rrrr i:;:.tc::o 

jo^fsjs irorj-. m re 

mkktm hk::!! f.' -i 
aiob im«p::cvA -i.- ; 

LSTSltdk c poult?-. 

03 IVES MIDDLE LIST L Ct^KCCTS HOTELS 

jcada.i medical, cos: ou.run 
KACXivAa r equip. lunra t kaIktzxaixx 
PETRA SNTPPP1SEL L r.TtiTPMKNTS IUSIM 
JO^DAB CULT HEAL UTAH.- .TTOtHWT 

press 4 n.i_: -n:.- -i / at - niRn 
:• !.-j' Ruwrr r,. : :■» -in’. ; »•>« prod. 
v j ape * cs.—rr i rr.-rw 
DAiior 

V.'i nLOMTAMm ::.tu:tp' 

OS'-* KOUDIACEin-ICAL RAKl-f S'CTVim* 
the industrial comesicim. : actucoltural 
JWAB CHEMICAL UET PCPrtS INDOSTAtES 
NATIONAL STEEL INSOSTRX 
AAR XL DAUB DEVELOPMENT S 1H VSS 2 W8V1 
INTERMEDIATE PETTO -CUDUCAL IMDUiTHIlS 
TV JORDAN HORSTV KIUT. 

JORDAN CERAMIC TRC''JSTPrES 
-jdIBan Class industries 

THE JORDAN PIPES MAHUT ACT IMI EG 
JCaOAB T ANN] IK 

ARAB CENTER TOO Finin'. 4 CHEMICALS 

.national xedvtptcs 

"OKI VERBAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

WO LEM INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES 4 KMTS/JTT930 

EPXmattC 4 MEAVrMU 

mPohdar mood ihcostries / :wico 

national CABLE S HIV kanupactdrinc 

JOUDAS StTLPMJ-CHEMICALS 

TV JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
JORDAN R0CSU0QL INDUSTRIES 
JORLAT PRECAST '70NCRETC TNOBTCRI 
TTT VERSA L MQ0EFM INDUSTRIES 
TJIA3 INVESTMENT 4 INEKKATIOIAL TRADE 
:=cw petroleum PsriEAwr 


Currency 


Bnhnhd Dinar 


&*B Kiyal 


Kh#altl Dinar 


Bid 


1.7970 


0.03615 


0.1529 


I .2500 


Offer 


1.6200 


0.03KS 


0.1540 




TRAD INC 

VOLUME 

JO 

P**v. 

CLOSiaa 

rucc 

oroni*c 

PRICE 

cluiuc 

PRICE 

M.HS 

3.720 

1.70a 

3.700 

J 6 .au 

2.470 

. 2.460 

2.460 

3 , SIS 

3.680 

3 . M 0 

3.6JO 

1.400 

3.300 

3 . 200 

2.200 

71 . OBJ 

3.170 

3 . 360 

J. 1 SO 

3,750 

3 . SCO 

3 . 7*3 

• 3.750 

«71 

3.179 

3 . 1*0 

i.nc 

134 . 4 UB 

4.270 

4.260 

4.266 

31 ., OUT 

4.630 

4.600 

4.600 

144 , 58 ? 

l.BSO 

1.840 

1 . 6*3 

47.340 

1 . 830 

1.840 

1 . 8 X 6 

07,034 

4 . 7*0 

4.300 

4.190 

4,370 

3.140 

3 .UO 

J .140 

:i,mi 

!.*?■• 

*. LCO 

6.470 

II, ’DO 

o.-:& 

,•.:?> 

0 . 40 P 

43 . OC 

100 . V. 

J" . 7-.0 


475 

r.':* 

7 . i 7*2 

2 . :. 4 o 

3 , 4:0 

1 . 1 2 

3 . 1 .,- 

1 . !„• 

:e.i 7 i 

l.tco 

2 . 4 'JU 

3 . J ?0 

m..uj 

2 . 8-.0 

r.c-rt 

l.BS- 

7 *.I 7 » 

.v- 

j.::o 

i.:*: 

• ■ j 


-. . ■■ -L 


1 7 . -WD 

1 . -, 

r--.2 



. 

1 

*. 7 r.-. 

::.m 

l.jTJ 


i .:*2 

3 b^. 4 jB 

1 . 7 «> 


I.JW 

<J.U« 

0. 7J0 

0 . 7*0 

0.670 

41.437 

1 . .iTO 


1.3 jo 

33.441 

I.4TC 


:.!?? 

3 ->. 4 !» 

!.«’'■ 


0.->07 

11 . *03 

5 . 4-0 

■-.'■-3 

! . 7*7 

• 1 -. , - :? 

: . ■ : : 






:. 7 r.: 

J..T 7 « 

: . y 

2 .:t* 

2 --.JJ 

3 -*-'.:?i 

i:.e*o 

1 1 . 03c 

ir. 7 «c 

31.301 

6 . 8.-0 

6.6:0 

6 . 7*0 

JJ.JBa 

8 . 2*0 

6.220 

6.200 

30:, 529 

22 . BOO 

23.000 

21.940 

31.840 

5 . 8*0 

5.850 

S. 79 D 

* 43.429 

?.«r 

lo.ooo 

10.400 

11 , 7 TB 

1.410 

3.970 

3.910 

80,440 

:a.*oc 

13.400 

10 . SCO 

70.048 

6.300 

4.250 

4.260 

387.838 

0.980 

0.963 

0.896 

I 0 .R 33 

1.380 

3.350 

1.310 

l.HD 

6 . *63 

6.500 

6.502 

342, 111 

4.243 

4.220 

4 .142 

t-J.C .46 

l.OjO 

1.620 

1.020 

133.344 

13.400 

13 . 4 C 0 

13.490 

43,000 

4 . 3*0 

4.300 

4.300 

1 S. 6 JS 

2.660 

7 . 6*0 

2 . 6*0 

157,137 

1.370 

1.390 

1.440 

54. 913 

3.280 

3.290 

1 . 2*0 

:. 87 s 

3.800 

3 . 7*0 

3.750 

31.973 

6.940 

6.930 

4 . 99.3 

* 3.341 

4. 840 

4.840 

4.800 

116,419 

1.680 

I. 6 B 0 

1 . 6*0 

43.688 

2 . 42 C 

2.430 

2.436 

ill , 114 

C.*- r 'D 

O.oCO 

*. 6*0 

2 * 8,175 

5.760 

S.13: 

*.720 

27.124 

3 . 1 !* 

3 . ICC 

i.:eo 

' 4.842 

f .»-.3 

6.123 

8 . *30 
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Egyptiaa Pound 

0.2020 

0.2150 

Oman] RijirJ 

1.7560 

1.7520 

UAE Dirixam 

0.1561 

0.1571 

Greek Drachma" 

0.3320 

0.3420 


VILLA FOR RENT 


Cypriot Pound 


hr iso 

CAB Indices for Amman Flnanctal Market 


Index 
AB-Share 
Banking Sector 




Industry Sector 


Services Sector 


14.12.92 (I** 
166.4S 
120.61 


15.12.92 (W 
1 167.93 
120.67 


2 storey villa, American system, garage, garden and 
telephone with Independent central heating. 

Location: Bayader Wadi Seer, Jandawil area. 

Tel. 821244 



Furnished Flat For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, dining room, sitting room, 
kitchen, veranda, 2 bathrooms. Area: 170 square 
metres. Near Khalidi Hospital. 

Call Tel. 619177, Amman 



" LONDON (R) — FoJKwuig are tne puymg ana &cuuig ijmc* «« 
- leading world currencies ana gold against the dollar at irodscssion 
i on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 
^ ; day. 


U.S. dollar 


sterling 


1.2798/803 

U595/605 

1.7520/60 

1.3990/4000 

32.06/10 

5.3235/85 

1405/1410 

123.65/75 

6.8050/150 

6.6900/7000 

6 . 0100/200 

1.5742/52 


r a nadhn dollar 
Deutscbemarlcs 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swec&sh crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


ounce of gold $335.25/335.75 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY WANTED 

Regional office of international company is 
hiring a bright, dynamic, experienced ex- 
ecutive secretary with English mother ton- 
gue. 

Applicant preferably self-correspondent 
able to manage Amman office secretarial 
pool, and keep petty cash books. 

Please mail your CV and salary expected in 
strict confidence to: 

P.O.Box 5402 or fax 696560 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


Cinema 


Tel: 677420 



f Cinema Tel: 

PHILADELPHIA 




HARD TO KILL 

Shows: 3 JO, 6:15. 8:30, 10J0 


Shows: 3 JO, *30. 10:30 


Special show for children 

Thursdays + Fridays at 11 am. 


TO HUT TO HANDLE 

Show: 6:15 ONLY 


\ 


Kinder Garten Cop 


/ 



Nabil and Hisham 

Presents Political Comedy 


Welcome New World Order 

\ / 


Clinton warns health car* 
can bankrupt United Sta 


LITTLE ROCK. Arkansas (Rl 
— Presideni-elect Bill Clinton 
said Tuesday he leaned towards 
spurring the U.S. economy with 
tax cuts and additional spending, 
but those must be tied to reducing 
health care costs that threaten to 
"bankrupt the country." 

Mr. Clinton interrupted a 
theoretical discussion of what the 
economy needs with a table- 
pounding lecture to business, 
labour and academic leaders chat 
broke the calm of his economic 
conference on its second and final 
day. 

He interjected after leading 
economists recommended he 
jump-start the economy wirh S20 
billion to $60 billion a year in 
fiscal stimulus over a two-year 
period after taking office in 
January. 

He noted one expert’s state- 
ment that alleviating the credit 
crunch by persuading banks to 
increase loans could* inject $80 
billion into the economy. 

And Mr. Qinton brushed aside 
another expert's recommenda- 
tion Lhal he tackle reforming 
federal programmes that provide 
aid and money to the poor and 


elderly, by noring one such prog- 
ramme — social security — takes 
in S70 billion a year more than it 
spends. 

'T don't mean we shouldn’t do 
the stimulus.’* Mr. Qinton said. 

“I haven't made the decision 
about how much and what, but 
I’m saying, let's don’t get fixated 
on stuff that is not as big as the 
stuff that is also out there that has 
to be dealt with." 

Mr. Clinton said the econom- 
ists were talking about the stimu- 
lus package ‘'like the whole fu- 
ture of the republic depended on 
it" when exploding health care 
costs loom as the most dangerous 
threat to average Americans. 

"We are kidding each other," 
he said, pounding' a fist on the 
table. "We are all just sitting here 
making this up. if we think that 
we can fiddle around with the 
entitlements and ail this other 
stuff and get control of this 
budget, if you don’t do something 
on health care. It is a joke. It is 
going to bankrupt the country," 
he said. 

Entitlement programmes 
generally involve federal aid for 
the poor and elderly, such as 


social security, the institution 
which spends most of its funds 
providing pensions for retired 
workers. 

Mr. Clinton's extraordinary 
televised gathering of economic 
and social experts moved from 
the problems discussed in Mon- 
day's 11 -hour session to possible 
solutions on how to put people 
back to work and still make cuts 
in the budget deficit. 

Two leading economists, Alan 
Sinai of the Boston Co. and 
Nobal-winner James Tobin of 
Yale, both recommended an im- 
mediate stimulus once Mr. Clin- 
ton takes office on Jan. 20 

Mr. Tobin’s prescription for 
the ailing U.S. economy would 
include $50 to $60 billion in new 
spending and investment tax cre- 
dits foT each of the next two 
years, directing attention first to 
putting people back to work in 
America's inner cities then focus- 
ing on education and rebuilding 
roads and bridges. 

But Mr. Sinai said a stimulus 
package of $20 billion to $30 
billion over two years should be 
sufficient. 

He said $50 to $60 - billion 


“would send the v ■ 
the markets" a 1 '--: 
suspicions the: A?r. 
the Democratic- c.v. 
gress planned ■ 
spree. 

Mr. Clinton's z 

designate Le.?r. : .. 

fomia, a Den- 
that any stir.: ‘j 
enough to gc:: ■: 
Congress and \ . 
term deficit red.-. 

"Congress . 
sugar but hetej ;<• . 
vinegar." said Mr. 
has been a voice c< . 
discussions. 


i: e 

■■■•- - A 


- in ?;• i 


Another cacti;-...- 
sounded by Brook:*- . 
economist* Henry 
wanted Mr. Clhv. . .. 
reform would p:* •- 
savings in your f 
Mr. Aaron sa.V 
deficit would req 
to take on politico, . 
like the defence [■: 
subsidies, the U.S. v- 
proposed space s;a k ’:. 
benefits, and civile 
government pensi-rni 
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Yemeni government approves 
plan for economic changes 



SANAA (R) — The Yemeni 
government approved Tuesday a 
wide-ranging economic package 
designed to prevent a repetition 
of last week's price riots. 

The package mixes cuts in 
some areas of government spend- 
ing with extra spending on salaries 
and on food subsidies. 

It was approved at a second 
joint meeting in two days be- 
tween the cabinet and the ruling 
presidential council. State televi- 
sion gave e\ tensive details of the 
plan. 

Government salaries will go up 
40 per cent. The state wil! con- 
tinue to finance imports of rice, 
wheat, flour and medicines and 
will hold their prices, at present 
levels through 1993. 

The television said the govern- 
ment also planned to reinforce its 
price control departments. 

..Trices were the main cause of 


the riots in which 12 people were 
killed, 90 injured and hundreds of 
shops destroyed or looted in the 
capital Sanaa and other towns last 
week. 


On the austerity side, Yemen 
will lay off diplomats and dose 
down 14 embassies and several 
military, commercial, cultural 
and press offices abroad, the tele- 
vision said. 


The state will stop paying for 
students to study abroad and stop 
transferring money for those 
studying at their own expense. 

AH ministries and government 
organisations must stop buying 
new cars and sell off some of their 
old ones. 

Government offices may not 
buy new furniture and travel allo- 
wances for mil servants, will be 
cut 30 per cent. Allowances for 
medical treatment aboard will 


also be smaller. 

The plan envisages “gradually 
reducing inflation, lowering the 
budget deficit and increasing pro- 
duction," television said. 

The budget deficit is about 20 
billion riyals ($1.67 billion) a year 
and inflation is about 100 percent 
a year. / 

Vice-President Ali .Salem A1 
Baidh, who the opposition said 
had been in seclusion at home 
because of differences with Presi- 
dent Saleh, did not attend Tues- 
day’s meeting. He was seen or, 
television during Monday's meet- 
ing. 

The government recommended 
a new banking law on foreign 
currency dealings and the crea- 
tion of national investment com- 


panies to encoer. . 
to invest. 

The meeting d; .- 
ministerial comm:; - .. . 
gate the riots. 

It also called To: r 
all political parties to : 
of honour" to ou:S: 
aims. 

It urged the two 
President Saleh -;. :. : i 
pie’s Congress (0°' 
Yemeni Soci;*!is: : 
the sciu'h * ■> 
dialogue. 

Oppoy:: : v 
er.ee s berv 
YS? i.£Vc ■■■*“ 
men's e eon or. / 
the parries ha’.- 
pied by their p.v 


IBM plans to cut work 
in ’93 in new shakeup 
force by 25 , 000 


— $aala 


Apartotel 

Two bedrooms, lounge, living room, kitchen. Idyllic 

Calf Aqaba tel.: 93/313512, fex: 03/ 


NEW YORK ( R> — Internation- 
al Business Machines (IBM) 
Corp. Tuesday unveiled a mas- 
sive downsizing plan for 1993. 
shaking Wall Street with the 
admission that its divided is no 
longer safe and that its core busi- 
ness is no longer king. 

Shareholders who up to now 
have bought IBM stock mainly 
for its rich dividend yield reacted 
violently. sending the shares 
down 10.7 per cent to an 11 -year 
low. 

IBM stock tumbled $6.75 to 
$56,125 a share on the New York 
Stock Exchange, where it was by 
far the most active issue of the 
day. It was last that low in late 
1981. 

The world’s biggest computer 
maker said it will eliminate 
25,000 jobs, or 8.3 per cent of its 
estimated 1992 payroll, and oper- 
ate its storage, printer and per- 
sonal computer businesses as self- 
sufficient companies. 

It also announced plans to re- 
duce manufacturing capacity in 
selected areas, including the 
.-.t&ir-frcme computer division 
prc-vidL-s 6M per ce;u or 
salc.s. 

Overall development spending 
will be cut by about SI billion in 
1993, Capital spending also will 
be cut by an unspecified amount, 
and IBM said it also will reduce 
sales, general and administrative 
expenses by about SI billion. 

The plan will cost shareholders 
$6 billion in the form of a charge 
against eamings in ’ the fourth 
quarter, a period for which the 
company said it will probably 
now break even. 

"The actions we are announc- 
ing today demonstrate IBM’s 
continuing resolve to deal aggres- 
sively with the difficult transition 
that is occurring in the computer 
industry," IBM Chairman John 


Akers said in a statement. "The 
result will be a stronger and more 
prosperous IBM." 

The company's S4.84 annual 
divided provides a rich 8.6 per 
cent yield, in comparison with 
other investment options, includ- 
ing money market funds yielding 
under three per cent. 

"We did not earn it in 1991 and 
we did not earn it in 1992 ... and l 
am worried about it in 1993,’’ 
IBM chief financial officer Frank 
Metz tcld analysts in reference to 
the dividend, which has never 
been cut in IBM’s 78-year his- 
tory. 

Although a major restructuring 
was widely expected, analysts 
attributed the huge drop in share 
price to once-optimistic institu- 
tional investors who suddenly 
found their hopes shattered. 


Buy the best 
Xmas present 
for your: 


MOTHER m l 

“HAMATAEV 


From: 


^ Dajani Jewellers 
•ft 8 World Resources 


Amra Hotel shops 
Amman. 



Noor Al- Hussein Foundatioa^' r : - ^ 


The 

Jordan 

Design 

and 

Trade 

Center 



SpecialMDay Sale 


Christmas Items • Embroidered Cushions 
Russ • Ceramics 


® Rugs • Ceramics 

o Other Home Furnishings & Gifts 


piease ^Keep 

Olds VumLer 


327430 


to mair.rain your cenirai - 
hsa-’r.g and other kind v ■ 
maintenance. 

Good and fast services 


Khalico Electromecha- 
nical Group. 


A Unique Opportunity To Buy The Latest In 
Jordanian Handicrafts As Seen In Europe An; 
North America 


/////rimimimiu 


Tel. 699141/2 
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H.N. chief , Vance urge € r 
outside intervention 9 in 


Khmer Rouge seizes 21 U.N. hostages 


GENEVA (Agencies) — United 
Nations Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali and his Yugoslav crisis 
mediator Cyrus Vance urged ma- 
jor powers Wednesday to resist 
mounting public pressure for 
military action against Bosnia's 
rebel Serbs. 

In a message to a meeting of 29 
countries, including 18 foreign 
ministers, to discuss the war in 
Bosnia. Dr. Ghali said any out- 
side intervention could escalate 
the conflict in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

"The road ahead lies through 
continuous negotiations in good 
faith in the spirit of the United 
Nations Charter.. .not in actions 
which would serve to continue or 
escalate the violence/' he said, 
according to an official text. 

Mr. -Vance, a former U.S. 
secretary of state, told the minis- 
ters they would be heading for 
disaster if they approved any 
form of military action now. 

"Practically speaking, there are 
no serious alternatives to a 
negotiated political settlement." 
he declared. 

The message from the two 
came amid mounting pressure for 
action against the Bosnian Serbs. 

The United States and France 
have already begun drafting a 
U.N. Security Council resolution 
enforcing a military “no-fly zone" 
over Bosnia repeatedly breached 
by the Serbs. Diplomats say a 
resolution could be adopted later 
this week. 

The U.N. secretary-general did 
not refer to the “no-fly zone" in 
his message to the conference, 
but pointedly warned against giv- 
ing in to “short-term nostrums." 

“Understandable emotion 
must be balanced by sombre 


appreciation of the risks and be- 
nefits. Short-term nostrums must 
be examined in the light of their 
contribution to long-range stabil- 
ity." he said. 

But Mr. Vance made clear he 
opposed military action to keep 
Bosnian Serb aircraft on the 
ground, arguing any violations of 
the “no-fly" resolution had litrle 
or no military significance. 

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic, who arrived early and 
uninvited for the Geneva talks, 
said any such action would be 
regarded as “an act of aggression 
against the Serbian people." 

“The international community 
is making a terrible mistake by 
pressing onfy one side any by that 
encouraging two other sides to 
continue with tights.” Mr. Karad- 
zic told reporters. “What motiva- 
tion have Muslim or Croatian 
side to stop fighting?" 

Apart from enforcing the no- 
fly zone, the United States is 
pushing for the establishment of a 
Nuremberg-style war crimes tri- 
bunal to punish perpetrators of 
human rights abuses. 

The Geneva meeting, held in 
the framework of the internation- 
al conference on the former 
Yugoslavia, has been billed as a 
chance to review progress more 
than three months after ministers' 
first met in London. 

Dr. GhaJi has asked NATO for 
access to contingency plans for 
three possible military operations 
in the former Yugoslavia should 
the Security Council authorise 
them. U.N. officials and diplo- 
mats said Tuesday. 

The operations include en- 
forcement of a no-fly zone over 
Bosnia- Herzegovina, the estab- 
lishment of safe havens for civi- 
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Seoul fires 3 more regional officials 

SEOUL (AP) — The government Wednesday fired three more 
regional officials for allegedly plotting to rig Friday's presidential 
election. A mayor has already been dismissed for the same case, 
after an opposition party Tuesday made public a tape recording of 
what it said was a‘ secret meeting where the mayor and local 
officials allegedly plotted campaign strategy. The three officials 
fired Wednesday were the regional chiefs of the police, the 
nation’s spy agency and army intelligence - - all appointed by the 
government. By law, government officials cannot campaign in the 
election. The fired Pusan mayor. Kim Young Hwan. admitted 
that he attended the 7 a.m. meeting last Friday but denied that 
they plotted to rig the election. Pusan, the nation’s largest port 
and second largest city. 325 kilometres south of Seoul, is the 
political home of majority party candidate Kim Young Sam. 

Yeltsin, Kohl back early troop pullout 

MOSCOW (R) — President Boris Yeltsin and Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl. Wednesday approved a deal to pull Russian troops out of 
eastern Germany six months earlier than planned, German 
delegation sources said. Mr. Yeltsin gained rwo extra concessions 
from a draft drawn up before Mr. Kohl's visit to Moscow. Russia 
will receive an extra 550 million marks (S350 million) of German 
aid instead of 500 million (S320 million). Russia will also be given 
more time to begin service payments on 17.6 billion marks (§1.28 
billion) owed to former east Germany, the sources said. “I am 
very pleased with the agreement in view of the original Russian 
demands for more than 10 billion marks ($6.4 billion).” German 
Finance Minister Theo Waigel said later. The agreement would 
not place excessive burdens on the German budget. “It is 
sustainable," he said. 

Albania applies to join NATO 

BRUSSELS (R) — Albania , warning that war will spread through 
the Balkans, told NATO Wednesday it was applying to join the 
Western alliance, the first former member of the Warsaw Pact to 
do so since the end of the cold war. Albanian President Sali 
Berisha, on his first visit to alliance headquarters, told NATO his 
country would not allow “ethnic cleansing" to start in the 
troubled Serbian province of Kosovo, where most of the people 
are ethnic Albanians. He appealed for -peacekeeping forces to be 
sent to Kosovo to stop the Yugoslav conflict spreading. "Albania 
could not tolerate, is not prepared to tolerate, ethnic cleansing (in 
Kosovo)," he told ambassadors from the 16 NATO nations and 
Secretary-General Manfred Woemer, “A Balkan war (will) very 
probably start.” Mr. Berisha made no direct link between the 
threat of a wider war in the Balkans and his country’s application 
for NATO membership, but said Albanians regarded the alliance 
as a pillar of stability in Europe. 

Suicide doctor assists in 2 more cases 

AUBURN HILLS, Michigan (AP) — Two mote women killed 
themselves with help from suicide-machine inventor Jack Kevor- 
kian, hours before Michigan's governor signed a law that will 
temporarily ban assisted suicides. Both women — the seventh and 
eighth since 1990 to die with Dr. Kevorkian's help — had 
attended a news conference with him 12 days ago to protest the 
legislation. The state's lack of such a ban was cited when charges 
against Dr. Kevorkian were dropped in the first three deaths he 
aided. Dr. Kevorkian, a retired pathologist whose medical licence 
has been suspended, was by their sides when Marguerite Tate. 70, 
and Marcella Lawrence, 67, committed suicide at Ms. Tate's 
home. Both were acutely ill. 


lians in Bosnia and ways of pre- 
venting the war from spilling over 
into Kosovo and Macedonia. 

In response. NATO' Secretary- 
General Manfred Woemer sent a 
letter agreeing to share plans with 
the United Nations following a 
meeting Monday with ambassa- 
dors from the 16 North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
members. 

NATO members also asked its 
military planners to formally 
draw up contingency plans for 
rhree operations, the sources 
said. 

But diplomats cautioned that 
Dr. Ghali's request was a pre- 
liminary probe and did not mean 
automatic authorisation by the 
council. 

Meanwhile, the Belgrade- 
based news agency. Tanjug. re- 
ported that Russian Deputy Fore- 
ign Minister Vitaly Churkin was 
helping the government of the 
rump Yugoslavia Tuesday formu- 
late a joint peace plan. 

It said Yugoslav President 
Dobrica Cosic sent his special 
adviser Svetozar Stojanovic to 
Geneva to work on the plan. 

Serb leaders reacted with fear 
and defiance to Western warnings 
of military intervention — with 
one commander claiming it 
“would be suicidal" for foreign 
troops to enter. 

But some Serb leaders, includ- 
ing hardline Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic, were re- 
portedly pressing for a speedy 
end to the fighting. 

In Sarajevo, Tuesday's fighting 
destroyed the city's water pumps, 
but U.N. officials said they hoped 
aid flights into the struggling 
capital could resume Wednesday 
after a two- week interruption. 


ministers 
have no 
plans 
to resign 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia's refor- 
mist economic ministers have no 
plans to resign for the time being 
despite the fall of radical acting 
Prime Minister Yegor Gaidar, a 
well-placed government official 
said Wednesday. 

"At the moment, none of them 
are thinking of resigning in the 
near future," said the official, 
speaking on condition of anonymi- 
ty. 

President Boris Yeltsin ditched 
Mr. Gaidar Monday for former 
Soviet technocrat Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, triggering speculation 
that the young team running the 
government's radical economic 
reforms would step down im- 
mediately. 

Mr. Chemomyrdian, formerly 
energy minister, asked the 
cabinet to stay on. Key economic 
members had said previously they 
would resign if Mr. Gaidar went. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said Mr. Yeltsin Wednesday 
^asked Economics Minister 
'Andrei Nechayev, whom he criti- 
cised in October for performing 
unsatisfactorily, to stay in bis 
post. 

First Deputy Prime Minister 
Vladimir Shumeiko Wednesday 
said he did not expect the govern- 
ment to resign en masse and said 
Privatisation Minister Anatoly 
Chubais had decided to stay in 
the government. Interfax News 
Agency reported. 

Two of the top four radicals. 
Economics Minister Andrei 
Nechayev and Deputy Prime 
Minister Alexander Shokhin. 
took part in a meeting between 
Mr. Yeltsin and visiting German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, who was in 
parliament for discussions on 
next year's budget, has already 
given conflicting signals about the 
. policies he will adopt and the 
make-up of his government. 


Talk of Western military in- 
tervention has increased recently 
because of fears that Serbia, the 
dominant partner in the smaller 
Yugoslavia, will let the Bosnian 
war spill over into other ethnical- 
ly tense areas. 

“Any such intervention would 
be suicidal." Maj. Gen. Milan 
Gvero. second-in-command of 
Bosnian Serb troops, told the 
Associated Press in a telephone 
interview from his Pale headquar- 
ters. just east of Sarajevo. 

“We will have to defend 
ourselves because we have no- 
where to go.” he said. 

Mr. Milosevic, in a statement 
on Tanjug News Agency', said the 
threats to intervene were “timed 
on the eve of ihc elections. ..to 
frighten us into starting to behave 
as the architects of the" new world 
order expect us to." 

He vowed to continue to act 
“in accordance with our in- 
terests." 

Still, despite his blunt talk 
ahead of Sunday's presidential 
elections, he and other Yugoslav 
leaders were said to be pressuring 
Bosnian Serb leaders Radovan 
Karadzic to end the fighting. 

Mr. Karadzic me; late Monday 
with Mr. Milosevic. Mr. Cosic 
and federal army commanders, 
said sources close to the talks. 

The urged Mr. Karadzic to stop 
the fighting, fearing Western 
troops could hit not only Bosnia 
bur Serb-dominated Yugoslavia, 
according to the sources, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Mr. Karadzic has said the “par- 
liament” of his self-proclaimed 
Bosnian Serb republic will de- 
clare the war over this week and 
try to stop the bloodbath by 
year's end. 

Azeris, 

Armenians 

trade 

| charges at 
CSCE 

STOCKHOLM fR) — Armenia 
and Azerbaijan accused each 
other Tuesday of escalating their 
armed conflict over Nagorno- 
Karabakh. thwarting peace 
efforts by a European Security 
conference. 

Armenian Foreign Minister 
Arman Kirakossian said Azerbai- 
jan had shelled A -meniar. cities 
along the border region from 
Dec. 8, adding: "Owing to the 
detractive position of the Azeri 
ee'iegation we didn't come to any 
positive conclusions.” 

Azeri Foreign Minister Tofik 
Gassymov, one of 51 ministers 
attending a two-day meeting of 
the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), 
fought back by charging Armenia 
with starting a new offensive on 
Dec. 10. I 


PHNOM PENH (R) — The mili- 
tant Khmer Rouge guerrilla fac- 
tion has taken 21 U.N. 
peacekeepers hostage in a central 
Cambodian province where other 
“blue berets" were held captive 
earlier this month, a U.N. 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

Negotiations were under way 
for the men’s release. 

One Indonesian officer. 14 In- 
donesian paratroopers, four U.N. 
military observers — from the 
United States, China. France and 
Senegal — and two Khmer inter- 
preters were seized Tuesday and 
Wednesday, the spokesman said. 

On Dec. 1. Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas took six U.N. peacek- 
eepers prisoners at gunpoint in 
Korn pong Thom province. 160 
kilometres north of Phnom Penh. 
The six were released unharmed 
three days later. 

The province has been the 
scene of the worst ceasefire viola- 
tions since the signing of the 
U-N.-sponsored Paris peace 
agreement in October, 1991. 

"We don’t think they’re in any 
kind of danger and we're confi- 
dent they'll be released very 
shortly." "Eric Fait, spokesman 
for the U.N. Transitional Au- 
thority in Cambodia (UNTAC), 
said of the latest victims. 

H; said the' senior Khmer 
Rouge official in Phnom Penh, 
Chun Sikhom. had ordered the 
men's release and they “should 


be free tonight or early tomor- 
row." 

Such an order brought freedom 
for the three Britons, two Filipi- 
nos and a New Zealander, held in 
the earlier hostage drama. 

They had been accused by a 
local Khmer Rouge commander 
of spying for the Phnom Penh 
government. _ . . _ 

Mr. Fait said UNTAC chief 
Yasushi Akashi of Japan and 
militarv commander Lieutenant- 
General John Sanderson, an Au- 
stralian, were cicsdy following the 
situation. . 

Mr. Fait said early reports indi- 
cated the peacekeepers were 
taken prisoner by a local Khmer 
Rouge commander acting on his 
own. 

“We will certainly draw to their 
(Khmer Rouge) attention the se- 
rious implication of this action, 
he said. 

A negotiating team made up of 
an Indonesian officer and 11 pa- 
ratroopers was in position 500 
metres from the hostage site at 
Phum O’Sala, the U.N. spokes- 
man said. 

The latest incident began at 
noon Tuesday when two of the 


olns the two interpreters set off in 
search of their colleagues 
Wednesday morning. 

Early Wednesday afternoon 
sector headquarters in Kotnpong 
Thom received a report that the 
second group had been taken 
hostage and were bemg held 
against therr will at OTSala. 10 
iatometres east of the provincial 

capital. . 

U.N. peacekeepers will in- 
crease patrols of Cambodian 
troubles pots and form quick- 
reaction forces to handle 
emergency duties, Mr. Fait said 
Tuesday. ’ . 

“Quk^-reaction forces, will be 
ready to deploy immediately in 
an emergency situatio n," h e told 
a news briefing in Phnom P enh. 

The new forces and the extra 
patrols of areas troubled by-ceas- 
efire violations would start in the 
new year with the aim of de- 
ploying peacekeeping soldiers re- 
lative to specific threats, he said. 
The quick-response forces would 
be drawn from each of the U.N, 
infantry battalions in Cambodia 
and their training will emphasise 
fast deployment by helicopter 
and vehicle, an UNTAC military 



militarv observers radioed sector officer said. The announcement 
headquarters in Kompong Thom of new units coincides with in- 


town that they were travelling to 
O'Sala hamlet to meet a local 
Khmer Rouge commander. 

A second patrol of two military 


creasing ceasefire violations and 
heightened military tension, 
although Mr. Fait denied the 
formation of the new units was 


observers accompanied by the related to the violations and ten- 
Indonesian officer and his men sion. 


2 blasts shake London’s Oxford Street 


LONDON (R) — Two blasts 
shook London's crowded Oxford 
Street shopping area Wednesday, 
shocking Christmas shoppers and 
injuring at least rwo people. 

The first blast rocked the John 
Lewis Department Store, sending 
glass showering into the street. 
Police said a bomb appeared to 
have been left in a toilet . 

Minutes later another bomb 
went off in nearby Cavendish 
Square, in a car or litter bin. 
Emergency’ services said two peo- 
ple were injured. 


‘'There was a huge blast and 
smoke and pieces of paper and 
metal flying in the air,” said 
eyewitness Emma Gray who was 
in a cafe behind John Lewis when 
the first explosion occurred. 

The London Ambulance Ser- 
vice said two ambulances and a 
paramedic unit were evacuating 
the area at the time of the first 
explosion and police said annum- 
ber of telephone warnings had 
been given for the blasts around 
Oxford Street, London's mosr 


famous shopping street. 

Britain is in the grip of the 
worst mainland bombing cam- 
paign by the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA), which is fighting to 
end British control of Northern 
Ireland, since the 1970s and has 
accompanied its spate of bomb- 
ings with coded warnings. 

The IRA did not immediately 
claim responsibility for the bombs 
but anti-terrorist experts said it 
was a bid by the IRA to frighten 
Christmas shoppers from using 
the centre of the city. 


Rao locked in battle with Hindu party 


NEW DELHI <R) — Indian 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao has sacked three state gov- 
ernments in an all-out war against 
a powerful pro-Hindu party ac- 
cused of abetting the demolition 
of a mosque and fomenting com- 
munal violence. 

A presidential proclamation 
Tuesday night placed Madhya 
Pradesh. Rajasthan and 
Himachal Pradesh, ruled by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 
under New Delhi's direct rule. 

An official ^ cL -r-nan said the 
decision •. .abinet 

meeting •> Mr. 

Rao befou- .i ... mveyed to 
President Shankar Duval Sharma 
for action. 

As a pre he federal 

government aieriv security 
forces across India, much of 
which had been recovering from 
communal violence and round- 
the-clock curfews. 

The BJP described the federal 
government’s action as “murder 
of democracy" and demanded 
mid- re mi election. 


•‘It’s a declaration of a war 
against democracy. The people 
win give a fitting reply,” said the 
BJP's senior leader Atal Behari 
Vajpayee. 

But the ruling Congress Party 
and other opposition groups sup- 
porting it have welcomed the 
dismissal, which followed a ban 
on communal groups. 

The government last Thursday 
banned the Rashtriya Swayrose- 
vak Sangh, the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad (World Hindu Council) 
and the Bhajarang Dal,-all linked 
with the BJP. If also proscribed 
two Muslim religious groups. 

The BJP backed a campaign by 
the three Hindu groups to build a 
temple at a disputed site where 
the 16th century mosque stood in 
the northern town of Ayodbya — 
before it was razed by frenzied 
Hindu mobs on Dec. 6. 

Militant Hindus say the site 
was the birthplace of the warrior 
god- king Lord Rama and a tem- 
ple must be built there. 

The BJP government of Uttar 
Pradesh, where Ayodhya is lo- 


cated, was dismissed immediately 
after the mosque was destroyed. 
The demolition sparked com- 
munal violence in which some 
1,200 people died. 

The government also arrested 
BJP parliamentary leader Lai 
Krishan Advani and party Presi- 
dent Murii Manohar Joshi, along 
with others, on charges of 
fomenting communal violence. 

The BJP bad won four state 
governments and become the 
largest opposition party in parlia- 
ment on the back of its emotive 
temple campaign. 

BJP vice-president Krishan Lai 
Sharma said the federal govern- 
ment’s action in sacking the state 
governments sounded a “death 
knell for the democratic and 
federal functioning of the Indian 
constitution. 

. "The party will not take lying 
down any such onslaught on the 
Indian democracy and will fight 
.back with all its might.” 

BJP leaders said the party had 
a contingency plan to fight the 
government politically and con- 
-stitutionallv. 


Diana coriu 
herself tod 
work - 

LONDON 

cess Dana pledgcd to ict 
with her charity wdrfc 
separation from hefoa 
throne Prince Charles, frt b t 
public speech since ■ feffi . 
announcement of the; setts 
the princess told a coufeig 
voluntary workers^ “Whate. 
uncertainties the last few: 
may have brought, ! waat . 
be certain of this 
together will conti« Ul , 
changed-" The 31-year-^" 
cess, who heads- a hj&fl 
charities and is invotvedlin 
others, was speaking'tt&jt 
race of the drink ariddm^ 
Turning Point, of wh&rtf 
been patron for five years? 
sed in a~ sleek black jac& 
grey skirt,, princess bKI 
confidently amid a' ban£: 
camera flashes of the' oeedl 
the old, handicapped and 
less. “Espuaallyjow as Gar ' 
brings *ts own 

so many people m mstafc*' .' 
play such a major rote bru 
into reality the true mesas 
Christmas, that of peatt 
hope," she said. 

Fleming family * 
James Bond. 
notebooks •• • 

LONDON (R) ~ 

notebook of James Boad-f , . 
Ian Fleming, filled witijcc^ 
on spies, women and gsa: 
bought bv his family, for f 
($22,400) at a London^ 
auction. Experts had 
£30,000 ($45,000). Nk&offt 
Lucy Bemingr andffiM&^r ' 
mend, nephew and' 
author, bought tbezJan^-*' 
file containing obsmatfijf- 
Russians. “cities ;f 
crime, women, gauiafiagijap 
plots and women,” as &£? 1 ' 
paper put ft. Attije-sSj 1 ' 
auction, a suit rad . . 
raonogrammed stipperrixlfc ~ 
to Fleming wefe .bou^tt'w,\ . 
their donator as the bxtflir 1_ 
well short of cxpectgupk: 
Nicholas Henderson, fontfa.- 
ish ambassador , 49 . JWss 
and a c|ose friend, - 
paid £418 ($650) 
slippers, well bdoW tiffipa " 
hoped-for £2,000 
($3,127 to $4,690). 
buy them in a store for tfiM 
frustrated auctioneer Roy® " . 
to the packed room, afiedSt... 
to restart the Wddii^£<ig;.- 
($310) when no one tedfca 
starting price of £600 $^ * 

Japan minister JSS ^ 
apologises for 1. 
slur on foreignfii&T*. 

TOKYO (R) — NcwjlM 
Labour Minister Masatten J- 


Bush: Clinton will keep U.S. a global leader 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
President George Bush, who re- 
peatedly warned voters about Bill 
Ginton's foreign policy inexperi- 
ence during the election cam- 
paign, now says he believes the 
president-elect will keep America 
in the forefront of world affairs. 

Mr. Bush, who Tuesday urged 
Americans to ignore isolationist 
calls for less involvement in inter- 
national diplomacy, predicted 
Mr. Ginton will honour U.S. 
obligations worldwide. 

During a speech summarising 
his foreign policy beliefs and 
accomplishments, Mr. Bush told 
more than 7,000 people at Texas 
Am University that future gen- 
erations of Americans will “pay 
dearly” if the United States 
ignores the rest of the world to 
care for its problems at home. 

"In 36 days we will have a new 
president," Mr. Bush said. “And 
I am confident. I am very confi- 


dent that he will do his level best 
to serve the cause that I have 
outlined. 

“He’s going to have my sup- 
port." Mr. Bush said, “but it is 
more Important. ..that he have 
your support. 

Saying ne intends to “stay out 
of his way" once Mr. Clinton 
becomes president on Jan. 20, 
Mr. Bush stressed that America 
needs to maintain its role as a 
global leader in order to control 
its own fate. 

“Our choice as a people is 
simple.” Mr. Bush said in his 
speech at the university located in 
College Station, Texas. “We can 
either shape our times or w&can 
let the times shape us... at a price 
frightening to contemplate." 

Noting the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, Mr. Bush warned 
that the “new world in rime could 
be as menacing as the old." He 
said the United States must con- 


tinue to foster and support the 
spread of fledgling democracies. 

“A retreat from American 
leadership, from American in- 
volvement would be a mistake for 
which future generations, infleed 
onr own children, would pay 
dearly," he told the crowd at the 
school where his presidential lib- 
rary will be built. 

Mr. Bush was criticised during 
the presidential campaign for 
spending too much time on fore- 
ign affairs while neglecting a pro- 
longed recession at home which 
has cost thousands of Americans 
their jobs. 

Mr. Bush, who has been U.S. 
envoy to China, ambassador to 
the United Nations, director of 
the CIA and vice president as 
well as president, had used sea- 
tiling rhetoric during the pres- 
idential campaign to cast Mr. 
Clinton as a novice in foreign 
affairs. 


But lately Mr. Bush has gone 
out of his way to be gracious 
towards the man whose highest 
elective office before winning the 
White House was the Arkansas 
governorship. 

Although Mr. Clinton has 
vowed to make reviving the U.S. 
economy his chief priority as presi- 
dent, since the election he has 
taken pains to stress his concerns 
for foreign affairs. 

His experience in international 
diplomacy, however, falls far 
short of Mr. Bush's and has 
generated concern in various 
world capital's about Mr. Gin- 
ton's ability to fill his predeces- 
sor’s shoes. 

Mr. Bush’s remarks about Mr. 
Ginton appeared to be designed 
to send reassuring signals to other 
world leaders that the next resi- 
dent of the White House does not 
intend to abandon established 
U.S. policies. 


Hanoi welcomes u.s. easing of embargo NATO aims for landmark peacekeeping deal with former foes 
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HANOI (R) — Vietnamese officials have welcomed a U.S. 
decision to ease an embargo by allowing American firms to set up 
offices in Vietnam, but urged Washington to lift sanctions and 
normalise ties with Hanoi. “We welcome the news and it is an 
-encouraging gesture, but the U.S. side must go farther,” said Ho 
Xuan Dich, head of a Vietnamese Foreign Ministry office helping 
U.S. experts resolve the fate of American servicemen missing 
from the Vietnam War. “If the two sides normalise ties, it would 
create favourable conditions for solving the MIA (missing-in- 
action) issue,” be told Reuters at Hanoi's airport before banding 
to the U.S. military remains of Americans killed before the war 
ended in 1975. 

Renewed fighting reported in Liberia 

MONROVIA (R) — Fierce fighting was reported between 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) rebels and the rival 
ULIMO militia around the strategic Bong Mines, rebel radio said 
Wednesday. The radio quoted fleeing civilians as saying that 
fighting in settlements around the disused iron ore mine has been 
under way for the past four days. Military sources in Monrovia 
said that if ULIMO (United Liberation Movement of Liberia for 
Democracy) were to capture the town. 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO hopes 
to strike a landmark deal this 
week with former Warsaw Pact 
enemies on joint peacekeeping 
missions in Europe, but must first 
solve a' row with France Thursday 
over the alliance’s post-cold waT 
role. 

Diplomats said they hoped 
alliance foreign ministers meeting 
in Brussels Thursday can over- 
come objections from Paris, 
which is reluctant to expand the 
role of the U.S. -led alliance 
beyond the defence of its 16 
member states. 

If ministers succeed in persuad- 
ing France, a meeting of NATO 
with Eastern European nations 
and former Soviet republics on 
Friday is then expected to reach 
agreement on joint planning, 
training and use of forces for 
peacekeeping missions. 


“Everyone, including our 
cooperation partners to the East, 
wants to do this except the 
French,” said one North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) di- 
plomat. “The big question is 
whether we can get around their 
objections." 

With pressure growing for 
tougher Western action in former 
Yugoslavia, the ministers will 
also discuss contingency plans for 
enforcing the U.N. no-fly zone 
over Bosnia, creating safe havens 
for civilians, and preventing a 
wider Balkans war. 

United Nations Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali has asked 
NATO for access to those con- 
tigency plans should the Security 
Council authorise them. 

But he told a Geneva confer- 
ence on the war in former Yugos- 
lavia Wednesday it should keep 
faith with negotiations and avoid 


any action that could escalate 
violence. 

“The road ahead lies through 
continuous negotiations in good 
faith in the spirit of the United 
Nations charter... not in actions 
which would serve to continue or 
escalate the violence." he said in 
a message to the conference. 

The conflict has added fresh 
urgency to NATO’s planning for 
a new peacekeeping role, which 
would allow the alliance to help 
the United Nations or the Con- 
ference on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe -(CSCE) in mis- 
sions like the one in Bosnia. 

• 

NATO defence minister 
agreed last week that peacekeep- 
ing should be part of the 
alliance's new mission. But the 
agreement of all 16 members is 
needed first. 

France, which quit NATO’s 


military wing in 1966 In protest at 
what it saw as U.S. domination of 
European security, does not take 
part in meetings of defence minis- 
ters. 

The French deny they want to 
undermine NATO but diplomats 
says Paris is keen to develop 
more independent European in- 
stitutions and is worried the 
.alliance may undercut the author- 
ity of the CSCE. 


levant. 

Urgent efforts to resolve the 
row at NATO Headquarters so 
far have failed. 

“It looks very much like this 
will have to be thrashed out 
between the ministers on Thurs- 
day,” said another alliance diplo- 
mat. "There could well be a 
row." 

Eastern European nations. 


France insists any detailed de- '|\ ian y ?^ w h Qrn are keen on closer 
cisions on peacekeeping missions P® 8 Tf 1 *” NATO eventual mem- 


must be taken by all 16 members, 
which would take power away 
from the defence planning wing 
of the alliance. Until that hap- 
pens, France has told NATO it 
will not agree. 

The United States and other 
allies insist NATO, which built 
up a vast military structure during 
the cold war, must takf on this 
new role if it is to remain re- 


bership in the alliance, have been 
pressing the French to back 
down. 

If the NATO allies can over- 
come, the problem Thursday, the 
way will be clear for a wider 

peacekeeping agreement Friday 
at a meeting of the North Atlantic 
Cooperation Council, a 37-nation 
body hnkmg NATO with all for- 
mer Warsaw Pact members. 


saying he bad been' irosto' ; 
stood. “Foreigners do 
That is why they are econoroj - - 
being left far behind- Japa#? , 
Germany,” Mr. MuraiainC'i^ 
told reporters Monday, A^o( 
to Kyodo ‘ News Age =■ 
wanted to say that.'ec^^% 
velopment by resoifr^l" 
Japan was due to (its >S&*. , 
diligence.” he said 
news c o n feren ce. 
try spokesman 

busa told reporters th^ -tin& ■. 
not a serious issue. “HeretfaT.' 
a certain statement' wfiicM! 
have been misunctempod.^Fd'-v 
think (of the issue) so serious- 

Cluedo kills off ^ 
country parson 

LONDON (R) — The tnafe&J 
the whodunnit, b.oardrg?^ 
Quedo have decided to <froj» 
country parson - as a susg -- 
sparking dismay amongS^l^ 
siasts and fears 
decline of the dergy m Britiay | 
Wadd regions' UfamesT. 
finned this is tiiejais|..4<h^‘' 
for the “Rev Green" ^ 
appeared alongside .* .vdl* jj 
Mustard” and “pro&ssmr^.^ 
as possible murderers ; 

game was invented 
will be replaced by a busp^^t 
“We don’t want 
clergy, but Britain fete - 

to look back," said a 
for Waddingtons. 
businessman is more 
the 1990s.” Crime' writer - 1'' 
Heald told the Daily Tel#* ^ 
! newspaper. “This is disgrace™*;, 
they want to write 
would make more sense to Wy- 
the colonel after the deftB 
cuts.” The Telegraph 
Church of England oeed^ wr' 
bad news about its mai»nal#K$ 
from British life,, here $ 
Cluedo players vie to.scwVp. 
murder of Dr. Black_f WflSX J?gfl 
at the bottom of the s^^^T 
sprawling mansion called 
Close. Characters 
mu rder weapon s ’ art, 
around the board by 
dice. Quedo fares 
petition from e\ ectrom^if^ 
such as Nintendo Game Bti^*” - 
about 250.000 sets ate JgJ** 
Britain every year and worw* 1 ** v 
sales now total 100 ttSfBon\ 









